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Travillion: Tommy gives voice to the voiceless
Continued from page 1
After returning from the “Million Man March”
– a seminal gathering in the nation’s capital in 1995
— Mr. Wyatt teamed-up with co-host Damita
Shanklin and the late Akwasi Evans to form “The
Breakfast Club” on KAZI 88.7 FM radio. The popular
conversational show aired Friday mornings for
years. The hosts shared different points of view on
issues, not always agreeing, but never falling out
over their differences.
Travis County Commissioner Jeffrey Travillion
applauds Mr. Wyatt’s impact on Central Texas as
well, saying: “Tommy Wyatt holds a special place
in Austin journalism. He makes sure that you know
the history and nuisances of this town. He can tell
you where every significant cultural structure stood.
He can inform you about the public servants who
guided change in this community. However, even
more importantly, he gives voice to the voiceless.
When information will help the community or the
record has to be corrected, Tommy always delivers.
He is an historian and clarifies issues, but most importantly, he is a gentleman who cares deeply about
his community and professionalism.”
Mr. Wyatt prides himself in publishing a community paper that serves consumers and merchants
in the Austin market. With an emphasis on African
Americans, The Villager focuses on community and
national news, events, announcements and
newsmakers, as expressed in general, political, business and sports news, along with editorials and comments.
Arlene Youngblood, Coordinator of the
newspaper’s iconic Youth Brigade remarked, “Mr.
Wyatt had the vision to introduce a reporters’ program that would allow our young Black students to
learn how to write for the Black press, organize their
articles, get paid for their work, and represent their
schools. Since November 2003, I have had the opportunity to work with our young student reporters and so appreciate the support of their parents
and grandparents. Many are now grown up, finished
college or the military, and established in their own
careers. Mr. Wyatt and I were glad to be part of their
mentoring and growth.”
Mr. Wyatt, today we salute your exemplary
service, vision, leadership, and encouragement. We
applaud your consistent contributions to our Texas
community and Happy Birthday!

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

Mrs. Bobbie Weakly (L) with Husband Donnie

The
VILLAGER

DOUBLE
“R”
Travis County Commissioner Jeffrey Travillion

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
WE INVITE EVERYONE!

Angela Henderson

Sunday
10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service
on YouTube Live. Click the
QR code for Worship Services.
8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry
Experience via Zoom*.

Arlene Youngblood

Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*
&RQWDFWWKHFKXUFKRI¿FHDWHEFRI¿FH#VEFJOREDOQHWIRUOLQN

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor
1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702
Phone (512) 478-175 Fax (512) 478-1892

Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)
(512) 478-6709

Agape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15
7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

Naomi Richard

John Harris Jr.

Happy Birthday, Tommie!

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.
For there is No Greater Love!

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a
Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM
Call: 454-1547 for transportation
H. Ed Calahan, Pastor
Web: www.agapebcaustintx.com

Keeping Mental Health Crises Out
of the Criminal Justice System
- DELL MED NEWS AUSTIN, Texas – Across the nation and within Travis
County, a disproportionate number of people living with
mental health and substance use disorders end up in jail
instead of getting the mental health treatment and support they need.
Mental health experts at Dell Medical School at The
University of Texas at Austin are joining forces with the
Travis County Commissioners Court and a wide range of
community partners to address this problem by rethinking – and ultimately redesigning – the local intersection
of criminal, legal and behavioral health systems. The goal
of the effort, known as the Travis County Forensic Mental
Health Project, is to establish solutions rooted in personcentered and evidence-based care for people stuck at or
repeatedly cycling through this intersection.
About 2 million people with serious mental illness
are incarcerated annually in the U.S. One in 5 U.S. adults
will experience a mental illness within a given year. In
Travis County, 37% of people incarcerated in October 2021
were receiving mental health care in jail. By May 2022,
the rate had increased to 42%.
“This planning effort brings innovators, experts and
advocates together to understand the challenges and the
opportunities, and to help us achieve a coordinated system of mental health care in Travis County for people who
have been stuck in or are cycling pointlessly through jail,”
said County Judge Andy Brown.
Based on a Proven Model
“To address the complexities around the criminal,
legal and mental health system intersection, we have to
step back and work collaboratively across both systems,”
said Steve Strakowski, M.D., associate vice president for
regional mental health and professor in the Department
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at Dell Med. “It will
take a ‘people first’ approach to find actionable solutions
to this mental health crisis, with health equity as a guiding principle.”
This approach is based on a proven model,
Strakowski said. Since 2016, Dell Med has collaborated
with the Texas Health and Human Services Commission,
along with other partners, to develop an innovative model
for a continuum of mental health care at the Austin State
Hospital (ASH). The state-funded project includes a new
240-bed hospital facility to support a new way of treating
mental health issues.
Construction of the new ASH is expected to be completed in late 2023. The ASH Brain Health Redesign model’s
use of a steering committee of community stakeholders
from all backgrounds and expertise cascading into a series of work groups supports a true collaboration across a

complex system. By using a similar model for Travis County,
it engages more people than usually possible to support
and provide insights for the best solutions for Travis
County residents.
“For far too long, we have overlooked the most valuable perspective when designing the intersection where
criminal justice involvement meets mental health care:
the perspective of people receiving services,” said Parker
LaCombe, director of peer support services at Austin State
Hospital. “We have seen throughout the redesign of the
new ASH how valuable the input of people with lived experience truly is, and by using ‘people first’ as our guiding principle for both the work of the Travis County Forensic Mental Health Project and the ASH redesign, we
are able to ensure a person-centered approach rooted in
the belief that recovery is possible for all people experiencing mental health and/or substance use challenges,”
said LaCombe.
The steering committee includes more than 15 experts and organizations spanning academia, law enforcement, the judicial system, health care systems, advocacy
groups, substance use experts, and people with lived experience and their families, among others.
Applying a Health Equity Lens to Find Transformative Solutions
The Travis County Forensic Mental Health Project will
apply a health equity lens in its quest for transformative
solutions, striving to address and correct longstanding
sociodemographic inequities, Strakowski said.
Already underway since May, the project is currently
evaluating existing systems, has formed a steering committee and will establish working groups to perform an
environmental scan and data analytics to produce actionable recommendations. By February 2023, the group plans
to provide actionable and fundable recommendations to
the county commissioners.
“The lack of adequate behavioral health care for
people experiencing mental health crises in the criminal
justice system has forced jails into being among the largest mental health care providers in the state,” said Travis
County Sheriff Sally Hernandez. “Jails were never designed
to function in this manner. It’s a travesty that causes needless suffering and seriously depletes resources. This is a
program that’s desperately needed.”
The project may result in expanding existing programs or creating new programs or services, a central
building space for services, as well as other innovative and
community-distributed components, said Strakowski, who
leads the steering committee. Ultimately the group hopes
to form a scalable, replicable model of care for the nation’s
mental health system.
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“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther
Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ
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