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EDITORIALSYCOMMENTARY

By.JIianneM alveaux
NNPA Columnist

Newt Gingrichisplaying
radid paliticsandheisplayingto
win. Hrst hesaysthat black chil-
dren should get jobsasjanitors
(why not suggest they get the
sameconsulting contract hedid
a FreddieMac—I"mwith Mitt
Romney here whatdidGingrich
tell FreddieMacthat wasworth
morethenamilliondallars). Then
he saysthat hewantstotell the
NAACPthatweshoulddemand
jobs, not food samps. He so

By Cheryl Pear son-M cNeil
NNPA Columnist

Awards Show seeson is
here Thewhirlwindsessonhon-
oring the best of what andwho
wewatch onscreen (both large
andsmdl) officidly kicked off
withtheGolden Globes. Evenif
AwardsShowsaren' tyour thing,
youcan'tdeny thetyoudidn'tfed
pridewhenyouheard or reed (i
youdidn’twatch) thet thefabu-
lous Octavia Spencer won a
goldendatuettefor Best Support-
ingActressinaMotionFicture
for TheHd p, andgavethemogt

By Mignon Clyburn
Federal Communications

Commission

Whiletheobstaclescon-
fronting ustoday may differin
some ways from the ones
faced by Civil Rights icons
such as The Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., we still find
oursalvesfighting for equality
and equity infar too many of
our netion’scommunities, Sark
disparitiesremain within the
workplace, ineducation, hedth
care, advanced technologies,
and civicengagement.

By. Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist

“Wehopewhat younggters
get out of the gory isthat under
somedirecircumganceswepre-
vailed. We peformed success
fully and we opened doors that
they don't havetofightto.” Cal.
Charles McGee, “Red Tails’
technica consultant and surviv-
ing member of theTuskegeeAir-
men

Last week, | atended the

bridiesat Fox commentator Juen
Williamsthat hegetsagtanding
OinSouthCardlina Andhehas
repestedly described Presdent
Barack Obama as a “food
samp’ Presdent. It'sracebait-
ing, pure and smple, and few
havecdledhimonit.
Thetruefoodsampdory
goessomethinglikethis In2006
just 26.5millionAmericansre-
cavedfoodgamps By 2011the
number had goikedtomorethan
45millionpeople Thishasbeen
theresult of theGrest Recesson
thet has left at least 13 million
peopleaffiadly unemployedfor
anaverageof 40weeks Those
arethecffiad numbers butthey
may betwiceashighwhenwe
condder thepeoplewhohavepat
timework andwantful imework
andthosewho havedropped out
of the labor market because it
cogstoomuchtolook forwork.
Presdent Obamaisnot afood

moving acceptance gpeech of
the evening, pargphrasing Dr.
MartinLuther King, J.

Chances are you didn't
watch Octaviasvictory (by the
way, she rocked a gorgeous
Tadashi Shoji lavender chiffon
draped V-neck gownwithjewe
details) because according to
Nidsen, theGolden Globesdoes
notrank inthetop 10of Awards
Programs viewed by African-
Ameicans

Thetopthree2011 shows
weretheGrammyAwards BET
AwardsandAcademy Awards,
whichattracted 4.1 million, 3.9
millionand25millionBlackvien-
ers respectively. The research
vdidatesthevery commonsanse
fact that wearemoreindinedto
watch TV showsandmoviesthet
most heavily indudepeoplewho
looklikeus

Case-in-point: African-
American viewership for the
2010A cademy Awardswasup

Fortunately, there are
leaders and committed indi-
vidudsinthisgreat nationwho
continue to press beyond the
mark and pavetheway for the
American Dream to be real-
izedby usdl. Louisana'sown
Danid “Danny” Bakewdll is
onesuch person.

Bakewdl isaprominent
leader, entrepreneur, business-
man, humanitarian and civil
rightsactivist. Asfounder and
chairman of Los Angeles
Brotherhood Crusade, an or-
ganization dedicated to build-
ing and keeping resources
within the black community,
Bakewd | raised and digtributed
over $60 milliontothecommu-
nity in the 35 years that he
sarvedascharman.Andinhis
home city of New Orleans,
Bakewd | bought and restored
to health the heritageAfrican

New York premiere of a new
George L ucasfilmabout thehe-
roicexploitsof thed|-black fighter
pilot squadron that helped
America defest the Nazi’s in
World War II. | am not in the
businessof promating new mov-
ies. But, there are severd rea
sonsthat compd metohighlight
the rdease of “Red Tals” the
story of thepioneering Tuskegee
Airmen. Fird, the movie has a
virtudly al-black castwith black
mae heroes — a rare depiction
by Hallywood. CubaGooding, J.,
Terrence Howard, Nate Parker,
DavidOydowo, andNE-Y Odl
play key roles. Lucas has sad
thet the black theme and black
cast were mgjor reasons Holly-
wood repeatedly declined to
back the film. He struggled 23

Who Gets Food Samps?

dampspresdent; heisapres-
dentwhoinheritedaneconomic
crigs Newtisbengextremdy
disngenuousandextraordinarily
racistinhisfood sampsrap.
Whileabout 14 percent of
al of us—onein saven —gets
food damps, insomedatesthe
numberisashighasoneinfive
InSouth Caroling for example,
poverty isgreater thenitisinthe
netionand 18.2 percent of South
Cadiniansgetfoodgtamps The
numberinMaineis18.6 percatt,
in Louisana 19.2 percent, in
Michigan19.7 percant,inOregon
20.1 percent, andinMissssippi
20.7 parcent. Giventheradd dy-
namics in South Cardling, did
Newtdeddetoshowoutinadae
wherethereismorepoverty then
esawhere, andwhentherecid
resentments (remember | said
Confederateflagwaving) don't

need much fud to turn to fire.
Hegot astanding O by pander-
ingtoracid Sereotypes Andthet
pandering may well have pro-
pdledhimintovictory.

Newt has managed to
pant food gampsasablack pro-
gram, partly by describing our
presdent as a “food samps’
president, and partly by putting
food sampsincontextwiththe
NAACR ButMr. Gingrich, of-
tentoutedfor hisintdligence must
be bright enough to know that
most food Samp recipientsare
not African American. Indeed,
according to the Associated
Press, 49 percent of food tamp
recipientsarewhite, 26 percent
aeAfricanAmeican,and20pe-
cent areHigpanic. Indeed, some
of the folks who gave Newt a
danding O are food stamp re-
cipients, but they chasetobond

withNewt sracidly coded mes-
sagesingeed of their own eco-
nomicredlity.

Poverty has a different
facethanit hasever hadbefore,
Peoplewhousedtohavehigjobs
and fancy cars are now Strug-
glingtomakeendsmest. People
who dwaysstruggled are now
grangling. Morethan2million
familieshavedoubledupinthe
past year because they needed
afamily lifdinetosavethar lives
andtheir worlds Morethan 40
percent of African American
children livein poverty. Newt
Gingrichwould blamethepoor
forther gtugtion, buttheeconomy
thet Pres dent Obamainherited
is an economy that has thrust
peopleintodespair. Foodstamps
arealifdineformany. Howdare
candidateGringrichattack Pres-
dent Obamafor providingreief

And the Award Goes To...

awhopping43%oover theprevi-
ous year. We represented 11%
of the 26.8 million Americans
whotunedin. Thet' sbecausewe
hadmgor represantationin2010
andthereforeavetedinterestin
patiapetinginHalywood'shig-
gestnightvicaioudy fromaur liv-
ingrooms 2010, of course, was
the year of Precious, giving
Mo’ Nigue a Best Supporting
Actress Ocar.

Newcomer Gabourey
Sdibewasnominated for Best
Adress Morgan Freaman(who
was honored at this year’'s
Golden Globeswiththe presti-
giousCedl B.DeMiilleLifetime
Achievement Awardfromnone
otherthen Sdney Poitier) walked
away with a golden gatue for
BetActorinlnvictus

Thisyear’sseason could
becomparabletothe2010 sea
on. If Oscar buzzisonpaint, bath
ViolaDavisand Spencer will re-
caveOscar nomindionsfor their

roesinTheHdpasbestActress
and Best SupportingActressa
this year’s Academy Awards
I’'m going to be glued to the
screentoseehow well our girls
doandwhichdesignersthey'll be
wearing (wouldn'titbegrest if
they each rocked a Black
desgner’s gown)? Given our
viewing trends, | suspect more
of uswouldbeevenmoreindined
to watch this year if Eddie
Murphy hadn’t dropped out as
the hogt. But we'll see come
February 26.

Themovieindustry gener-
aesgpproximatdy $12hillionin
annud revenueinthesters Afri-
canrAmericansacoount for 11%
of moviegoars Themost frequent
moviegoarsinour community are
12-17year-ddsand45-54 year-
olds. Blacksaremorelikdy to
prefer ActionAdventureflicks,
followedby Comedies

Red Talls, the powerful
GeorgeLucasfilmaboutthecou-

rageous Tuskegee Airmen re-
cently opened. Didyouexerdse
your consumer power andrush
to s2e it? Opening weekend it
clamed the#2 oot at the Box
Officebringinginmorethan$19
millionaccordingtotheHolly-
woodReparter. KudostoGeorge
Lucasfor telingoneof our $o-
ried

DedingwithHallywood
ISt rocket sciencepeople. We
whineand complain about not
havingenoughmoviesthatreflect
us. But we know that whining
and complainingamongst our-
svesdoesn'teutit. If wewant
to prove our clout we have to
show up and put our money
whereour complaningmouths
are, becauseHollywood spegks
fluent” Green’-asinmulah, cash
ormoney. Bathadvertisngand
maketingdollars aswdl asfilm
digribution, arebessdontheealy
performance of each release,
whichexplainswhy somefilms

Bakewell’s Digital L egacy

American newsand informa-
tion radio station, WBOK
(AM), efter it was destroyed
by HurricaneKatrina.

As a newspaper pub-
lisher for somel4years | have
adeep felt respect for news-
paper publishers Andlagtyear,
| was thrilled to learn that
Danny Bakewell wasel ected
chairman of the National
Newspaper PublishersAsso-
cion.

Since the first African
American newspgper waspub-
lishedin 1827, theBlack Press
has had agreat impact on so-
cietal, political and civic
thought and engagement. In
the*60s, * 70sand * 80s, how-
ever, AfricanAmerican publi-
cationsfaced severeobstecles,
andinmany caseswereforced
to lay off employees and cut
out sections. The recent eco-

“Red Tails”

yearsto get mgor gudiofinanc-
ing.“1 showedittodl of them,”
he sad, “and they said no, we
don't know how to market a
movie like this” He wound up
pouring $58 million of hisown
money intotheproject.

The second reason | am
excited about thisfilmisthat re-
cent commentsby political can-
didates denigrating the African
Americancommunity andreviv-
ing outdated Stereotypes, make
it more important than ever to
spatlight thehigtoriccontributions
and public service of black
Americans

Injust thelast few weeks,
twopresidentia candidates, Rick
Santorum and Newt Gingrich,
have perpetuated fdse and de-

nomic downturn resulted in
another seriesof setbacksfor
AfricanAmerican newspapers
and other Black newsorgani-
zations that could not be ig-
nored.

While leading the Na-
tiona NewspapersPublishers
Association and Black Press
USA, Bakewd | worked with
ateemtomodernizetheframe-
work of the organization, se-
cure additional readership,
grow ad revenue, and help
keep African Americans
abreadt of newsand critica in-
formation, whichincluded ef-
fortstoclosethedigita divide.

One significant step
taken by Bakewell and his
teamwasprovidingitsmem-
ber publicationswithanonline
presence —acritical compo-
nent of securing readership
and growing revenue. Accord-

ingtoa2011 report by thePew
Research Center’sProject for
BExcdlenceinJourndism, online
newsconsumption continuesto
grow, and surpasses print
newspapersinboth ad revenue
and readership. For theNNPA
and Black Press USA mem-
bers, it wasclear that without
anonlinepresence, their future
wasat risk.

With the launch of
NNPA's new website, which
housesaccesstodl of itsmem-
ber publications, readers are
ableto accessnewsandinfor-
mationwiththeclick of abut-
ton. Today, virtudly everything
is being done online — from
paying billsto communicating
with employersto obtaining
newsandinformation. Unfor-
tunately, accessto high speed
broadband Internet service
amongAfrican Americansis

Shoots Down Stereotypes

dructiveradid gereotypesindes-
perateattemptsto scorepoalitica
points. In adiscusson of socid
assgance programs, Santorum
sad he doesn't want to “make
black peopl€ slivesbetter by giv-
ingthemsomeoned sgsmoney.”
Santorum’s gppalling comment
impliedthat peopleof color area
drain on resources mainly pro-
vided by whites, even though
about 70 percent of food gamp
recipientsarewhite.
Santorun’sstetement was
followed a few days later by a
comment from Newt Gingrich
thet “ African Americansshould
demand pay checks not food
stamps.” Gingrich has called
Barack Obama “The best food
damppresdentinAmericanhis-

tory.” We are outraged by the
comments of both candidates
and denounced themin separate
satements. The fact is, socid
safety net programs serve fami-
lies in dire circumstances from
al waksof life. Many of those
who now find themselves in
need, whatever thar ethnic back-
ground, arethevery peoplewho
have pad into these programs
and made sacrifices to support
their families and our nation
throughout their working lives.
Which brings me back to the
TuskegeeAirmen.

In the 1940s, before our
armed forces were integrated,
the Tuskegee Airmen became
the first black aviators in the
United Statesmilitary. They were

to45millionAmericand
Mogfooddampredpients
arepeoplewhoussdtowork, and
they would, frankly, rather be
working than recaiving asss-
tance. Butthey havedownsized
their lifestyles ther dreams and
their expectations They arewait-
ing for the job market to roar
back. Half of thed5millionare
white, and someof them stooo
togpplaud Gingrich. Dothey re-
dlythinkthetamanwhodistans
thepoor will providethemwitha
lifdine?Dothey redly believe
that aman who is sdling wolf
ticketstotheNAACP isredly
concarnedwiththewd | baingof
the least and the left out. The
poverty that too many Amei-
cans experience is repugnant.
Theextent towhich paliticians
trividizesuch poverty ischarac-
terreveding. Whowill putAmeri-
canback towork?Whowill d-
levigtepoverty?

areheretoday, gonetomorrow.
Ticket sdes data is released
based ontheFriday (darting &t
12:01 am.) through Saturday
sdesand Sunday egtimates. We
hear/read about the “top five’
rated movieson Monday. A no-
tableexceptiontothat rulewas
TheHédp, whichopenedinthe
#2 spot last August; thenshot to
#1 — thanks to word of mouth
andthecontroversy surrounding
thefilm—then stayed therefor
three weeks, grossing
$169,585,995. POWER!

Ladtly, | have the honor
onceagain, of beingamember
of the Sdection Committeefor
the 42nd NAACP Image
Awards(the41s ImageAwards
ranked #8 on the top 10 of
Awards Programsfor African-
Americansin2011), whichars
on anew network thisyear on
February 17. Hmmm. What t
wear and howtostylemy hair?
Deddons dedsons Fordl of us

sgnificantly lower when com-
paredtotheoveradl population,
putting many of our communi-
ties in further jeopardy. The
Internetisliberatinginavari-
ety of ways, and by embrac-
ing broadband technologies
through NNPA and Black
PressUSA, Bakewd | ishelp-
ingtobringequdity todll.
Bakewell’sdedication
to bringing communitiesto-
gether, strengthening civic
engagement, creating stron-
ger communitiesand building
equity inminority communi-
ties, will have atremendous
impact for years to come.
Although hiswork isfar from
over, his legacy is already
secured. Our nationisgreater
because of histhoughtful vi-
sonand steadfast dedication.
For that, and so much more,
thank you, Danny Bakewell.

trained at Tuskegee Ingtitute,
now TuskegeeUniversity inAla
bama. Despite discrimination,
during World Wer 11, these bril-
liant airmen fought fascism
abroad and returned tofight rac-
ism back home.

L ucas teamed with black
co-executive producer, Charles
Foyd Johnson, and black direc-
tor, Anthony Hemingway tocre-
ate afilm they dl hope will in-
spire a new generation of Afri-
can American youth. The mes-
sage of the movie...the lesson
of theTuskegeeAirmenisclear:
Wehavethe power toovercome
any barrier to serve our nation
and achieve our dreams. One
moviewon't solvethe problem,
butwethinkit'sanimportant step
intheright direction.



