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Dolly Parton’s
Legacy in Austin
Remembered

By Villager staff

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin is reflecting with uncommon tenderness
on the life and legacy of Dolly Parton, the beloved singer, songwriter,
actor, and philanthropist who died at age 80. Her passing has
prompted a wave of tributes across Central Texas, where her artistic
footprint and personal generosity left a lasting mark
on generations of Austinites.

Parton’s relationship with Austin
was deep and decades-long. Her
2000 appearance on Austin City
Limits remains one of the most
cherished performances in the
show’s history. Executive Pro-
ducer Terry Lickona called her
debut “a dream come true,” re-
membering her warmth, humor,
and extraordinary musician-
ship. During that taping,
Parton moved seamlessly
between bluegrass traditionals and signature songs like “Coat of
Many Colors” and an intimate acoustic rendition of “l Will Always
Love You,” a moment ACL staff still describe as quintessentially
Austin—unadorned, heartfelt, and unforgettable.

Her ties to the city stretched beyond the stage. Austinites recall
her film work in The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, shot partly in
Austin and surrounding towns, and her return for the 1991 TV movie
Wild Texas Wind, where she collaborated with local musicians includ-
ing Ray Benson of Asleep at the Wheel.

Across Austin’s arts community, Parton’s influence was personal.
Longtime country radio host Bob Cole described her as “an angel,”
while drag performer Brigitte Bandit shared how a surprise
rhinestone-covered guitar signed by Parton became a treasured sym-
bol of encouragement and recognition.

As tributes continue, Austinites are united in gratitude. Whether
through music, film, philanthropy, or quiet acts of kindness, Dolly Par-
ton left Austin better, brighter, and more generous than she found it.
Her legacy here—like her songs—will endure.

City to Discuss New
Data Center Regulations

By Villager staff

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin is preparing for a pivotal de-
bate over how—and whether—the city should allow future
data center development within its limits. With artificial in-
telligence driving demand for massive, resource-intensive
facilities, city leaders say Austin’s current land-use rules are
outdated and leave residents vulnerable to projects that
could strain water supplies, increase energy demand, and
disrupt neighborhoods.

Several council members argue the city must act before
a hyperscale facility is proposed. Austin currently has 10
data centers, all relatively small, drawing between 1 and 20
megawatts of power. But state law defines a “large-load”
user as 75 megawatts or more—facilities that can consume
hundreds of millions of gallons of water annually and re-
quire extensive cooling systems and backup generators. City
staff warn that Austin lacks a specific land-use category to
track or regulate such projects, making it difficult to assess
their environmental and community impacts.

Council members Vanessa Fuentes, José¢ Velasquez,
Ryan Alter, Mike Siegel, and Zo Qadri have publicly called
for a full ban on large-scale data centers, citing threats to air
quality, water resources, neighborhood stability, and
long-term sustainability. “We are not going to trade our fu-
ture for a server farm,” Council Member Krista Laine said,
emphasizing the need to protect clean air and water for fu-
ture generations.

Mayor Kirk Watson supports strong regulations rather
than an outright ban, arguing the city must adopt rules that
can withstand legal scrutiny and state intervention. He backs
creating a new land-use designation for data centers, requir-
ing developers to submit detailed water and power-use
plans, and imposing noise, light, and screening standards.

The City Council is scheduled to vote on a resolution
that would initiate formal code amendments. If approved,
Austin would begin crafting a regulatory framework de-
signed to protect residents, natural resources, and the city’s
long-term quality of life before the next wave of data center
proposals arrives.
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Travis County Clerk’s Office to Host Elections

Job Fair Ahead of November Election

(TRAVIS COUNTY, TX) — Travis County Clerk Dyana Limon-Mercado is encouraging
registered Travis County voters to apply for early voting and Election Day poll

worker positions as well as in-office and warehouse seasonal positions in the Travis
County Clerk Elections division. The Elections Job Fair will be held Saturday, August 29,
from 10:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. at 5501 Airport Blvd.

Attendees will learn about poll worker roles and seasonal in-office and warehouse election
worker positions. Hiring managers will conduct on-the-spot interviews,

and applicants offered a role can begin the onboarding process immediately.
Candidates must bring their social security card and Texas driver’s license, or other
accepted identification to complete the federal I-9 form and the hiring process.

Starting pay is $20 per hour.

What: Elections Worker Job Fair

Who: Registered Travis County Voters

When: Saturday, August 29, from 10:30 a.m. —12:30 p.m.

Where: Travis County Clerk’s Office, 5501 Airport Blvd. Austin, TX 78751

Interested applicants can RSVP online. Walk-ins are also welcome.

To streamline the hiring process, we encourage interested residents to apply online before
attending the hiring event.

This job fair is specifically for poll workers and in-office and

warehouse seasonal election workers. Travis County registered voters only interested in
serving as an Election Day Poll Worker who are not able to attend this event may fill out
the Election Worker Interest Form to be contacted at a later date.

Women in Jazz Association, Inc. and Huston-Tillotson Jazz Studies Department present

JAZZ LEGACGY

CELEBRATING THE NEXT GENERATION OF JAZZ

LADEMIDAVIES

JUDAH GUERRA

3:00
PM

Tickets $25
FREE WITH STUDENT ID AVAILABLE AT

womeninjazz.ludus.com
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This project is supported in part by an Elevate Grant of Austin Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment.
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