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Safety
Mythicized?

Central Texas com-
munities are once again
confronting the uneasy
balance between public
safety and civil liberties.
This week, the City of
Pflugerville abruptly shut
down its network of Flock
license-plate reader cam-
eras, covering the devices
and turning the system off.
The decision arrives with
little public explanation,
leaving residents to won-
der why a surveillance tool
adopted in the name of
safety was halted so sud-
denly — and what happens
to the data it collected.

Across the region,
automated surveillance
has expanded quietly,
often without robust pub-
lic debate. Cities adopt
these systems under the
promise of crime reduc-
tion, yet offer few details
about oversight, retention
policies, or misuse safe-
guards. When a city dis-
ables such a system
overnight, it underscores
what civil-rights advocates
have warned for vyears:
technology deployed with-
out transparency can just
as easily be withdrawn
without accountability.

Austin’s own conver-
sations about policing, pri-
vacy, and community trust
make Pflugerville’s move
especially relevant. If a
neighboring city can shut
down a surveillance net-
work with no public
process, what does that
mean for Travis County and
surrounding area residents
who have been told these
tools are essential? And
how do communities en-
sure that decisions about
monitoring — whether
adopting or abandoning —
reflect democratic input
rather than administrative
convenience?

The shutdown should
prompt a broader regional
review. What metrics de-
termine whether surveil-
lance tools work? Who
evaluates risks to marginal-
ized communities dispro-
portionately affected by
policing technologies? And
how can cities guarantee
that data collected under
one policy isn’t repurposed
under another?

Pflugerville’s decision
is more than a technical
adjustment. It’s a reminder
that public safety cannot
be outsourced to opaque

systems. Central Texas
communities need
straightforward answers,

consistent standards, and a
public voice in shaping
how — and whether —
surveillance fits into their
future.
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Travis Co. and Clerk sue over
Ballot by Mail Fiasco

Travis County Clerk’s Office
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Travis County Clerk Dyana Limon-Mercado and Travis County have joined a National
Coalition federal lawsuit against the Trump administration over Ballot by Mail executive
orders. Photo credit Dyana Limon-Mercado / https://www.facebook.com/

(TRAVIS COUNTY, TX) — Travis County Clerk
Dyana Limon-Mercado and Travis County have
joined a federal lawsuit challenging the Trump Ad-
ministration’s proposed USPS rules that would al-
ter the Ballot by Mail process. The Clerk took this
action because the rule threatens to disrupt elec-
tion operations and create confusion for voters
ahead of the November midterm elections.

Beyond the significant operational and finan-
cial burdens the rule would impose on the County,
voters who rely on Ballot by Mail are at risk of be-
ing confused or even disenfranchised this close to
Election Day.

“Our elections are administered by local
officials who understand the voters and commu-
nities we serve. We should not be forced to navi-
gate last-minute federal rules that create confu-
sion, delay ballots, and make it harder for eligible
voters to participate,” said County Clerk Dyana
Limon-Mercado. "This rule creates unnecessary
confusion and puts the burden on voters and local
election officials. Travis County will continue do-
ing everything we can to protect voters’ ability to
participate in our elections.”

With fewer than 70 days until the Joint Gen-
eral and Special Elections on November 3, and
less than three weeks before the earliest mail bal-
lots are scheduled to go out, the proposed USPS
rule introduces significant operational costs and

legal challenges. Texas election administrators are
already working through unresolved issues with
the Secretary of State’s rollout of the TEAM 2.0
election system, many of which directly affect Bal-
lot by Mail. Adding untested federal regulations to
an already strained system could jeopardize vot-
ers’ ability to cast their ballots securely and on
time.

The proposed USPS rule would have a direct
and harmful impact on voters, particularly those
who depend on Ballot by Mail to participate safely
and reliably. Sudden changes to

long-standing procedures risk creating confu-
sion about how to correctly complete and return a

ballot, increasing the likelihood of delays, re-
jected ballots, or missed deadlines. For many vot-
ers—including seniors, people with disabilities,
and those who cannot vote in person—Ballot by
Mail is their primary method of participating in
our democracy. Introducing major changes to
election procedures this close to Election Day
threatens their ability to cast a ballot that is
counted, and undermines the clarity, consistency,
and trust that voters deserve from the election
process.

The federal lawsuit was filed by the Campaign
Legal Center (CLC) media@campaignlegalcenter.
org, and Democracy Defenders Fund (DDF)
press@democracydefenders.org.

United Heritage Hall Named as Austin’s New 4,000-Seat Venue
By Villager staff

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin’s newest major music venue
officially has a name: United Heritage Hall, a
4,000-capacity space set to open in spring 2027 in the
city’s rapidly developing Riverside neighborhood. The
venue is being built as part of River Park, a 109-acre
mixed-use district that will include housing, restaurants,
retail, and cultural spaces. Developed by AEG Presents
in partnership with Westfield, Partners Group, and Pre-
sidium, the hall is designed to blend Austin’s storied
live-music heritage with modern production capabilities
and an intimate, fan-focused experience. The naming
comes through a partnership with United Heritage
Credit Union, which will celebrate its 70th anniversary

the same year the venue opens.

AEG Presents leaders say United Heritage Hall is
intended to become an iconic addition to Austin’s music
landscape, offering improved sightlines, state-of-the-art
sound and lighting, and dedicated artist spaces within
its roughly 65,000-square-foot footprint. Located min-
utes from downtown and Austin-Bergstrom Interna-
tional Airport, the venue is expected to serve as a cul-
tural anchor for East Austin while expanding opportuni-
ties for touring acts and local musicians alike. The com-
pany also plans to transform the nearby Emo’s building
into an additional venue beginning in 2027, further ex-
panding Austin’s live-music infrastructure.
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Aircraft carrier
should be
named after
World War Il
hero.

See MILLER, page 2

This paper can
be recycled

Giving care can
be a hard
thankless job
for some.
See HEALTH, page 2

Dolly
remembered as
one of Austin’s

finest.
See LEGACY, page 3

City council
looking into
Data Center
regulations.
See DIscuss, page 3
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