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A Resignation That Exposes
a Party at War with Itself

Jessica Cohen

By Thomas Wyatt | EIC, The Villager

(VILLAGER) - The resignation of Jessica Cohen
as chair of the Travis County Democratic Party is
more than an administrative shake up. It is a reveal-
ing moment for a local party struggling with inter-
nal distrust, fractured leadership, and the conse-
quences of ignoring warning signs that were visible
from the start. Cohen’s departure, delivered in a
terse email to State Democratic Party Chair Kendall
Scudder at 6:35 p.m. on July 27, marks the culmi-
nation of months of discord that made her position
untenable and left the party scrambling for stabil-
ity just months before a critical election cycle.

Cohen’s own explanation for stepping down
was blunt: “The constant discord surrounding my
election has made it impossible to fundraise or bring
unity to the CEC… Democracy is on the line and I
must put the party before myself.” Her admission
reflects a reality that had become impossible to ig-
nore. The County Executive Committee was not
merely divided—it was immobilized. Fundraising
stalled, trust eroded, and the party’s coordinated
campaign apparatus faltered under the weight of
internal conflict.

The roots of that discord trace back to the
moment Cohen was elected. Within weeks, precinct
chairs and party activists began circulating a peti-
tion calling for an investigation into eight serious
allegations against her, including concerns stem-
ming from her extensive criminal history, which had
been documented in detail by The Austin Bulldog.
Records showed convictions for burglary of a mo-

tor vehicle at age 17, aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon at age 18, and a long list of misde-
meanor offenses spanning more than a decade.
Critics feared that her past would become fodder
for GOP attack ads and jeopardize Democratic can-
didates countywide.

See FIRED, page 2

“WE’RE GONNA
NEED A

BIGGER BOAT!”
ERCOT (Electric Reli-

ability Council of Texas) is
warning that Texas’ power
grid is entering a period of
unprecedented strain,
driven by explosive load
growth from extreme heat,
rapid population increases,
and a surge of large AI
driven data centers. The
alert comes as the grid
shattered multiple demand
records this month, includ-
ing a peak of 91,308 mega-
watts on July 22 — the
highest electricity use ever
recorded in Texas.

ERCOT leaders told
state lawmakers that de-
mand could nearly double
by 2032, reaching 175,000
megawatts, a level far be-
yond today’s historic highs.
They attribute the pro-
jected spike to massive in-
dustrial expansion, popula-
tion growth, and dozens of
new high capacity data cen-
ters now under develop-
ment across the state.

Despite the record
breaking heat wave, the
grid remained stable this
week thanks to a dramatic
rise in solar generation and
battery storage, which sup-
plied up to one third of the
grid’s electricity during
peak hours. Solar output
hit a new record of 34,700
megawatts, helping ERCOT
maintain a buffer of more
than 20,000 megawatts
even at the height of de-
mand.

But ERCOT and state
regulators caution that this
stability masks deeper vul-
nerabilities. As solar drops
off sharply after sunset, the
grid becomes more depen-
dent on natural gas fired
plants, which regulators
say must expand to meet
nighttime and winter de-
mand. Public Utility Com-
mission Chair Thomas
Gleeson warned that Texas
will need a “balanced mix
of resources” to keep pace
with growth, especially as
data centers add enormous
new loads.

Energy analysts say
Texas is benefiting from its
rapidly diversifying grid,
but the long term challenge
is clear: without major ad-
ditions of dispatchable gen-
eration, battery storage,
and winter reliable infra-
structure, the state could
face reliability risks as de-
mand accelerates.

ERCOT’s warning un-
derscores a pivotal mo-
ment for Texas — one
where booming economic
growth and extreme
weather are reshaping the
grid faster than new power
can be built.

AISD Trustees Vote to Close Paredes
Middle School Effective Immediately

By Villager staff

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin ISD trustees have offi-
cially voted to close Paredes Middle School, mak-
ing the Southeast Austin campus the district’s lat-
est school to shut down amid mounting state ac-
countability pressure. The board approved the
superintendent’s recommendation during a tense
Thursday night meeting, finalizing the decision just
18 days before the first day of school.

The closure follows three consecutive failing
ratings under the Texas Education Agency’s ac-
countability system, with district leaders warning
that Paredes was on track for a fourth. A fourth “F”
would place AISD one year away from a state take-
over, a scenario trustees said they could not risk.

Under the approved plan:
· Paredes will not reopen for the 2026–27

school year.
· Students will be reassigned to Bailey Middle

School or Mendez Middle School based on their
home address.

· Transportation will be provided for all dis-
placed students.

· All 88 Paredes staff members will be re-

tained and placed elsewhere in AISD.
Families and PTA leaders expressed frustration

over the timing, noting that the district announced
the proposal only last week—far shorter than the
months long engagement process used for last fall’s
closures. Trustees acknowledged the disruption but
said the academic trajectory left “no viable alter-
native.”

Superintendent Matias Segura said the deci-
sion was necessary to “protect the district from state
intervention” and ensure students receive “a stron-
ger academic environment immediately.”

Thursday night’s vote marks one of the most
abrupt campus closures in AISD history and inten-
sifies ongoing debates over equity, accountability,
and the future of Southeast Austin schools.

The pay-what-you-can
Educator Extravaganza

is on again next
Saturday.

See AISD
Page 2

Austin Parks and
Recreation to host

free pool party.
See SHEFFIELD
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Concerns grow over
mass development in

Southeast Austin.
See AMAZON
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