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49 YEARS

FIRE!
I have a confession to

make. I love women’s col-
lege basketball more than
any other sport on earth.
And this year’s Women’s
NCAA Basketball Tourna-
ment has been one to re-
member. I’m awfully sad my
Lady Horns lost, but I’m tre-
mendously proud of what
they accomplished this
year.

And that FIRE! Ooh-
wee, that FIRE! Those girls
play with the passion and
desire that NBA “men”
sorely lack.

I watched the Lady
Horns’ game against Louis-
ville from beginning to end.
But the end of that game
was too fabulous. Our girl,
Sonya Morris met their girl,
Hailey Van Lith in the hand-
shake line. And it wasn’t
somewhere in the middle,
either. No! They were the
first in line for their respec-
tive teams.

Miss Sonya grabbed
Van Lith’s hand in a death-
grip with her right, while
taking her left hand and
sturdily locking it on to Van
Lith’s upper right arm. Miss
Sonya pulled Van Lith in
close and said something.
And if I read her lips right,
then I can’t repeat it in this
column. But I shot up!
Straight out of my chair!
Screaming:

“FIRE! FIRE! FIRE!”
I’m surprised the AFD

didn’t come wet my house.
And now, even

though, the game has been
well over for almost a week,
headlines still rock
homepages of websites
across the net; mostly read-
ing, “Louisville’s Hailey Van
Lith confronted by Texas
senior Sonya Morris.”

Let’s not get it
twisted. It ’s basketball.
These are stellar athletes
competing at the highest
level. The key word here is
“compete”; not “confront”.
I don’t care what was said.
It ain’t about that. Both
these young ladies know
what’s up. They’re war-
riors! That was a tough loss
for Texas on our floor. But,
at the same time, that was
a gargantuan win for Louis-
ville on the road.

Nevertheless, I want
to thank Miss Sonya Morris
for what she’s given the
University of Texas, as well
as the legacy she leaves be-
hind.

I want to thank all my
Lady Horns for giving us,
your fans, a season – and a
group of young ladies – we
all are extremely proud of.

Looking forward to
seeing y’all next year.

Until then, FIRE!
I mean, uh, Hook’em!

College Basketball
in Black and White

TTTTTerererererrrrrryyyyy BearBearBearBearBearddddd

By John Harris jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

(VILLAGER) - Am I
the only person missing
the irony here?

Former Texas
men's basketball coach
Chris Beard recently got
a new job at Mississippi
after being fired in De-
cember following a
felony domestic violence
arrest involving his fian-
cee.

Think about it.
Beard found new em-
ployment in only three
months. He didn't have
to file for unemploy-
ment, accept a job in a
lesser conference, or be
placed in coaching jail
for the next five years.
Nah. He's now coaching
in the SEC and will face
the Longhorns every
year.

Rodney Terry was
promoted to clean up
Beard's mess, which he
did better than anyone
could have possibly
imagined. Least of all, UT
athletic director Chris
Del Conte, who contin-
ues to drag his feet and
delay the inevitable: re-
moving the interim tag

from Terry's job descrip-
tion.

At his introductory
press conference at Ole
Miss, Beard was asked if
he put his arm on his
fiancee's throat. He
pleaded the Fifth, add-
ing, "... what I can tell
you is, much of what was
reported was not accu-
rate, and that's been
proven with the case not
only being dismissed,
charges dropped ..."

Blah. Blah. Blah.
Beard is white.

Terry is Black.
Terry gets to keep

his job - maybe - if he
does something no
other UT men’s basket-
ball coach - white or
Black - has accomplished
in the modern era,
which is lead the Long-
horns to the Final Four,
solve the homelessness
problem in Austin, and
squash Russia’s invasion
in Ukraine. (Note: I
added those last two
items for effect.)

If Terry does all
that, and manages to
keep his sanity in the

process, Del Conte will
have no choice but to
reward him for not al-
lowing this season to go
to hell in a handbasket.

Have you ever seen
a Black coach be fired in
similar fashion to Beard,
and remain hirable?
Mind you, Ole Miss
wasn’t Beard’s only op-
tion. Oh, no. Other
Power 5 programs were
also interested in hiring
Beard.

Shame on all of
them!

And Beard has the
audacity to continue to
behave like he - not his
fiancée - is the victim
and that UT did him
wrong.

It’s called entitle-
ment.

Name me the Black
coach who can be in-
volved in something like
that and not only get
another job, but get an-
other job DURING THE
SAME SEASON IN
WHICH HE WAS FIRED!!!
Makes about as much
sense as Craig getting
fired on his day off in the

movie “Friday.”
Go ahead. I’m wait-

ing.
Consider the sordid

tale of the FBI’s investi-
gation into college bas-
ketball recruiting a few
years ago. The FBI’s fo-
cus was on white head
coaches and their Black
assistants, money pass-
ing hands and bribes.
Some of the Black assis-
tants went to prison. Not
only did the white
coaches those Black as-
sistants worked under
not go to prison, most of
them got new jobs.

Black coaches like
Terry not only have to be
good, they also have to
be perfect.

 Legendary
Georgetown basketball
coach John Thompson,
addressing the percep-
tion of Black and white
coaches, and the unfair
disparity that exists be-
tween them, once said,
“All we want is an oppor-
tunity to get out there
and to try and a right to
fail also. ... I’m sick of us
having to be perfect to
get the job.”

The next time a
white person tells a
Black person there’s no
such thing as entitle-
ment, said Black person
has my permission to tell
said White person to
kick rocks.

Have a blessed day.
Contact V illager

sports columnist John
Harris Jr. at jdharrisjr
@yahoo.com.Chris Del Conte, UT athletic director

Gospel songstress
has something new

on the horizon.
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Hey, Ladies? Are you
ready for Prom?

See PROMRack
Page 5

APD cadet training
is resistant to change.
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