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RAPPIN’
Tommy Wyatt

Remembering

our History...

FebruaryisBlack His-
tory month that is cel-
ebrated all over America.
It isatimeto reflect on
thecontribution that the
African American com-
munity has made to this
country. Thosecontribu-
tions are not adequately
reflected in our history
books.

| was once told by a
collector of history that
“History belongs to the
oneswhoiswillingto pay
for it.” Ashecollected the
history of Texas and at-
tempted include Blacks
at a cost, he discovered
that therewer enot many
takers on his project.
Blackswerenot willingto
pay to have their names
and contributionslistedin
hispublication.

The other problem is
that African Americans
wer enot given credit for
themany inventionsand
other contributionsthey
made. And that continues
today. Someonerecently
told me that an African
American invented the
cell phone. However, the
credit was given to the
company that hewor ked
for and not toany onein-
dividual.

One of our most out-
standing scientist was
George Washington
Carver. Carver was a
former slavewhose most
famouswork ishisdiscov-
eriesfromthepeanut. He
mademany items, includ-
ing peanut butter. Carver
would not havereceived
credit for hisdiscoveries
has he continued to bea
slave.

Each year, we try to
givecoveragetothemen
and women who have
made contributions lo-
cally. Whilethey may not
be known nationally or
internationally, they
paved the way for many
of usto have the oppor-
tunities that we have to-
day.

While we will not be
able to recognize all of
them, wewill try to cover
awiderangeof individu-
alswho walked through
the door s of segregation
and held it open for the
rest of us to follow. We
need to follow their ex-
amples

CCAACC Now and Then: 1982 to 2012

Celebrating 30 Years of Commitment to the Austin African-American Community

INn1982, elevenAustin
business and community
leaders convened to address
thelack of representation of
African-American’s in
Austin'sconvention, hospita -
ity, and tourism industries.
Their primary objective:
catalyzethereallocation of
convention and visitorsbu-
reau dollarsto stimulatein-
vestment in the African
Americantrave and business
community. Theindividuas
were: Tommy Wyatt, Andy
Anderson, Kenny Sneed,
Freddy Dixon, JuanitaRoss,
Mildred Sneed, Arthur M.
Sauls, Carol Hadnot,
Bertrand Adams, Larry Beck
Jr., and NorrisCarr.

This was exactly 30
years ago and many things
have changed regarding the
businessclimate, therole of
the Chamber and thequality
of lifefor AfricanAmericans
in Austin. As the African
American population de-
clines, it has become clear
that as it was in 1982, the
role of the CCAACC has
become more necessary and
vital than ever before.

TheCCAACC Board of Directorsarepoised for thefuture.

Originally headquar-
tered on Manor Road, the
Chamber isanxiously pre-
paring for itsupcoming re-
locationto East Audtin's11™
street corridor. Thisfacil-
ity, currently under congdtruc-
tion, will aso include the
opening of anAfricanAmeri-
can history and cultura cen-
ter to be managed by the
CCAACCtoheppreserve

legacy and stimulatetourism
andtrafficto East Austin's
African American commu-
nity.

Guided by new leader-
ship, the primary objective
of CCAACC anditsexecu-
tiveteam isto re-establish
stability and impact of the
Chamber —integrating the
history of the community
withthefuturedirectionof the

city. Todo so, over thelast
few months, CCAACC has
undergone considerable
srategic planning, board de-
velopment, and programen-
hancement to better serve
and maintain the Chamber’s
relevancewithinthe Grester
AugtinRegion.

CCAACC will cel-
ebrateitsrichlegacy on Feb-
ruary 9, 2012 at its30" An-

niversary Awards Gala. At
this awards ceremony,
CCAACCFounderswill be
presented with the Lifetime
Achievement Awardfor their
contributionsto Austin and
theAfrican-American Bus-
nesscommunity. For more
information please contact
CCAACC at 512-459-
1181 or online at
www.capcitychamber.org.

‘Red Talls' Takes Second Place
at Box Office

According to the Hol -
lywood Reporter, “Red
Tails’ brought in $19.1 mil-
lion for a solid number 2
placing at the box officein
its opening weekend. The
filmfinished closely behind
“Underworld Awakening” —
whichtook in $25.4 million.

Producer George
L ucas spent 20 years pur-
suing the prOJect that

chronicled one of themany
storied experiences of
Tuskegee Airmen. Lucas
revealed he couldn’t get
any studio to finance the
film because of thedoryline
andtheadll-black cast. Hefi-
nally decided to put up the
money himsalf —which cost
him $58 million on the pro-
duction budget and another
$35indigtribution costs.

WASHINGTON
(Find Call.com)—Black faithleaders
usad the celebration of Dr. Martin
Luther King's birthday, Jan. 16, to
join the Occupy Movement with
Occupy the Dream. They demon-
strated at each of the 13 Federd Re-
serve Banks around the country.

Hundredscameoutinthecold,
young and old, with signs and
chanted, “The banks got bailed out,
we got sold out!”

Occupy the Dream co-chair
Rev. Jamd Bryant of Empowerment
TempleinBdtimoreexplained why

they weredemondgrating. “Wewant
anincreaseinfederd grantsfor uni-
versity education, an end to home
fored osuresanda$100bhillionfund
fromWall Sreet banksfor new jobs
and neighborhood investment.”

Hetold TheFinal Cdll this
wasonly the beginning. On Feb.
14 the group plans to organize
another protest. Rev. Bryant
caled for 750,000to onemillion
people to take their money from
big banks and open accounts in
small community banksand credit
unions.

Community Conversation Held To
Discuss Proposed Utility Rate I ncrease

By AngelaWyatt

(L toR ) Mayor Pro Team Sheryl Cole introduces panelist Seve Smaha and Dan Pruett.
Photo by Angela Wyatt.

Saturday morning, City
Council Member Sheryl
Cole hosted a community
conversation meetingonis-
sues regarding Austin
Energy’sproposal for rais-
ing utility rateson customers,
Mayor Pro Tem Sheryl Cole
and a panel of experts en-
gaged the public on rate
changes. The meeting was
held from 9a.m. to 11am.,
at Austin Community
College' sRiversdecampus.
Therewas much to discuss
regarding the utility, includ-
ingitsannud paymentstothe
city’sbudget. For 2012, that
totalsabout $158 million.

The panel of experts
included Steve Smahaof the
Electric Utility Commission,
Dan Pruett of OneVoiceand
Meals on Wheels, Roger
Duncanaformer AustinEn-
ergy director and former
Council Member, Betty
Dunkerley former City
Council Member. Alsointhe

audience were Council
Members, LauraMorrison,
Kathie Tovo, and eventudly
ChrisRiley, Akwas Evansof
NOKOA Newspaper,
Susana Almanza of PON-
DER and (Member of Mon-
toplis community board),
Dean Rush of First Evange-
list Free church and many
concerned citizensof Aus-
tin, surrounding and outside
cities.

Col€'spurpose of the
two hour meeting wasfor a
Question and Answer ses-
sion, but thoughout, it was
continuously disrupted and
takenover by citizens. While
therewasmuch genera an-
ger about al billsbeingtoo
high, an uneven consensus
conceded that after 17 years
withno bumpinrates, some
increaseisinevitable. Cole
and othersing sted that what-
ever comes out of the dis-
cussion, thecity will doits
best to reducetheimpact on

low-income citizens, chur-
ches, and schools. It's till
very unclear how that will
happen, but it's also clear
that the Council, while
scheduled to address the
matter in the next couple of
meetings, isnowherenear
vote yet on an actual rate
schedule.

Responses to audi-
ence questions about over-
al Austin Energy ratesand
expenses, the panel mem-
bers, werein the unlikely
position of defending the
utility. Duncan acknowl-
edged that the rate pro-
posal might seem drastic
because of the long inter-
val sincethelast one, but
that over the years, when
Austin Energy came to
Council with proposals,
they wererepeatedly given
the thumbs down because,
the utility wasnot at crisis
or in
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