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Netflix Releases Highly-Anticipated
Adaptation of Acclaimed Novel, “Passing”

By Naomi Richard
VILLAGER
Entertainment Reporter
(VILLAGER) -Released on November 10
by Netflix, the movie
Passing is an historical
fiction-suspense thriller
telling the story of Clare
Kendry and Irene
Redfield, two African
American childhood
friends who reunite as
adults during the Harlem
Renaissance. They lost
touch when Clare’s father died and she moved
in with two White aunts.
By hiding that Clare was
part Black, they allowed
her to ‘pass’ as a white
woman who eventually
marries a White racist.
Irene lives in
Harlem, commits herself
to racial uplift, and marries a black doctor. The
novel centers on the
meeting of the two
childhood friends later
in life, and the unfolding
of events as each
woman is fascinated and
seduced by the other’s
daring lifestyle.
Reluctantly, Irene
renews her friendship
with Clare, who like
Irene, is light skinned but
passing as white. Clare

by now is married to a
racist White man who
has no idea about her
racial heritage. Even
though Irene knows that
reigniting her friendship
with Clare will lead to
trouble, she can’t resist
allowing Irene into her
world. Irene in turn
wants to rekindle her
bonds with the African
American community of
her youth. As tensions
mount between friends
and between couples,
this thrilling production
spins towards an unexpected end.
The film marks
award-winning actress
and producer Rebecca
Hall’s directorial debut.
Hall was born in London,
England. Interestingly,
her own father was English and her mother is
American. Her maternal
grandfather, Norman
Isaac Ewing, was the son
of African American parents, and also had Scottish, and possibly Sioux
Native American roots.
Rebecca’s maternal
grandmother, Hermina
Maria Veraar, was Dutch.
The film is also written by Hall and based on
the novel Passing by
Nella Larsen. Nella
Larsen — nurse, librarian and writer — was
born Nella Marie Larsen
in Chicago in 1891 to a
Danish mother and a
black West Indian father.

“PASSING” Courtesy of Netflix

Knowing little about her
father after his death,
Larsen was raised in the
home with her mother
— who remarried to a
Danish man — and her
half-sister. Larsen attended school in allwhite environments in
Chicago until 1906-1907,
when she moved to
Nashville, Tennessee to
attend high school at
Fisk University’s Normal
School. This was her introduction to a predominantly black environment.
Passing
was
Larsen’s second novel
written in 1929, and after the publication in
1930 Larsen was
awarded
the
Guggenheim Fellowship
— the first to an African
American woman!
The film, Rated PG13, is now available on
Netflix staring Tessa Thompson (Nashville,
Creed), Ruth Negga
(Loving, Preacher),
André Holland (Moonlight, Selma), and
Alexander Skarsgård
(The Legend of Tarzan,
Godzilla vs Kong).

'QAnon Shaman' sentenced to more than 3 years in prison
BY JOHN KRUZEL | THE HILL
(THE HILL) - Capitol
riot defendant Jacob
Chansley, known as the
“QAnon Shaman,” was
sentenced on Wednesday to more than three
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owning a home in the Mueller
neighborhood?
Homebuilders are preparing to sell a new
collection of affordable and market-rate
homes.
Families of four who earn up to $78,100,
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eligible to purchase an upcoming affordable
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More information is available at
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resources and frequently asked questions.
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www.MuellerAustin.com
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years in federal prison.
The 41-month sentence, issued by U.S. District Judge Royce
Lamberth in Washington, D.C., comes after
Chansley pleaded guilty
to felony obstruction of
an official proceeding related to his conduct in
the Jan. 6 attack on the
Capitol.
The
sentence,
which will be reduced by
the time Chansley has
served in jail since his
arrest, was 10 months
less than what federal
prosecutors requested.
But Lamberth, a
Reagan appointee, de-

nied Chansley’s request
for a sentence below the
range recommended by
federal guidelines, saying Chansley’s conduct
was so egregious that “I
cannot justify a downward departure.”
Photographs taken
inside the Capitol on Jan.
6 of a shirtless Chansley,
adorned with a viking
hat, red, white and blue
face paint, and clutching
an American flag and
bullhorn, became some
of the most searing images to emerge from the
pro-Trump insurrection
that disrupted the
nation’s peaceful trans-

fer of power following
President Biden’s electoral win.
Chansley originally
faced six charges and a
maximum of 20 years imprisonment. But prosecutors agreed to drop the remaining charges at the conclusion of Wednesday’s
sentencing hearing.
Chansley’s
41month sentence is among
the longest of any of the
rioters who have been
prosecuted to date. His
attorney requested that
Chansley be incarcerated
in a facility close to Arizona, where Chansley’s
family resides.

Bannon to plead not guilty
to contempt charges
BY REBECCA BEITSCH AND HARPER NEIDIG | THE HILL

(THE HILL) - Onetime White House strategist Stephen Bannon
moved to plead not
guilty Wednesday to
criminal contempt of
Congress charges after
he failed to comply with
a subpoena from the
House committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack
on the Capitol.
Bannon was indicted by a federal grand
jury Friday, facing two
counts: one for failing to
appear for an Oct. 14
deposition before the
panel and another for refusal to provide documents.
The filing antici-

pates an arraignment
scheduled for Thursday
for Bannon in which he
was expected to plead
not guilty. His lawyers
filed a motion Wednesday to enter the not
guilty plea and skip the
arraignment — a move
that requires approval
from the judge.
If convicted,
Bannon faces serious
penalties. Each charge
carries a minimum of 30
days and a maximum of
one year in jail, as well
as a fine of $100 to
$100,000, meaning
Bannon could be fined
up to $200,000 and
spend as much as two

years in jail.
“I'm telling you right
now, this is going to be the
misdemeanor from hell
for Merrick Garland,
Nancy Pelosi and Joe
Biden. ... We’re going on
the offense,” Bannon told
reporters Monday after
turning himself in to federal authorities.
“Not just Trump
people and not just conservatives — every progressive, every liberal in
this country that likes
freedom of speech and
liberty should be fighting
for this case. That's why
I'm here today: for everybody. I'm never going
to back down,” he said.

