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Texas House Flips to
Democrats in
Historic Political
Realignment

By Thomas Wyatt | EIC, The Villager

(VILLAGER) - Texas voters delivered one of the
most significant political upsets in modern state his-
tory Tuesday night, handing Democrats control of the
Texas House of Representatives for the first time in
more than two decades while simultaneously electing
Democrats to several of the state's highest offices.
The results shattered a Republican governing trifecta
that had defined Texas politics since 2003 and sig-
naled a dramatic shift in the state's political land-
scape.

Democrats entered Election Day facing long
odds. Holding just 62 of the Texas House's 150 seats,
the party needed to gain 14 Republican-held districts
to secure a majority. By Wednesday, election returns
showed Democrats not only meeting that goal but ex-
ceeding it substantially, positioning themselves to
gain approximately 21 seats and potentially claim an
83-67 majority when the Legislature convenes in Jan-
uary.

The House takeover ends a Republican reign
that began in 2003 and represents the first Demo-
cratic control of the chamber in a generation. Political
observers had widely expected Republicans to main-
tain their grip on the lower chamber, despite growing
Democratic strength in suburban and urban areas
across the state. Instead, Democratic candidates pro-
duced strong performances in key battleground dis-
tricts, turning longtime Republican strongholds into
competitive territory and, in many cases, outright vic-
tories.

While Democrats celebrated their breakthrough
in the House, Republicans managed to retain control
of the Texas Senate. According to election projections,
Republicans are expected to hold a 19-12 majority in
the 31-member chamber, preventing Democrats from
achieving complete control of state government.

The split Legislature sets the stage for a new era
of divided government in Texas. For more than twenty
years, Republicans controlled the governor's office,
the Senate, and the House, enabling the party to ad-
vance its legislative agenda with few institutional ob-
stacles. That arrangement has now ended. With
Democrat Gina Hinojosa winning the governor's race
and Democrats securing the House, Republican law-
makers will no longer enjoy unilateral authority over
state policymaking.

The election's impact extended beyond the Leg-
islature. Texas voters elected Democrats to several
key statewide offices, including Hinojosa as governor,
James Talarico to the U.S. Senate, Vikki Goodwin as
lieutenant governor, Nathan Johnson as attorney
general, and Jon Rosenthal as railroad commissioner.
Those victories contributed to what many analysts
described as a statewide Democratic wave fueled by
strong turnout in urban centers, border communities,
and increasingly competitive suburban counties.

Particularly notable were Democratic gains in ar-
eas that had long served as pillars of Republican
strength. Political strategists pointed to suburban
counties such as Collin, Denton, Fort Bend, and
Williamson as critical battlegrounds where Demo-
cratic candidates outperformed expectations. The
party also recorded significant successes in South
Texas and portions of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metro-
plex, demonstrating an ability to compete across di-
verse regions of the state.

For Republicans, the losses triggered an immedi-
ate period of reflection and finger-pointing. Following
the election, party leaders and strategists began de-
bating the causes of the defeat, with some question-
ing campaign strategies, candidate selection, and the
broader political environment. The outcome marked
one of the most difficult election nights Texas Repub-
licans have experienced since becoming the domi-
nant political force in state government more than
two decades ago.

Despite the Democratic breakthrough, the di-
vided structure of the next Legislature means that
major policy initiatives will likely require negotiation
and compromise between the House, Senate, and
governor's office. Democrats will possess greater in-
fluence than at any time since the mid-1990s, but Re-
publican control of the Senate ensures that the state's
political future remains highly competitive.

As Texas prepares for the 2027 legislative ses-
sion, the implications of the 2026 election are ex-
pected to reverberate far beyond Austin. Long viewed
as the centerpiece of Republican political power,
Texas now enters a period of uncertainty, transition,
and intensified competition between the state's two
major parties. Whether the Democratic gains repre-
sent a temporary backlash or a lasting political re-
alignment may become one of the defining questions
in Texas politics for years to come.
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Austin Voters Reshape
City Priorities as
Council Races Head to
Runoffs

By Thomas Wyatt | EIC, The Villager

(AUSTIN, TX) — Austin voters delivered a mix of
continuity, change, and clear policy direction in the
Nov. 3 municipal election, approving major invest-
ments in parks and libraries while sending three City
Council contests to December runoff elections. The re-
sults ensure that political campaigning will continue for
several weeks as voters in key districts, including East
Austin's District 3, prepare to make final decisions
about who will represent them on the Austin City
Council.

Among the biggest outcomes of the election was
voter approval of two significant bond propositions
championed as investments in public infrastructure
and community amenities. Proposition A, a $260 mil-
lion bond package dedicated to parks, recreation facili-
ties, aquatic centers, and open space improvements
across Austin, received majority voter support. Propo-
sition B, a $35 million bond measure focused on im-
provements to library facilities, also passed comfort-
ably. Together, the measures signal strong public sup-
port for maintaining and expanding quality-of-life ser-
vices as Austin continues to grow.

Not every proposition found favor with voters.
Proposition |, a proposed charter amendment that
would have required periodic external audits of city
spending and audits before certain tax-rate increase
elections, failed at the ballot box. Several other pro-
posed charter amendments likewise failed, including
measures that would have removed language requir-
ing the City Council to meet at least once each week
and changes related to council procedures and gover-
nance structure. Meanwhile, Proposition C, which up-
dated charter language concerning the Independent
Citizens Redistricting Commission, was approved by
voters.

The election also determined the outcome of two
City Council races while leaving three others unre-
solved. In southwest Austin's District 8, former Austin-
Travis County EMS Commander Selena Xie won elec-
tion to the City Council, defeating Jeffery Bowen and
becoming the district's first new council representative
in eight years. During the campaign, Xie emphasized
affordability concerns, public safety modernization,
and district-specific issues such as wildfire prepared-
ness. She will take office in January.

In Central Austin's District 9, incumbent Council
Member Zohaib "Zo" Qadri secured reelection, suc-
cessfully holding his seat against multiple challengers
and avoiding a runoff. His victory provides some con-
tinuity on a council that will soon see changes in mem-
bership due to term limits and election outcomes.

Elsewhere, voters were unable to produce out-
right winners, forcing three races into runoff elections
scheduled for Dec. 12. In District 1, the contest to re-
place term-limited Council Member Natasha Harper-
Madison narrowed to Misael Ramos and Amber
Goodwin, who advanced as the top two candidates in
a crowded six-person field.

In District 3, incumbent Council Member José
Veldsquez failed to secure the majority necessary for
reelection and will face challenger Neha Shah in a De-
cember runoff. District 3, which encompasses Central
East and East Austin, attracted significant interest
throughout the campaign season, with several candi-
dates seeking the seat. The runoff will give voters a di-
rect choice between the incumbent and Shah, setting
up one of the city's most closely watched races in the
weeks ahead.

District 5 voters in South Austin also will return to
the polls after incumbent Council Member Ryan Alter
and challenger David Weinberg advanced to a runoff
election. Like the District 1 and District 3 contests, nei-
ther candidate captured the majority required under
Austin's electoral system to win outright in November.

According to election reporting, seven of the
eight local races advancing to runoff elections across
the region involve city council seats, demonstrating
how competitive municipal politics have become as
residents debate issues ranging from affordability and
transportation to public safety, development, and city
spending. Early voting for runoff elections is scheduled
to begin Nov. 30 and continue through Dec. 8, with
Election Day set for Dec. 12.

The election results arrive as the Austin City
Council prepares for its next regular meeting on Nov. 5.
Council members will continue managing policy deci-
sions while several districts remain engaged in active
campaigns that could influence the body's future direc-
tion. The combination of voter-approved infrastructure
investments, rejected governance reforms, and highly
competitive council races reflects a city balancing
growth, accountability, and neighborhood priorities as
Austin enters the final months of 2026.

For East Austin residents in particular, the District
1 and District 3 runoffs now become the focal point of
local politics. The outcome will help determine who
represents one of Austin's most historically significant
and rapidly changing Black and Brown communities on
the dais for the next term, ensuring that the conversa-
tion about growth, affordability, and neighborhood
identity remains at the center of city politics through
December.
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Nathan Johnson: Texas
Attorney General-Elect
Promises a Return to
Consumer Protection,
Government Accountability,
and Civil Rights

By Villager staff

(VILLAGER) - Texas voters have elected Nathan
Johnson, a Democratic state senator from Dallas, as
the state's next attorney general in a result widely
viewed as one of the most significant political upsets
in recent Texas history. Johnson becomes the first
Democrat elected Texas attorney general since 1994,
defeating Republican state Sen. Mayes Middleton and
ending more than a decade of Republican control of
the office under former Attorney General Ken Paxton.

Throughout his campaign, Johnson argued that
the Texas Attorney General's Office had drifted away
from its traditional responsibilities and become overly
focused on partisan political battles. He campaigned
on a promise to restore what he described as the
agency's core mission: protecting consumers, enforc-
ing child-support obligations, combating corruption,
and providing impartial legal services to the people of
Texas.

One of Johnson's central policy themes is con-
sumer protection. He has pledged to aggressively en-
force laws against price gouging, consumer fraud,
scams, unfair business practices, and anti-competitive
behavior. Johnson has argued that Texans need an
attorney general who serves consumers and honest
businesses rather than powerful special interests. His
campaign platform emphasized increasing enforce-
ment against companies that exploit consumers while
promoting fair competition throughout the Texas
economy.

Johnson has also made government accountabil-
ity and anti-corruption efforts a major priority for his
administration. He frequently criticized what he char-
acterized as political favoritism and ethical failures in
state government, promising that public officials
would be investigated and prosecuted when war-
ranted regardless of political party. He has said restor-
ing integrity and public trust in the Attorney General's
Office will be among his administration's first objec-
tives.

Another significant component of Johnson's
agenda is a renewed emphasis on the office's tradi-
tional legal functions. He has pledged to improve
child-support enforcement, issue timely legal opinions
that help state and local governments function effec-
tively, increase transparency, and strengthen coopera-
tion with local governments. Johnson has repeatedly
described his vision as a "back-to-basics" approach
that focuses on the everyday responsibilities of the
attorney general rather than headline-driven political
litigation.

On federal-state relations, Johnson has signaled
a dramatic departure from the approach taken by for-
mer Attorney General Ken Paxton. While Paxton fre-
guently challenged Democratic administrations in
court, Johnson has stated that he is prepared to sue
the Trump administration when he believes federal ac-
tions violate the Constitution or improperly interfere
with Texas interests. He has pledged to work with
other Democratic attorneys general around the coun-
try to challenge what he views as unlawful federal
overreach.

Johnson has also indicated that civil rights pro-
tections will receive greater attention under his ad-
ministration. During the campaign, he highlighted the
importance of defending individual rights, enforcing
anti-discrimination laws, and ensuring equal treat-
ment under the law. Supporters say these priorities re-
flect a broader effort to reposition the Attorney Gen-
eral's Office as an advocate for Texans rather than as a
vehicle for partisan political objectives.

One of Johnson's first major policy announce-
ments after the election concerned abortion-related
litigation. He stated that he would not continue the
practice of suing out-of-state physicians who prescribe
and mail abortion medication to Texas patients. John-
son argued that Texas law should not be used as a tool
for intimidation or political showmanship and said he
would respect other states' legal protections for physi-
cians operating within their jurisdictions. At the same
time, he acknowledged that the attorney general does
not have the authority to repeal Texas abortion laws,
which remain in place unless changed by the Legisla-
ture.

Johnson also campaigned on strengthening in-
stitutional professionalism inside the Attorney Gen-
eral's Office. He has promised to recruit experienced
public servants, improve workplace culture, and en-
sure that the office focuses on delivering competent
legal representation for the State of Texas. He has ar-
gued that an agency dedicated to public service rather
than political spectacle will better serve taxpayers and
strengthen confidence in state government.

As he prepares to take office, Johnson has pre-
sented his election as an opportunity to redefine the
role of Texas' chief legal officer. Whether through con-
sumer protection enforcement, anti-corruption
efforts, child-support collection, government trans-
parency, civil-rights advocacy, or legal challenges to
federal policies he views as unconstitutional, Johnson
has promised what he describes as a "new era" for the
Texas Attorney General's Office focused on public ser-
vice, accountability, and the rule of law.



