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49 YEARS

CONTRAST
Our publication has

tried to steer clear of the
Uvalde tragedy. For obvi-
ous reasons, it is something
we do not wish to cover or
rehash to the public. How-
ever, the fallout from the
incident has been over-
whelming. The recent
video leak of the police re-
sponse inside the school is
nothing short of horrific.

If we go back two
weeks ago, you’ll recall my
article on the police shoot-
ing of Jayland Walker. I’m
not going to rehash the de-
tails of that scenario, but I
would like to point out a
deep contrast that has
bugged me since seeing the
leaked video from Uvalde.

Walker was running,
not very fast mind you,
away from police and was
unarmed. Walker was more
of a threat to himself then
he ever was to the public.
Walker was chased down,
inside and outside, from his
car to a vacant parking lot
before eight officers
gunned him down like a
human piñata.

All the while, I’ve
never heard so many ‘F-
bombs’ coming from the
police. All you could hear
was ‘M*****F*****’ this
and ‘M*****F*****’ that.
It was as if this word was in
the training manual for
how to subdue Black
people.

The Uvalde video was
strikingly different. Even
though it was heard, and
known, the shooter was
killing kids, school police
chief Pete Arredondo is
seen, and heard, calling the
shooter “Sir” while trying
to negotiate the shooter’s
surrender. What; no ‘F-
bombs’ for a teenager with
an AR-15 murdering help-
less kids with the profi-
ciency of shooting fish in a
barrel?

I mean, if you watch
those two videos, side-by-
side, the devastating feel-
ing of ‘WTF’ rushes through
you like a Louisiana hurri-
cane. In one case, you have
eight officers unloading a
barrage of 90 bullets within
seconds on an unarmed
man; with over 90% of the
shots hitting Walker while
he’s already down.

In the other case, you
have more than a dozen
fully armed officers waiting
in a hallway, with some fid-
dling with cell phones, and
others just generally pass-
ing time bullshitting
around, while kids are be-
ing massacred.

What would happen
if the responding police in-
dividuals where switched
to deal with their opposite
counterpart’s scenario?

Petition to impeach Clarence Thomas
garners 1.2 mil signatures

Justice Clarence Thomas sits during a group photo at the Supreme Court in Washington, on Friday, April
23, 2021. Supreme Court justices have long prized confidentiality. It's one of the reasons the leak of a draft
opinion in a major abortion case last week was so shocking. But it's not just the justices' work on opinions
that they understandably like to keep under wraps. The justices are also ultimately the gatekeepers to
information about their travel, speaking engagements and health issues. (Erin Schaff/The New York Times
via AP, Pool, File)

by Raquel Rogers | HOUSTON DEFENDER

(DEFENDER) - A petition to get 1.3 million sig-
natures in support of the impeachment or resig-
nation of Supreme Court Associate Justice
Clarence Thomas is nearing its goal. The petition,
organized by public policy advocacy group
MoveOn, has already racked up more than 1.2
million signatures.

Per Newsweek, the petition is specifically fo-
cused on the role of Thomas’ wife, Virginia “Ginni”
Thomas, a conservative activist who sent inflam-
matory text messages to former White House Chief
of Staff Mark Meadows supporting “The Big Lie”
about the results of the 2020 presidential election.

“Thomas’ failure to recuse himself warrants
immediate investigation and heightened alarm,”
the petition reads. “And it’s only the latest in a long
history of conflicts of interest in the service of a
right-wing agenda and mixing his powerful role
with his conservative political activism. He has

shown he cannot be an impartial justice and is
more concerned with covering up his wife’s coup
attempts than the health of the Supreme Court.”

“He must resign,” it demands, “or Congress
must immediately investigate and impeach.”

The petition is not focused on Thomas’ opin-
ion last month in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization, which helped overturn Roe v Wade,
however, it notes, “Supreme Court Justice Clarence
Thomas — who sided with the majority on over-
turning Roe — made it clear what’s next: to over-
turn high court rulings that establish gay rights and
contraception rights.”

Appointed to the bench in 1991, Thomas is
the longest-serving member of the Supreme Court
and the most senior member of its conservative
majority.

Calls to impeach him are likely to fall on deaf
ears. Only one Supreme Court justice has ever
been impeached, and that was in 1804. Samuel
Chase was still acquitted by the Senate.

Beto O’Rourke sets fundraising record with $27.6 mil
BY PATRICK SVITEK | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

(TEXAS TRIBUNE) - Democratic gubernatorial
candidate Beto O’Rourke raised a staggering $27.6
million from late February through June, outraising
Republican incumbent Greg Abbott and setting a new
record for campaign fundraising in Texas.

O'Rourke's campaign announced the haul Friday
morning, and Abbott's followed with the announce-
ment that he raised $24.9 million over the same pe-
riod. O'Rourke's $27.6 million is the most a candidate
for state office in Texas has ever raised in a reporting
period.

Still, Abbott maintains a decisive advantage in
cash on hand. His campaign said it had $45.7 million
cash on hand as of June 30. O'Rourke's campaign did
not release that figure, but it had $6.8 million in the
bank as of mid-February.

Abbott’s campaign has long made clear it plans
to spare no expense on the race, predicting that it
will spend over $100 million total.

Beto O’Rourke
Photo credit: Gage Skidmore/Las Vegas
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