
INSIDE

RAPPIN’
Thomas Wyatt

T PA
T E X A S
P U B L I S H E R S
A S S O C I A T I O N

www.TheAustinVillager.com

This paper can
be recycled

http://austintexas.gov/covid19
| G

ET TH
E FA

C
TS | FR

EE PU
BLIC

 C
O

V
ID

-19 TESTIN
G

 | TR
A

C
K

IN
G

 D
IG

ITA
L D

A
SH

BO
A

R
D

| SELF-A
SSESSM

EN
T | STAY H

O
M

E O
R

D
ER

S | H
EA

LTH
 PR

O
V

ID
ER

S | C
A

R
E

Vol. 48    No. 40                         Phone:  512-476-0082                          Email: vil3202@aol.com                          May 20, 2022

SICK’EM
It’s not the size of the

dog in the fight; it’s the size
of the fight in the dog. In
this case the Austin Ameri-
can Statesman picked the
wrong dog to mess with.
The Statesman tried to
come at me last week. They
sicked their pitiful little law-
yer on me with a weak de-
mand to remove a picture
they claim belongs to them;
with no proof mind you,
just a letter “stating” the
image belonged to them.

So, in the fashion I’m
accustomed to, I dropped
the hammer on’em.

I stated to their law-
yer, first of all, the picture
in question had no
metadata attached to it
whatsoever. I did my due
diligence to ascertain
where the image came
from and who it belonged
to. All my efforts came up
“Error 404”. So, in essence,
without proper credit at-
tached to the image, I as-
certained the photo to be
Public Domain.

No credit was given to
the photo since it provided
no links or other vital infor-
mation for discovery. I then
scolded the lawyer on his
client’s lack of security per-
taining to the photo. All
that mumbo jumbo about
“potential market for or
value of the copyrighted
work” goes out the window
when the “work” in ques-
tion isn’t properly main-
tained by its owner. Hence:
“Error 404”.

Nonetheless, I was
too happy to remove the
photo from our front page
of the April 22nd issue of
this year, as requested.

Mind you, this wasn’t
a Cease and Desist order.
This was some bullshyt the
Austin American Statesman
is known for doing. So, I
didn’t “have” to do any-
thing. In fact, I could have
taken it way further and
caused a real stink. So much
so, they would have most
likely called me a deroga-
tory name before leaving
me alone.

The real reason, I re-
moved that image is be-
cause I am against any and
everything the Austin
American Statesman stands
for. And I’m well within my
rights to do so. My griev-
ance with them is more of
a personal nature. There-
fore, you will never see any-
thing remotely connected
to that organization in my
family owned business. I
prefer they stay as far away
from us, as we them.

You, however, are
free to patronize their pub-
lication to your hearts’ con-
tent. I’m just sayin’.

TEXAS CLICK IT OR TICKET
CAMPAIGN MARKS
20TH ANNIVERSARY

Day or night, front seat or back, state law requires everyone in the vehicle  

to be buckled up. Unbuckled drivers and passengers, even those in the back seat,  

face fines and court costs of up to $200. Children younger than 8 years must  

be in a child safety seat or booster seat unless they’re taller than 4'9" — fines for 

drivers can reach $250.

#EndTheStreakTX

Officials estimate campaign has saved
nearly 7,000 additional lives since 2002

(AUSTIN, TX) — Darcey Goodloe was a Waco
high school student in 2010 when her truck was
rear-ended by an 18-wheeler. Her truck shot across
multiple lanes on icy I-35 and into a median, where
it landed vertically, face down. She was wearing her
seat belt and survived with just a few scratches.

In the years since her crash, Goodloe has gradu-
ated from Texas Tech, become a kindergarten teacher,
gotten married, and is now expecting her first child (a
boy!)—none of which may have happened had she
not chosen to buckle up that morning.

“Since its launch in 2002, the Texas Click It or
Ticket campaign has saved nearly 7,000 lives,” said
TxDOT Executive Director Marc Williams. “We’re
proud of the work we’ve done over the decades and
the countless hours put in by our law enforcement
partners. But there are still far too many prevent-
able deaths on Texas roads.

From May 23 through June 5, Texas officers and
deputies will step up enforcement of the state’s seat
belt and child car seat laws. Texas law requires ev-
eryone in a vehicle to be properly secured in the
front or back seat or face fines and fees up to $200.
Children younger than 8 years old must be re-
strained in a child safety seat or booster seat unless
they are taller than 4 feet 9 inches. If a child isn’t
secured, the driver faces fines of up to $250.

Unfortunately, an average of 1 in 10 Texans is
still not buckling up, and 1,226 people died in 2021
in unrestrained crashes, a 14% increase from the

previous year. Putting on a seat belt takes only a
few seconds, and doing so reduces the risk of dying
by up to 45% for people in the front seat of passen-
ger cars and up to 60% for people in pickup trucks.
Even so, pickup truck drivers and passengers con-
tinue to lag in seat belt use, and the number of
unbelted pickup truck drivers killed in Texas traffic
crashes increased 20% last year. That’s why TxDOT
is reminding everyone—whether traveling during
the day or at night, a short or long distance, or as a
driver or a passenger—that wearing a seat belt re-
mains the single most effective way to protect them-
selves from serious injury or death in a crash and
it’s the law.

From 2002 to 2021, the Click It or Ticket initia-
tive in Texas is estimated to have saved 6,972 lives,
prevented 120,000 serious injuries, and resulted in
$26.3 billion in economic savings, according to the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The Click It or Ticket campaign is a key compo-
nent of #EndTheStreakTX, a broader social media
and word-of-mouth effort that encourages drivers
to make safer choices while behind the wheel such
as wearing a seat belt, driving the speed limit, never
texting and driving, and never driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol or other drugs. November 7, 2000
was the last deathless day on Texas roadways.
#EndTheStreakTX asks all Texans to commit to driv-
ing safely to help end the streak of daily deaths on
Texas roadways.
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Clinic for
uninsured

Black men and
men of color

now open
See HEALTH
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‘Layla’ is
Tiffany Haddish’s

new children’s book
See FIRST
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