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NBFA’s Cobell Settlement Provided $3.4B in
Compensation for Native Americans continued from page 1

pected to be a turning point for the NBFA
and the future of Black
Farmers.
As we celebrate a
thirty year struggle to
victory for black farmers, we must focus on

the future. NBFA members must find creative
ways to take part in all
federal programs such
as the much delayed
federal crop insurance
program to compete
with large scale farmers
said John Boyd President of the NBFA.
One major theme of
the meeting will be a
commemoration of the
NBFA’s success in settling a decades-long
struggle for racial fairness in federal farm

lending practices. A
protracted legal and legislative battle ended
when President Barack
Obama signed a bill on
December 8, 2010, providing $1.25 billion in
payments to eligible
black farmers who endured discriminatory
practices by the Depart-

ment of Agriculture.
After decades of
waiting, some 18,000
black farmers have begun receiving payments
of $50,000 each, plus
$12,500 to cover tax liability, under the settlement. I am proud to
have lead the fight that
resulted in a historic

payout to black farmers
Boyd concluded
Native American
farmers also are beneficiaries of the NBFA advocacy under a related
agreement known as the
Cobell
Settlement,
which provided $3.4 billion in compensation to
nearly a half million
Native Americans.
Boyd announced
that the NBFA will host
an information session
for members during the
conference.
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Brigid Shea

The Sheriff’s Office Is Helping To Change
The Face Of Men’s Health
You will notice some hairy faces at the Travis County Sheriff’s Office this month. That
is because the Sheriff’s Office is participating in Movember, a worldwide men’s health
charity event that encourages men to grow, and women to support, the Mo (moustache) for
the 30 days of November.
Since the Sheriff’s Office allows growing a moustache, this is not much of a challenge
so we are taking it to the next step and are offering a chance for moustache-goatee growth or
a full beard with no neck growth – for a worthwhile cause.
Our goal is to bring awareness to men’s health issues and to help change the face of
men’s health and promoting the importance of early detection in cancer while raising
funds. All money raised will go to the local Testicular Cancer Foundation (www.tcancer.org).
As of November 2nd the Sheriff’s Office has 261 participants who have donated $20
to grow a moustache. If they wanted to grow a goatee or beard they donated $5 more.
Go to http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/menshealth.html to find more information on men’s health issues.

By Charlotte Moore
CENTRAL, TX For more than 25 years,
Brigid Shea has been a
tour de force in Austin
politics—a
natural
product, she says, of an
upbringing which instilled in her the significance of a life dedicated
to public service.
“My dad was a
small-town doctor in
North Dakota who always cared for people,
even if they couldn’t
pay,” Shea said. “My
mom was a social
worker who cared for
the mentally ill, so public service and being involved in my community just seemed like a
normal thing to do.”
After moving to
Austin in 1988 to help
launch the state chapter
of Clean Water Action—
which works to protect
the environment and
promote clean and safe
water—Shea helped
found Austin’s renowned Save Our
Springs Alliance before
voters elected her to
Austin City Council
where she served from
1993 to 1996.
Now, Shea is running for Travis County
Commissioner Precinct
2 to fill the seat Sarah
Eckhardt vacated earlier
this year in order to run
for Travis County
Judge.
Shea argues her
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proven record of reform
and her decades of experience as a local
leader make her the
most qualified candidate for the job.
“Each year, the
Travis County Commissioner Court spends
around $800 million in
revenue, creates policy
that affects more than
one million people, sets
the tax rate, and manages thousands of employees,” Shea says.
“The court is heavily
involved with protecting our environment,
developing our roads
and highways, overseeing our justice system,
and, really, impacting
our quality of life. These
are profound responsibilities which demand
the most capable of
proven leaders to execute them. Unlike my
opponents, I bring all of
this experience to the
race.”
As a city council
member, Shea took the
lead in passing Austin’s
first domestic partner
benefits program. She
also led the effort to create the Austin Asian
Employee network to
ensure this segment of
the city was included in
Austin’s minority contracting program. Shea
has acted as advisor to
LCRA, Seton, Vignette,
Green Mountain Energy
and other groups. She is
also a member of the
Chamber of Commerce
Clean Energy Council
as well as many other
community organizations.
“These are serious
undertakings,” Shea
says. “It is noble to perform as an employee at
any level of city or
county government, but
it’s a very different thing
to be the elected official,
take the hard votes and
provide the leadership
on the issues. When
you’re an elected official, you develop special relationships with
other elected officials.
That’s a unique quality

I will bring to the
county commission
since neither of my opponents has held
elected office or has the
record of leadership
and reform that I bring.”
Shea’s most pressing concerns include
making Austin and
Travis County more affordable, in part by fixing the city’s broken tax
appraisal process which
she says places an unfair
tax
burden
on
homeowners. Shea also
wants to push for
change in the county’s
economic development
policy and require companies which receive
Travis County tax incentives to hire more workers who actually live in
Travis County. And,
Shea will build on her
record as one of the
area’s most effective environmental activists by
promoting inventive
water conservation efforts and spearheading
the creation of one of the
most effective disaster
preparedness programs
in the country.
Shea has received
official endorsements
from State Sen. Kirk
Watson, former State
Sen.
Gonzalo
Barrientos, former Texas
Agriculture Commissioner Jim Hightower
and NAACP President
Nelson Linder.
“Brigid Shea will
bring rare and unique
characteristics to the
Travis
County
Commissioner’s
Court,” Linder says.
“Brigid has demonstrated a needed concern for the ecological
system that affects us
all, combined with a
desire to address social
justice and civil rights
in a city that seems uncomfortable addressing
poverty and equity.”
To read more
about Brigid Shea, her
policies and why she’s
running for Travis
County Commissioner,
go
to
voteforbrigid.com.

Nov. 17th AA NSBE Host Interactive workshops to introduce
multiple forms of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) to 6th-12th grade students.
FMI: eventbrite.com/event/9054764043/eorg

