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Cedric Richmond rebukes GOP,
Trump on Voting Rights

by Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National
Correspondent @StacyBrownMedia

U.S. Rep. Cedric Richmond, D-La.

(NNPA) - White
House Senior Advisor
Cedric Richmond contin-
ued the administration’s
forceful tone on voting
rights with a blistering
attack on Republicans
and former President
Donald Trump.

Richmond, who
served as Louisiana’s
representative in the
U.S. House for a decade
before assuming his cur-
rent role as the White
House Office of Public
Engagement Director,
said during a Zoom gath-
ering of reporters, that
voting rights are the
“bedrock of democracy.”

But GOP lawmak-
ers have a palpable fear
of Trump and losing re-
election bids if they go
along with Democrats
who want to make vot-
ing easier for all Ameri-
cans.

“Let me be very
clear, what has changed
is Donald Trump and his
stronghold on the Re-
publican Party and
people who don’t want
to get primaried,” Rich-
mond asserted.

The senior advisor
to the President was
asked why no Republi-

cans support passing
voting rights legislation
today, despite 16 Repub-
licans in 2006 voting in
favor of extending the
measure when pushed
by then Republican
President George W.
Bush.

 “President Joe
Biden has said that poli-
ticians worry about the
next election, but states-
men and stateswomen
worry about the next
generation,” Richmond
continued.

“The President and
the Vice President stood
up as a statesman and a
stateswoman. “Unfortu-
nately, these Republi-

cans fear the wrath of
Donald Trump, and that
is truly unfortunate
when you think about
how important this is to
the country. Their lack of
displayed courage is
something that we can’t
allow to stop us and
what we need to do.”

Richmond prom-
ised that the President
would continue to make
voting rights a theme of
his presidency.

“It is a very clear
fact, a given, that the
election in 2020 was one
of the most safe and se-
cure in our history. The
fact that [Trump] has
pushed the big lie –

some representatives
have stood up to it, and
most have not. It is just
an indication that their
Party has been hijacked
by former President
Trump,” Richmond de-
clared.

Earlier, both Presi-
dent Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris
gave speeches about the
significance of getting
voting rights passed.

In what the White
House called one of his
most forceful speeches,
Biden insisted that he
would “defend your
right to vote and our de-
mocracy against all en-
emies, foreign and do-
mestic.”

He questioned
where U.S. senators
stood on the issue.

On Thursday, Janu-
ary 13, Biden met with
Democratic senators on
Capitol Hill to discuss
voting rights and even
asked that they consider
abolishing or altering
the draconian filibuster
to ensure passage.

“The 15th Amend-
ment passed on a party-
line vote. One Party de-
livered the vote to pro-
tect African Americans’
right to vote,” Richmond
remarked.

“The filibuster rules
shouldn’t trump the
Constitution. The rules
are a means to an end.
The end here is voting
rights and free and fair
elections.”

Democratic
Sens. Manchin

and Sinema
Kill Any

Hopes for
Voting Rights

Legislation
by Stacy M. Brown,

NNPA Newswire
Senior National
Correspondent

@StacyBrownMedia

(NNPA) - President
Biden has whiffed in his
attempts to persuade hold
out Senate Democrats to
go around or abolish the
filibuster to get voting
rights legislation through
Congress.

The White House, led
by the President, had en-
gaged in a fiery campaign
to push bills through that
would protect voters
against the cavalcade of
suppression laws that have
passed in Republican-led
states in reaction to former
President Donald Trump’s

loss in the 2020 election.
Any hopes of getting

legislation through was
quashed when Sen.
Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ari-
zona), and Sen. Joe
Manchin (D-West Virginia)
reiterated their refusal to
change Senate rules so
that the John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act
and the Freedom to Vote
Act could pass.

The two renegade
Democrats pre-empted
President Biden’s visit to
the Capitol in embarrass-
ing fashion. Before he ar-
rived, the duo took to the
Senate floor to declare
they would not support
any changes to the filibus-
ter under any circum-
stances.

Unless the President
and other Democrats mi-
raculously find at least two
Republicans vote favorably
for changing the rules and
cast ballots in favor of vot-
ing rights legislation, the
push to blunt suppression
through lawmakers will
have died.

President Biden and
administration officials had

declared to get the bills
passed by any means nec-
essary.

“Like every other
major civil rights bill that
came along, if we miss the
first time, we come back
and try it a second time,”
President Biden offered.
“We missed this time.”

In a conciliatory tone,
the President described
the harm that anti-voting
laws may cause.

“And the state legis-
lative bodies continue to
change the law not as to
who can vote, but who
gets to count the vote —
count the vote,” President

Biden asserted.
“It’s about election

subversion, not just
whether or not people get
to vote.  Who counts the
vote?  That’s what this is
about.  That’s what makes
this so different than any-
thing else we’ve ever
done.”

He continued:
“I don’t know that we

can get it done, but I know
one thing: As long as I have
a breath in me, as long as
I’m in the White House, as
long as I’m engaged at all,
I’m going to be fighting to
change the way these leg-
islatures have moving.”

Sen. Manchin Sen. Sinema
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was one
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New York AG
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of Trump
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Knock-Knock
In May, you will have

the opportunity to vote
on a new Austin police
policy. In 2020, The Aus-
tin City Council adopted a
measure that limited the
use of no-knock warrants.

The Austin Police
Department’s current
manual states that a no-
knock warrant can be
used if an officer’s safety
is in jeopardy; And, the
warrant must be ap-
proved by the police com-
mander and a judge.

If Austinites vote to
ban this petition, then no-
knock warrants would be
strictly prohibited.

If I may speak freely,
I do not like no-knock war-
rants. I find them to be the
epitome of a catastrophe.

Look no further than
Breonna Taylor as a refer-
ence, although there are
most likely many local
cases that can be attrib-
uted as evidence as well.

So, when the day
comes, should I cast my
vote to ban and disband
the practice? Right now, I
don’t think so. Why? Be-
cause of the alternative to
what the ban would bring
into play.

If no-knock warrants
are banned, then police
officers will be required to
knock when serving a war-
rant, announce their pres-
ence, and then wait an-
other 15 seconds, before
entering the premises.

I’m all for knocking
and announcing. But I’m
not in agreement for po-
lice officers to wait 15 sec-
onds before entering.

Hold your watch up
or look at the clock on the
wall. Now count 15 sec-
onds. You will soon come
to realize how long that
period of time really is. Es-
pecially in a potentially
dangerous situation.

In a perfect world,
that time allotment may
very well be fine and
dandy. But it’s not a per-
fect world. And giving a
potential suspect that
much time is putting po-
lice officers at unneces-
sary risks.

Quite frankly, that
period of time is just too
long for me.

If the police have to
serve a warrant in a situa-
tion that once required a
no-knock, then they
should be required to
knock, announce and en-
ter the premises within a
three second period.


