
INSIDE

RAPPIN’
Thomas Wyatt

TPATPATPATPATPA
TEXAS
PUBLISHERS
ASSOCIATION

www.TheAustinVillager.com

This paper can
be recycled

http://austintexas.gov/covid19
| G

ET TH
E FA

C
TS | FR

EE PU
BLIC

 C
O

V
ID

-19 TESTIN
G

 | TR
A

C
K

IN
G

 D
IG

ITA
L D

A
SH

BO
A

R
D

| SELF-A
SSESSM

EN
T | STAY H

O
M

E O
R

D
ER

S | H
EA

LTH
 PR

O
V

ID
ER

S | C
A

R
E

Vol. 49    No. 36                         Phone:  512-476-0082                          Email: vil3202@aol.com                          April 21, 2023

49 YEARS

GoFundMe
This government ad-

ministration, state and na-
tional, have no clue on what
is going on out here.

Math is simple. Guns
buy silence. The politicians
refuse to do anything about
guns because we, as average
non-billionaire citizens, can’t
throw enough money at
them to change their morali-
ties. As long as the gun lob-
byist pay for their expensive
getaways, children’s college
funds, and houses along the
eastern coast from Florida to
Maine, you’ll never see com-
mon sense gun laws in this
country.

And I’ll tell you what’s
bizarre. A young lady by the
name of Payton Washington
was shot in Elgin after finish-
ing her cheerleading practice.
Why, you might ask? Because
her teammate opened the
door to the wrong car in an
H-E-B parking lot. A mistake.
After quickly realizing this
mistake, Washington’s friend
closed the passenger door of
the wrong car and got into
her own.

The passenger of the
mistaken car, Pedro Tello
Rodriguez Jr., got out of his
vehicle, walked over to
Washington’s vehicle, and
started shooting. Thank God,
he was arrested. Washington,
however, was airlifted to the
hospital in critical condition
after being shot in the back.

The bizarre thing? A
GoFundMe page is set up for
Washington.

A GoFundMe page.
You know what? Every

single gun-loving politician in
this state should be paying
her medical bills. Why should
anyone have to contribute to
this? Why should Washing-
ton need it?

These politicians be-
lieve the problem isn’t theirs;
but ours.

I believe we, as private
citizens, should form a new
directive for GoFundMe’s
across the country for this
kind of nonsense. We should
form GoFundMe’s to sue
gun-loving politicians, gun
lobbyists, and gun manufac-
turers, alike.

To get changes made,
so stuff like this stops hap-
pening, is to hit these jokers
where it hurts.

Vote’em out of office.
Throw’em out on their ass.
Attack their pocketbooks. Re-
veal how much they make
from gun supporters that en-
abled Washington getting
shot.

Because I guarantee
you this. Those bastards
make a hell of a lot more
money than the $100,000
Payton Washington’s
GoFundMe is asking for.

Oh, P.S. – Did you know
Washington accepted an of-
fer to join the Baylor
University’s athletic and tum-
bling team in the fall? Yeah.
Sucks, huh?

US Supreme Court Rules:
Rodney Reed to get DNA Testing

by Roxanna Asgarian
THE TEXAN TRIBUNE

Texas death row inmate Rodney Reed has long maintained his
innocence; and now, the U.S. Supreme Court is giving him his
chance to prove it.

(THE TEXAS TRIBUNE) - The U.S. Supreme
Court cleared the way Wednesday for Texas death
row inmate Rodney Reed to pursue DNA testing on
evidence that his attorneys say may help exoner-
ate him.

Reed, a Black man, was convicted in 1998 of
killing Stacey Stites, a white 19-year-old, in Bastrop.
Reed has maintained his innocence and has been
engaged in a yearslong battle to get crime scene
evidence, including the murder weapon, tested for
traces of DNA.

“The U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling today is a
critical step toward the ultimate goal of getting DNA
testing in Rodney Reed’s case,” said Parker Rider-
Longmaid, one of Reed’s attorneys. “We are grate-
ful that the Court has kept the courthouse doors
open to Mr. Reed, a Black man who has spent 24
years on death row for the murder of a white
woman with whom he was having an affair, a crime
he has steadfastly maintained he did not commit.”

Reed was set to be executed in November
2019, but the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals stayed
the execution and sent his case back to a lower court
to review new claims, including that Reed was in-
nocent. But after a 2021 evidentiary hearing, the
district judge ruled against granting Reed a new trial.

Reed petitioned the state to test the DNA evi-
dence that he says will exonerate him, but the state
argued against that testing, saying that the crime
scene items were improperly stored and therefore
could be contaminated. In 2014, a district court
ruled in favor of the state, and in 2017, the Criminal
Court of Appeals affirmed that decision.

The issue the Supreme Court took up was
whether Reed waited too long to seek relief in fed-
eral court. The statute of limitations for due pro-
cess claims is two years; the state argued that the
clock started after Reed lost at trial in 2014. Reed’s
lawyers contended that the clock started after the
Criminal Court of Appeals denied Reed’s motion for
a rehearing in October 2017. His federal civil rights
lawsuit was filed in August 2019.

In an amicus brief in the case, the NAACP ar-
gued that a decision to limit the amount of time a
prisoner has to bring due process claims would “dis-
proportionately harm Black people and other
people of color, who are more likely to be wrong-
fully convicted and must rely on access to DNA evi-
dence to prove their innocence.”

The high court agreed that the statute of limita-
tions “begins to run when the state litigation ends, in
this case when the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals
denied Reed’s motion for rehearing.” In a 6-3 decision,
Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote that starting the clock
before the state court process was exhausted would
encourage plaintiffs to file state and federal suits si-
multaneously, creating “parallel litigation.”

“We see no good reason for such senseless
duplication,” Kavanuagh wrote.

Kavanaugh was joined by Justices Sonia
Sotomayor, Elena Kagan, Amy Coney Barrett and
Ketanji Brown Jackson. Justices Clarence Thomas,
Samuel Alito and Neil Gorsuch dissented. Reed’s
case will now return to the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, which will reconsider his request for DNA
testing.

(AUSTIN, TX) - April is National Fair Housing Month and the City of Austin Office of Civil Rights is celebrating the
55th anniversary of the Fair Housing Act that marks the landmark civil rights law signed by President Lyndon B.
Johnson on April 11, 1968.  The Fair Housing Conference will be hosted on Wednesday, April 26, 2023 at the Norris
Conference Center located at 2525 W. Anderson Lane, Suite 365 (Bus route 803) from 8:00pm – 4:00pm.

The Fair Housing Act made discrimination in housing transactions unlawful and prohibits discrimination in hous-
ing because of race, color, national origin, religion, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability,
and familial status. The Act intends to provide fair housing throughout the country.

“The City of Austin’s Fair Housing Conference will feature a full day of conversations including topics on legal
updates and current issues in fair housing, along with conversations on creating communities of opportunity and
providing an opportunity to assess how far we have come with fair housing,” said Tamela Saldana Ph.D., Interim
Director of the Office of Civil Rights.

The Office of Civil Rights is also honored to announce that Candace Valenzuela, Southwest Regional Adminis-
trator of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development will be the keynote speaker at this year’s confer-
ence, speaking to confronting challenges that our communities face.

The event is free and open to the public and will have a complimentary lunch for attendees.  Anyone interested
in attending the conference should register online at  https://bit.ly/FHC0423 or call 512-974-3251 by Friday, April 21,
2023 to ensure their spot.

City of Austin Office of
Civil Rights hosting Fair

Housing Conference

Gun laws ain’t the
only thing lacking
common sense.
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Jalen Hurts
may have the best

sports agent in
the game.
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