
INSIDE

RAPPIN’
Thomas Wyatt

T PA
T E X A S
P U B L I S H E R S
A S S O C I A T I O N

www.TheAustinVillager.com

This paper can
be recycled

http://austintexas.gov/covid19
| G

ET TH
E FA

C
TS | FR

EE PU
BLIC

 C
O

V
ID

-19 TESTIN
G

 | TR
A

C
K

IN
G

 D
IG

ITA
L D

A
SH

BO
A

R
D

| SELF-A
SSESSM

EN
T | STAY H

O
M

E O
R

D
ER

S | H
EA

LTH
 PR

O
V

ID
ER

S | C
A

R
E

Vol. 48    No. 37                         Phone:  512-476-0082                          Email: vil3202@aol.com                          April 29, 2022

EXPLAINER: Will a Russian
prisoner exchange impact Griner?

FILE - Phoenix Mercury center Brittney Griner sits during the first half of Game 2 of basketball's WNBA Finals against
the Chicago Sky, Wednesday, Oct. 13, 2021, in Phoenix. Griner is easily the most prominent American citizen known
to be jailed by a foreign government. Yet as a crucial hearing approaches next month, the case against her remains
shrouded in mystery, with little clarity from the Russian prosecutors. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri, File)

By DOUG FEINBERG | AP NEWS

(AP) - Brittney Griner remains detained in Rus-
sia and it’s unclear how an unexpected prisoner ex-
change between the United States and Russia that
freed marine veteran Trevor Reed on Wednesday
will affect the status of the WNBA star.

Griner has been detained in Russia since mid-
February.

The deal announced by the U.S. and Russia
involving Reed, an American imprisoned for nearly
three years, would have been a notable diplomatic
maneuver even in times of peace. It was all the more
surprising because it was done as Russia’s war with
Ukraine has driven relations with the U.S. to their
lowest point in decades.

Griner, a two-time Olympic gold medalist who
plays for the WNBA’s Phoenix Mercury, was arrested
in Russia for allegedly possessing a cannabis deriva-
tive legal in much of the world. The offense can
mean up to 10 years in prison. Experts have pre-
dicted the two-time Olympic gold medalist could
get much less if convicted.

Like many top WNBA players, Griner plays
overseas as a way to supplement her income. She

was returning to the country after the Russian
League, in which she also plays, was taking a break
for the FIBA World Cup qualifying tournament.

WHAT THE PRISONER EXCHANGE MEANS?
It is unclear if Reed’s release will have any bear-

ing on Griner’s case. It seems unlikely to have any
immediate impact in part because the administra-
tion played down the idea of a broader rapproche-
ment with Moscow at a time when Russia is at war
with Ukraine.

IS GRINER’S CASE SIMILAR?
In addition, Griner’s case is at a much differ-

ent status than that of Reed, who had been con-
victed in a Russian court and sentenced to nine years
in prison. Griner’s case, by contrast, has yet to wind
through the Russian court system, with the evidence
and facts still unclear.

The U.S. had assessed Reed and another
American, Michigan corporate security executive
Paul Whelan, to have been unjustly detained by
Russia and had officials had pressed Moscow for
their release. American officials have not yet made
a similar determination about Griner, meaning that
their role — at least overtly — is generally confined
to ensuring she has access to consular services while
behind bars.

WHERE IS GRINER NOW
The 6-foot-9 Griner is being held in a deten-

tion facility near Moscow. She has been meeting
with her lawyers regularly and had a visit with a U.S.
Embassy official last month to check on her condi-
tion.

State Department spokesperson Ned Price said
last month that Griner appeared “to be in good con-
dition.” Price did not identify the official who had
been granted consular access to Griner.

WHAT’S NEXT?
Griner had her detention extended to May 19.

More information about her case may emerge then.
But regardless of the factual allegations against her
in court, it’s impossible to divorce the legal case
from the broader political implications.

In some cases, U.S. officials do speak out loudly
when they’re convinced an American has been
wrongly detained. But Griner’s case is barely two
months old and officials have yet to make that de-
termination. A State Department office that works
to free American hostages and unjust detainees is
not known to be involved.Trevor Reed
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“...the land of the
free...” To be honest, I
don’t know what Francis
Scott Key saw through his
star-spangled eyes, but it
sure as hell wasn’t the fu-
ture.

Does anyone still be-
lieve this is the “land of the
free?” I bet those of you
experiencing this housing
crisis and/or property taxes
fiasco don’t believe so.

I bet those of you
who are paying ridiculous
utility bills after almost
freezing to death don’t be-
lieve so.

I bet those of you
whose mail-in ballots were
thrown out over political
BS don’t believe so.

I bet those of you
who may have been disci-
plined over voicing your
opinions don’t believe so,
either.

And that may be
what we call this week’s is-
sue of the VILLAGER: Free
Speech (or lack thereof).

Because a lot of ar-
ticles and stories you read
today somehow revolves
around that very subject.

With the recent pur-
chase of Twitter by Elon
Musk, I believe the theory
of free speech in America
is about to get severely
tested.

But let’s face it, any
platform, whether it be live
or digital, is a catalyst for
disagreement.

The question be-
comes, how free are you to
express yourself in this
country?

What can you say;
and what can you not say?

For a while, the so-
called “cancel culture cru-
saders” were up in arms
over being hogtied after
comments they made.
Those comments led to
negative repercussions
varying from losing en-
dorsements to losing pay-
checks.

Now that the social
temperature has dialed
down a bit, those crusad-
ers are coming back for
their just pounds of flesh.

Which brings me
back to Twitter. The con-
servatives, who bore the
greatest burden of the free
speech wars, are eyeing a
return to Twitter after be-
ing banned for various
“violations” to the
platform's policies. Musk
has stated his total resolu-
tion for free speech. Which
is funny. Musk purchased
Twitter for $44 billion dol-
lars.

That “free speech”
actually does come with a
price tag, doesn’t it?
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