
The CommuniquéPAGE 2 - THE VILLAGER/SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 www.theaustinvillager.com

VANDALISM, POSSIBLE HATE CRIME ON UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS CAMPUS
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(AUSTIN, TX) - Call-
away House manage-
ment and the University 
of Texas Police Depart-
ment are inves�ga�ng 
two incidents of an�-
semi�c vandalism re-
ported in early Septem-
ber. A resident returned 
from the Labor Day 
weekend to find their 
mezuzah removed from 
their dorm room door-
frame. Days later, stu-
dents discovered a 
drawing in a study room 
depic�ng a Star of David 
next to a swas�ka with 

Across the Border, a Rare 
Consensus: Americans and 

Canadians Say Trump’s Trade War 
Was a Mistake

the cap�on “love kills 
hate.” Both incidents 
occurred as Jewish stu-
dents were entering the 
period between Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kip-
pur.

Residents no�fied 
building management, 
which issued a state-
ment to students and 
parents describing the 
acts as unacceptable 
and reitera�ng a 
zero-tolerance policy for 
harassment or discrimi-
na�on. UTPD opened a 
case and is trea�ng the 

vandalism as a poten�al 
hate crime. Management 
increased nigh�me secu-
rity presence in the build-
ing and began coordi-
na�ng with UT Aus�n 
Chabad to support 
affected students, includ-
ing reinstalling mezuzahs 
for those who requested 
assistance.

The incidents follow 
other an�semi�c vandal-
ism reported in Aus�n this 
year, including graffi� at 
Congrega�on Beth Israel. 
Local officials have previ-
ously noted an increase in 

hate-mo�vated inci-
dents and have called for 
strengthened coordina-
�on between law en-
forcement and commu-

nity organiza�ons.
Callaway House 

representa�ves say the 
inves�ga�on is ongoing 
and that addi�onal se-

curity measures will re-
main in place while 
UTPD con�nues inter-
views and evidence re-
view.

Judge Orders 
White House to 
Restore Banned 

Press Access
(VILLAGER) - A federal judge has ordered the 

White House to immediately reinstate press ac-
cess for CNN, MS NOW, and Poli�co, ruling that 
the administra�on likely violated the outlets’ con-
s�tu�onal due process rights when it abruptly re-
voked their hard passes without no�ce. The deci-
sion marks the second �me Judge Timothy Kelly 
has intervened to stop the execu�ve branch from 
excluding journalists without following required 
cons�tu�onal protec�ons.

Kelly rejected the administra�on’s post-hoc 
na�onal security jus�fica�on, calling the cited re-
por�ng “rou�ne” and no�ng that the president’s 
own statements focused on punishing coverage he 
labeled nega�ve or “fake.” The judge emphasized 
that the government cannot restrict press access 
based on viewpoint, nor can it bypass basic due 
process when revoking creden�als.

The ruling underscores a broader truth: when 
those in power a�empt to silence scru�ny, the 
public loses its ability to hold ins�tu�ons account-
able. Press access is not a privilege granted at the 
discre�on of poli�cal leaders — it is a public trust 
that ensures transparency for all communi�es, in-
cluding those historically marginalized or excluded 
from decision-making.

The order remains in effect for two weeks as 
li�ga�on con�nues. The administra�on has sig-
naled it will appeal, se�ng up a renewed fight 
over whether the government can weaponize ac-
cess to punish cri�cal repor�ng. For communi�es 
that rely on independent journalism to illuminate 
inequity, the stakes extend far beyond the White 
House press room.

Consumers, Markets 
Bracing for Another 

Rate Hike
(VILLAGER) – Federal Reserve Governor 

Michael Barr’s remarks on Wednesday signal that 
the Federal Reserve is prepared to hike interest 
rates again because it doesn’t trust the trend lines. 
Barr’s assertion that further rate hikes are “likely” 
if inflation doesn’t show a “timely” move toward 2 
percent is less a forecast than a warning: the Fed 
believes the risk of doing too little now outweighs 
the risk of tightening into political headwinds.

That single posture shift is already reshaping 
market behavior. Traders moved quickly, pricing in 
nearly a 70 percent probability of another 
quarter‑point hike at the late‑October meeting — a 
jump of more than 14 points within a day of Barr’s 
comments. Markets aren’t reacting to inflation it-
self; they’re reacting to the Fed’s willingness to es-
calate.

A hike at this stage would have predictable — 
and politically inconvenient — consequences. 
Treasury yields would push higher, tightening fi-
nancial conditions across the board. Rate‑sensitive 
sectors like housing, autos, and small‑business 
credit would absorb the blow first, amplifying the 
slowdown already visible in consumer‑driven seg-
ments. Equity markets, which have been trading on 
the assumption that the September hike was a 
one‑off recalibration, would need to reprice risk 
more aggressively.

The Fed’s own messaging reinforces that ten-
sion. Chair Kevin Warsh’s insistence that inflation 
readings “do not tell me that underlying trends 
have meaningfully improved” signals a committee 
that sees stubborn inflation everywhere except the 
headline numbers. Add geopolitical instability and 
the AI‑driven investment surge to the Fed’s man-
date, and the central bank appears more concerned 
about being caught flat‑footed than about over-
shooting.

With the next FOMC meeting landing days 
before the midterms, the stakes are unusually high. 
A pre‑election rate hike would inject volatility into 
markets already navigating political uncertainty — 
and it would underline a reality investors are begin-
ning to accept: the Fed is not done, and the mar-
ket’s comfort with a one‑and‑done tightening cycle 
was premature.

This is the moment when markets stop trading 
the data and start trading the Fed’s resolve.

(VILLAGER) - In a moment when poli�cal polar-
iza�on seems to define nearly every public conver-
sa�on, Americans and Canadians have found un-
common agreement on at least one subject: Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s decision to ignite a trade war 
between the two countries was a costly misstep that 
neither side wanted and both sides felt.

From Detroit’s auto plants to Alberta’s grain 
fields, the sen�ment is remarkably consistent. 
Workers, small-business owners, and 
trade-dependent communi�es describe the tariffs 
and retaliatory measures not as a bold nego�a�ng 
tac�c but as an unnecessary rupture between two 
economies that have long operated as intertwined 
partners. The shared frustra�on reflects a lived real-
ity: when Washington and O�awa clash, ordinary 
people on both sides of the border absorb the 
shock.

The cri�cism has grown sharper in recent 
months as the economic fallout becomes harder to 
ignore. Manufacturers in the Midwest report higher 
input costs and disrupted supply chains. Canadian 
producers, especially in agriculture and consumer 
goods, say the uncertainty has chilled investment 
and forced them to rethink long-standing export 
routes. Tourism-dependent towns — from upstate 
New York to Bri�sh Columbia — have watched 
cross-border travel decline, eroding revenue for ho-
tels, restaurants, and seasonal businesses that rely 
on predictable flows of visitors.

What stands out is not just the economic im-
pact but the emo�onal one. For decades, Americans 
and Canadians have treated their shared border as a 
symbol of stability — a place where commerce, cul-
ture, and family �es move freely. Trump’s tariffs, im-
posed under a rarely used Depression-era authority, 
felt to many like a breach of trust. The move signaled 
a willingness to weaponize economic interdepen-
dence, and both publics responded with a mix of dis-
belief and irrita�on.

In interviews and public polling, Americans fre-
quently describe the trade war as “pointless,” 
“self-inflicted,” or “bad for business.” Canadians, for 
their part, have used words like “provoca�ve,” “un-
necessary,” and “disrespec�ul.” The language 
differs, but the meaning aligns: the conflict was 
avoidable, and the costs were real.

Economists on both sides of the border have 
echoed that view. They note that Canada remains 
one of America’s most important trading partners, 
and that the tariffs disrupted industries that depend 
on predictable cross-border flows — autos, dairy, 
steel, consumer goods, and tourism among them. 
The retaliatory measures from O�awa only deep-
ened the strain, crea�ng a cycle of penal�es that 
punished communi�es rather than resolving policy 
disagreements.

Even in poli�cal circles, the consensus is strik-
ing. While Trump’s base has largely stood by his 
broader tariff strategy, business-aligned conserva-
�ves in the U.S. and pragma�c centrists in Canada 
have cri�cized the trade war as a miscalcula�on that 
undermined economic stability without delivering 
meaningful concessions. The shared cri�que under-
scores a broader truth: the U.S.–Canada rela�onship 
is not built for brinkmanship. It is built for coopera-
�on.

Today, as both countries navigate a shi�ing 
global economy, the memory of the trade war 
lingers as a cau�onary tale. It demonstrated how 
quickly a single policy decision can ripple across bor-
ders, unse�ling industries and communi�es that de-
pend on each other. It also revealed something 
deeper — that despite poli�cal differences, Ameri-
cans and Canadians s�ll recognize the value of their 
partnership and are willing to speak plainly when 
that partnership is threatened.

In an era defined by division, that clarity is no-
table. On this issue, at least, the people on both 
sides of the world’s longest peaceful border agree: 
the trade war was the wrong fight at the wrong �me, 
and the consequences are felt far beyond the nego-
�a�ng table.

(AUSTIN, TX) – Hundreds of community 
members will come together in support of people 
living with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), 
uni�ng in hope and purpose at the 2026 Walk to 
Defeat ALS Aus�n on Saturday, October 31. Regis-
tra�on is now open.

The Walk to Defeat ALS® is the na�on’s 
largest ALS fundraising campaign, driving progress 
in ALS research, care, and advocacy. It’s more than 
a fundraiser—it’s a celebra�on of the strength and 
resiliency of our ALS community. Through Walk to 
Defeat ALS fundraising efforts, the ALS Associa�on 
has been able to drama�cally accelerate the fight 
against ALS by funding the development of new 
ALS treatments, by discovering new ALS genes, by 
crea�ng new global research collabora�ons, and 
by significantly expanding access to ALS care.

The 2026 Walk to Defeat ALS is supported by 
our dedicated na�onal sponsors, including Numo-
�on Founda�on and Shinogi. Their unwavering 
commitment fuels our mission to make ALS livable 
and cure it.

EVENT INFORMATION

WHAT:  2026 Walk to Defeat ALS Austin
WHEN: Saturday, October 31. Walk starts at 10:30 AM.

  WHERE:  PopStroke, Austin 

                  13000 Harris Ridge Blvd

                  Austin, TX 78753

Local Community to 
Step Up for 2026 Walk 
to Defeat ALS Austin

The ALS Association

(AUSTIN, TX) — State Representa�ve John Bucy III, 
Vice Chair of the Texas House Elec�ons Commi�ee, released 
the following statement a�er reports that the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety failed to transmit voter registra�on ap-
plica�ons to county elec�on officials, crea�ng a backlog less 
than two weeks before the October 5 voter registra�on 
deadline:

“It is absolutely outrageous that, in the run-up to one 
of the most consequen�al midterm elec�ons in decades, 
Texans have had their voter registra�ons impacted by a fail-
ure at the Texas Department of Public Safety.

“County elec�on officials are now being asked to clean 
up the state’s mess at one of the busiest �mes of the elec-
�on season. They have to process this backlog on top of the 
surge in registra�ons we always see before the deadline, 
while ensuring older DPS records don’t overwrite more re-
cent voter informa�on.

“Governor Abbo� needs to immediately commit what-
ever state resources and funding coun�es need to process 
every one of these applica�ons accurately and on �me. Not 
one eligible Texan should have their ability to vote jeopar-
dized because the state failed to do its job.

“Texans also deserve answers. We need to know how 
many voters were affected, how long this went undetected, 
why it happened, and what safeguards will be put in place to 
prevent this occurring again.

“The freedom to vote is fundamental. When a Texan 
does everything right and registers to vote, their govern-
ment has a responsibility to make sure that registra�on gets 
processed.”

State Representative John Bucy

State Representative John 
Bucy Calls on Governor Abbott 
to Provide Additional Funding 

to Counties Following DPS 
Voter Registration Failure


