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ESD NESD NESD NESD NESD Nooooo.....22222
Sometimes, you are

torn between what’s right
and what’s fair.

Residents in the city of
Pflugerville filed suit
against the district’s board
for refusing to call an elec-
tion on lowering sale taxes
for Pflugerville residents.

At the heart of the is-
sue is the Pflugerville Fire
Department, also known as
Emergency Services District
No. 2; or ESD 2.

ESD 2 is currently col-
lecting a 0.5% tax rate from
residents in the Wells
Branch Library District
and a part of the city of
Pflugerville.

Meanwhile, ESD 2
collects a full 1% tax rate
from the remainder of
Pflugerville residents.

Just to be clear, this has
been the case since 2014, af-
ter a fiercely contested elec-
tion establishing the separate
tax rates.

So why the law suit
now? It is because, ESD 2 is
no longer providing ambu-
lance service in Pflugerville.

Pflugerville Resi-
dents for Responsible
Taxation, the party bringing
the law suit, says ESD 2 is
building a “MASSIVE” re-
serve, while not using the 1%
sales tax to provide ambu-
lance service to the city.

On the other hand,
Pflugerville Fire Department
claims if its revenue were
cut, it would not be able to
sustain current operations.

To be fair to ESD 2, I
understand the need to pay
for firefighters and equally
important staff members. To
be right, I do not agree that
ESD 2 should be allowed to
continue to charge a full 1%
tax rate while discontinuing
the services that afforded
them that right to begin with.

But do you know what
my biggest gripe with ESD
2’s argument is?

Justification.
ESD 2 has uploaded a

website claiming to justify
the reasons as to why not cut
their tax revenue. I have read
over their entire page and
nothing stands out more than
one reason as to why this
fight between entities is oc-
curring. And that is private
enterprise.

ESD 2 and the city of
Pflugerville could not agree
on a contract for serviceabil-
ity throughout the district.
Ergo, the city of Pflugerville
contracted a private for-
profit ambulance company
that ESD 2 claims had a
“documented record of poor
performance.”

Why do I bring this to
your attention, Austinites?
Because you might want to
pay closer attention to the
negotiations between our
APD and our City Council.
There’s more at stake here
than “revenue.”

(AUSTIN, TX) - Jazz
Legacy: A Community
Tribute to Dr. James Polk
will be held February 19,
2023 @ 5:00 pm at the
historic V ictory grill,
1104 E 11th St, Austin.
The tribute is Produced
by DiverseArts Culture
Works, Texas Music Mu-
seum and Women in
Jazz Association, Inc., in
association with Com-
munity Partners: Six
Square, East Austin Cre-
ative Coalition, Austin

Jazz Society, NAACP,
George Washington
Carver Ambassadors
and Jazz at St. James.

Dr. James Polk. Dr.
Polk has been a major and
significant influence on
hundreds of musicians both
in Austin and nationally for
more than six decades as
mentor and teacher,
bandleader, collaborator,
performer, composer, and
college professor. It is prob-
ably true that no other liv-
ing Austin jazz musician has

garnered the respect, love
and admiration as Dr. Polk.

The aim with this
Tribute is to bring to-
gether varied sectors of
the Austin Community
to offer long-deserved
recognition and ac-
knowledgment of Polk’s
contribution to the mu-
sic, culture, and Soul of
Austin. This is a city-wide
tribute to his lifetime of
musical accomplish-
ment and excellence,
and his selfless sharing

of those gifts with all he
touched.

The emcee for the
event will be Pamela
Hart, Artistic Director of
Women in Jazz. The host
performing ensemble
will be the Elias
Haslanger Quartet, a
variation of ‘Church on
Monday’ in which James
performed for the past
10 years. The event has
music at its core, but as
a celebration honoring
Dr. Polk, the event will

feature official Procla-
mations from the City
and County,
a c k n o w l ed ge m e nt s
from music and commu-
nity organizations, and
personal testimonials
from friends and col-
leagues. And because Dr.
Polk is such a visible part
of the local jazz scene, a
host of Austin’s best
musicians will share the
stage to perform with
the Elias Haslanger
Quartet.
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Carver Museum ATX Presents:
A Talk with Kam Franklin
Tuesday, February 21, 2023 - 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM

Kam Franklin

(AUSTIN, TX) - The Carver Museum ATX
and Six Square invite you to a special sympo-
sium with Kam Franklin of The Suffers, that ex-
amines the 2023 Black History Month theme,
“Black Resistance”, through the lens of self-ex-
pression and fashion. The story of resistance
fashion has become a form of protest art in its
own way - from Suffragettes to racial revolu-
tion activists, fashion can help to drive a move-
ment. As an application of self-expression, it
transcends the binary between those who cre-
ate and those who consume and reflects the
hyper-present. Fashion reflects culture, culture
reflects fashion. To have one is to have the
other. Kam Franklin takes these concepts and
shares her outlook on self-expression through
fashion, learning to rise above social norms,
and shining bight.

Kam Franklin is a singer-songwriter, music
producer, activist, writer, orator, model, visual
artist, and actress from Houston, Texas. She is
best known for her work with the Gulf Coast
soul band The Suffers, but Kam began perform-
ing gospel music at the age of 5. A three-time
recipient of the Houston Press Music Award for
Best Female Vocalist, Kam has performed on
five continents and has performed with The
Suffers backed by the Houston Symphony in
addition to being featured solo.
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