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MISSION
POSSIBLE

Last weekend, Austin
was assaulted by reckless
law-breaking individuals
from outside regions of the
state. People from San An-
tonio to Dallas came here
to have ‘street takeover’
events.

This so-called event
happens when groups of
people block busy intersec-
tions to do donuts with
their cars and other stupid
stuff. It’s not only unsafe for
them, but hazardous to ev-
eryone not participating in
such behavior.

Our police depart-
ment was tipped off before
hand by the San Antonio
authorities, but the infor-
mation given was too vague
to be of any significance.

However, after four of
these events happened
throughout south, north
and east Austin, six people
were arrested at the time of
this column. And yes, the
majority of which were His-
panic and Black.

One officer was in-
jured. Police vehicles were
hit with fireworks, bottles,
and rocks.

The question is: For
what?

Let me be clear. The
APD earned praise last
weekend. And while the
Austin City Council plays
games with APD contracts,
our city is under siege. We
have a shortage of 911 dis-
patchers that no one seems
to be talking about.

Hell, we have a short-
age of police officers that
no one seems to be talking
about.

I listen to the Travis
County Law Enforcement
channel on my police scan-
ner, daily. Believe me, the
stuff I hear is only a fraction
of what is going down in
our city. For anyone still
claiming they want the po-
lice defunded, you’re delu-
sional. You haven’t the
slightest indication of what
you ask.

Police reform? Yes.
Defund? Absurd. And this
little display of thuggism
over the past weekend is a
strong example as to why.

The Villager will be
running a six-month ad
campaign for dispatchers
and 911-call takers starting
this week. If you’re looking
for work, or want to start a
new challenging career, I
urge you to look over the
information and make the
moves necessary to get
started.

Because the simple
truth is, we can’t let politics
get in the way of our safety.
Imagine calling 911 and NO
ONE comes to help.

WaFd Bank Celebrates Grand
Opening of New Branch in Austin

In celebration of the grand opening of the Central Austin branch, WaFd Bank showed it support to the National
Association of Black Accountants Central Tex. Photo courtesy WaFd

(AUSTIN, TX) -
WaFd Bank celebrated
the grand opening of its
new Austin branch on
February 15, 2023. The
event featured a ribbon
cutting ceremony, re-
freshments, networking,
and a business card
raffle with prizes. WaFd
is excited to expand their
branch footprint from
the Dallas-Fort Worth
area into Austin to serve
clients and their com-
munity.

“WaFd Bank is
thrilled to be joining the
Austin community to
deliver straightforward
banking solutions to our
clients,” said Daniel
Bennett, WaFd Bank
Branch Manager. “We
are looking forward to
contributing to Austin’s
healthy and thriving
community.”

WaFd Bank celebrated the grand opening of its new branch located on North
Lamar Blvd. in Central Austin. Photo courtesy WaFd

TCSO Victim
Services Unit

Seeks Volunteers

The Travis County Sheriff’s Office Victim Ser-
vices Unit is seeking persons of excellent moral
standing to volunteer, providing immediate assis-
tance to victims of various criminal and crisis cir-
cumstances including, but not limited to: Family
Violence, Sexual Assaults, Child/Elder Abuse, Aggra-
vated Assaults, Robberies/Burglaries, Suicides,
Structure Fires, Death Notifications, Natural/Acci-
dental Deaths and Major Traffic Accidents.

Volunteers must complete a comprehensive,
in-person training program that is scheduled for
April 1 – May 6. (Saturdays 9am – 5pm). Volunteers
will also be accompanied on a series of calls before
being cleared to take calls independently.

Eligible candidates possess the sensitivity and
self-awareness necessary to provide effective assis-
tance to those in crisis. Volunteers need to be 21 or
older, with a reliable and insured vehicle, a working
cell phone and a schedule that allows for (4) four-
hour shifts of on-call duty per month. Eligible can-
didates must successfully clear a background check
that includes fingerprints.

To volunteer, visit https://www.tcsheriff.org/
victim-services/volunteers.

Famed coach talks
recruiting, history.
See SAMPSON
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Disney showcasing
first Black teen
superheroine.

See DIAMOND
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Who is
Jonathan Majors?

See STAR
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