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Beto vs. Abbott
Is governor’s race tightening?

by Houston Public Media

(TEXAS) - A new Quinnipiac University poll re-
leased Wednesday shows the Texas gubernatorial
race has tightened between Gov. Greg Abbott and
Democratic nominee Beto O’Rourke in the wake of
the mass shooting in a Uvalde elementary school
where 19 children and two adults were killed.

The poll, the first to come out since the May
24 shooting, found that 48% of registered Texas
voters polled prefer Abbott while 43% prefer
O’Rourke. That has narrowed slightly from a Decem-
ber Quinnipiac poll in which 52% of the registered
voters who responded said they would vote for
Abbott, versus 37% who chose O’Rourke.

“The race tightens,” Quinnipiac University poll-
ing analyst Tim Malloy said in a press release
Wednesday. “Abbott, considered strong on leader-
ship, slips. O’Rourke, considered long on empathy,
rides the momentum of support from women and
young Texans in the horse race to Austin.”

In December, 60% of voters polled said Abbott
would do a better job of managing gun policy is-
sues and 33% said O’Rourke would do a better job
on the issue.

But that number tightened dramatically in the
poll released Wednesday, with 47% of voters polled
now saying Abbott would handle gun issues better,
versus 43% for O’Rourke.

Since the shooting, Abbott has called on mul-
tiple state agencies to improve school safety. He
tasked the Texas School Safety Center with perform-
ing random safety audits of school buildings, called
on the Legislature to convene committees to dis-
cuss legislative solutions, called for active-shooter
training for school districts, and directed the Texas
Education Agency to create a new school safety and

security position.
But he hasn’t suggested potential solutions

that would restrict access to firearms.
The poll found that 38% of respondents ap-

proved of Abbott’s handling of gun violence.
According to the poll, a slight majority — 51%

— of Texas voters believe stricter gun laws would
decrease the number of mass shootings, compared
with 42% who thought such laws would make a dif-
ference in last June’s poll.

According to the poll, 58% of voters support
stricter gun measures in the United States, 93% sup-
port requiring background checks for all gun buy-
ers and 73% support raising the minimum legal age
to buy any gun nationwide. But only 47% support a
nationwide ban on assault weapons.

“Texans take a hard look at a harrowing series
of mass killings and signal it’s time to put more teeth
into gun laws. Though when it comes to assault
weapons, there is a near even split on whether to
outlaw their ownership,” Malloy said.

While border policies and the economy re-
main some of the top most important issues to
Texas voters, gun policy has been rising. In
Quinnipiac’s December poll, abortion was the
third-most important issue for voters, after the
border and the economy. In Wednesday’s poll,
gun policies edged out abortion as the third-most
urgent issue.

Overall, neither Abbott nor O’Rourke is over-
whelmingly liked by voters polled: 46% have a fa-
vorable opinion of Abbott, versus 45% who have
an unfavorable opinion of him. Thirty-eight percent
have a favorable opinion of O’Rourke while 43%
have an unfavorable opinion of him.

 Caricature of Greg Abbott was adapted
from a Creative Commons licensed photo
from Gage Skidmore's Flickr photostream.

caricature of Beto O'Rourke was adapted
from a photo in the public domain from

Wikimedia.

GREG BETO

Austin African American Book Festival
SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2022

George Washington Carver Library and Museum
10am - 3pm

Now in its 16th year, the Austin African American Book Festival returns
as a live event June 25 from 10:00 to 3:00 at the George Washington
Carver Museum and Library at 1165 Angelina Street.

This year’s featured author is Dr. Julianne Malveaux.  She’ll discuss
her book “Surviving and Thriving: 365 Facts in Black Economic
History,” which will be reissued later this year. Dr. Malveaux is an
economist, author and commentator and the Dean of the College of
Ethnic Studies at California State University, Los Angeles.  Her weekly
columns appear nationally through Black Press USA and the Trice
Edney Newswire.

Dr.
Julianne
Malveaux

REEKTEENTH!
What if…after the

conclusion of last
weekend’s Juneteenth
parade…you were chillin’
in Rosewood Park, eating
BBQ, and taking in the
festivities…when all of a
sudden… Mayor Adler
took the stage to speak?

 And, what if…during
Mayor Adler’s speech, he
apologizes for centuries of
racism?

Also, what if…during
that apology, Mayor Adler
repeatedly iterates that he
wasn’t there when the first
“slave ship” arrived…but…
he’s here now?

I only ask because
that’s exactly what hap-
pened in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. For those who don’t
remember, that’s Breonna
Taylor’s hometown.

During a scheduled
event, Louisville Mayor
Greg Fischer apologized
to the Black attendees at
their Juneteenth celebra-
tion; for slavery, no less.

And what’s worse, at
least to me anyway, a rev-
erend took the mic after
the mayor was done and
said “thank you for taking
a stand.” Then the rever-
end continued *gaslighting
the audience by claiming
“history” was just made.

I’m so confused.
What history was

made? Why is the Rev.
thanking the mayor? And
what in the hell is the
mayor even apologizing
for if he continually dis-
tances himself from the
events of which he is
apologizing?

As you know, I love
my movies, man (*in case
you missed my 1944 refer-
ence). Most of the time,
their art speaks to the
truth of human nature.
One movie comes to mind
in particular in this case:
Bonfire of the Vanities
(1990).

If you’ve never seen
it, then shame on you. And
I won’t spoil it for you
here; but I will ask this:
What’s in it for the Mayor?
What’s in it for the rever-
end? This whole thing has
the reek of a “scrub my
back and I’ll scrub yours”
quid pro quo.

I’ll let you decide if
I’m over-reacting, because
I placed the story on page
3 of this issue.

However, to Mayor
Adler; a word of advice:
Don’t do this. It’s a very
bad idea. One you will only
regret. Which I’m sure ole’
Fischer will be soon;  if not
already.

A new slate
of summer shows

are incoming
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Hip-Hop legend
The D.O.C.

set to get new doc
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Long-time
District 1 resident
seeking AISD seat
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