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Different
Strokes

Community outrage
has surged this summer
after two Black teenagers
suspiciously drowned
while accompanied by
White peers, with many
residents describing the
incidents as painful re-
minders of long standing
racial inequities in safety,
accountability, and public
concern. Across both
communities, families,
neighbors, and local advo-
cates are expressing deep
frustration at what they
view as slow, inconsistent,
or insufficient responses
from authorities. The grief
is compounded by a sense
that the circumstances
surrounding the
drownings were treated
too casually, without the
urgency or scrutiny that
many believe would have
been applied had the ra-
cial demographics been
reversed.

In vigils, town halls,
and social media cam-
paigns, community mem-
bers are demanding full
transparency about the
events leading up to each
death, including who was
present, what supervision
existed, and how quickly
help was sought. Many
residents argue that the
narratives offered so far
feel incomplete or dis-
missive, leaving families
to shoulder not only their
loss but also the burden of
pushing for answers. The
fact that both teens were
with White peers at the
time has intensified calls
for a thorough investiga-
tion, with some activists
noting a pattern in which
Black youth deaths are
too quickly labeled “acci-
dents” without deeper in-
quiry into context, re-
sponsibility, or potential
negligence.

Local leaders, clergy,
and youth organizers have
emphasized that the out-
rage is not only about
these two tragedies but
about a broader climate in
which Black children are
often less protected, less
believed, and less priori-
tized. They are urging of-
ficials to treat the
drownings as community
crises requiring sustained
attention, not isolated
summer incidents. In both
neighborhoods, the teens
are being remembered as
vibrant, promising young
people whose lives were
cut short under circum-
stances that demand clar-
ity, accountability, and
systemic change.
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L egacy Under Siege

HISTORIC BLACK HOMEOWNERS FACE AGGRESSIVE

BUYOUT TACTICS NEAR 12TH & CHICON

Legacy residents describe pressure campaigns, misleading offers,
and relentless investor outreach as East Austin land values soar.

by Thomas Wyatt | EIC, The Villager

(EAST AUSTIN) - For decades, Black families liv-
ing around the 12th and Chicon corridor have sus-
tained one of East Austin’s most culturally rooted and
historically significant neighborhoods. Today, many
of those same households say they are facing a new
and deeply unsettling reality: a surge of aggressive
buyout tactics from investors seeking to capitalize on
rapidly rising land values. Residents describe a steady
stream of unsolicited phone calls, repeated knocks
at the door, and letters promising “fast cash” if they
agree to sell immediately. What investors present as
opportunity feels, to many families, like a coordinated
pressure campaign aimed at separating them from
homes that have anchored their lives for generations.

The tactics, residents say, are not isolated. They
reflect a broader pattern of displacement that has
reshaped East Austin over the past decade, as rede-
velopment accelerates and property values soar far
beyond what longtime homeowners originally paid.
Many families now find themselves navigating rising
taxes, escalating maintenance costs, and persistent
solicitation from buyers who frame selling as the only
sensible option. Community leaders warn that these
tactics amount to a modern form of extraction—one
that threatens to erase the last concentrated pock-

ets of Black homeownership in a neighborhood that
once served as a refuge from segregation and exclu-
sion.

Homeowners recount receiving multiple offers
from different companies within the same week,
some using language that implies urgency or impend-
ing financial risk. Elderly residents report being ap-
proached directly, sometimes without family present,
and being told their homes are “too old to maintain”
or “too expensive to keep.” Others say representa-
tives have suggested that the market is about to shift
and that selling now is the only way to avoid future
hardship. Housing advocates argue that these ap-
proaches disproportionately target households with
limited access to legal or financial guidance, leaving
families vulnerable to predatory persuasion at a mo-
ment when stability is already under strain.

Across the neighborhood, frustration is grow-
ing. Residents say the pressure campaigns do not sim-
ply threaten individual households—they threaten
the cultural continuity of a community that has al-
ready endured decades of displacement. As investor
interest intensifies, families who want to remain in
place are calling for stronger protections, clearer
oversight, and a public acknowledgment of what is
at stake: not just property, but history, identity, and
the right to remain rooted in a place their families
helped build.
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AISD students set to

walk the “Gap Mile” to
school due to funding.
See HIKE

Page 2

e .-d'-""

Yet another vote
delayed for the Anti-
Displacement Fund.

See STALL
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Data Centers become
common foe for
Texans on both

sides of the isle.
See ANGRY
Page 5
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