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Austin OpensApplicationsfor $23 Million in Arts and
Music GrantsAmid Rising Pressure on Creative Sector

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin’s creative community
received a significant boost this week as the city
officially opened applications for $23 million in arts
and music grants, a major infusion of public sup-
port at a time when local artists, venues, and cul-
tural organizations continue to navigate rising costs,
shrinking federal support, and an increasingly com-
petitive funding landscape. The announcement
came Tuesday from the Austin Arts, Culture, Music
and Entertainment (ACME) office, which oversees
the city’s cultural investment programs.

The grants are funded through Austin’s hotel
occupancy tax (HOT), a revenue stream that has
grown alongside the city’s booming tourism indus-
try. The grants represent a reinvestment of visitor
dollars into the artists, musicians, heritage stewards,
and cultural organizations who help make Austin a
destination.

Austinites can apply for awards ranging from
$5,000 to $250,000, depending on the program.
Funding begins in January, with awards structured
as one or two year commitments.

The $23 million will be distributed through four
major programs, each designed to support a differ-
ent segment of Austin’s cultural ecosystem:

Live Music Fund — $6 million for musicians,
venues, and promoters. This fund arrives as the
city’s music sector continues to face affordability
challenges, venue closures, and shifting audience
patterns. Austin’s music leaders have increasingly
argued that business partnerships and diversified
revenue streams are essential for survival, a shift
from earlier eras when “selling out” was a cultural
taboo.

Elevate — $11 million for artists, cultural
organizations, and art producing groups. This is the
largest share of the funding and is expected to sup-
port everything from visual arts and theater to
dance, literature, and multimedia projects.

Heritage Preservation — $3 million for
groups preserving historic spaces and promoting
tourism. Preservation advocates have warned that
Austin’s rapid development threatens culturally sig-
nificant sites, particularly in historically Black and
Latino neighborhoods.

- Thrive — $3 million for nonprofit organiza-
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tions that reflect Austin’s culture. This program aims
to stabilize organizations that anchor the city’s cul-
tural identity, especially those serving marginalized
communities.

The new funding arrives during a turbulent
period for Austin’s arts ecosystem. In recent years,
local arts groups have downsized or canceled pro-
gramming after losing tens of thousands of dollars
in federal grants that once supported youth arts pro-
grams, festivals, and community events.

City funding has also been inconsistent. Arts
leaders have repeatedly warned that municipal sup-
port can be “fickle,” urging Austinites and local busi-
nesses to step up if they want creative work to re-
main a viable full time career.

Even with increased city allocations, demand
far outpaces supply. In the last Live Music Fund
cycle, only 137 out of more than 1,000 applicants
received grants.

The grants can support a wide range of activi-
ties, including: creative production, public program-
ming, operational and administrative needs, cultural
events, media and digital arts projects, dance and
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movement based work, literary arts, and more

This flexibility is intended to help organizations
stabilize operations, expand programming, and
adapt to changing audience expectations.

To ensure broad access, ACME is offering work-
shops, open office hours, and one on one meetings
with staff. Information videos are also available in
English and Spanish.

The deadline to apply is Aug. 18 at 6:59 p.m.

Austin’s creative identity has long been cen-
tral to its national reputation, but the pressures of
growth, affordability, and shifting funding priorities
have placed unprecedented strain on the artists and
organizations who sustain that identity. The city’s
$23 million investment represents both a lifeline
and a test: whether public funding, even at this
scale, can meaningfully stabilize a sector facing
structural challenges.

For many artists, musicians, and cultural orga-
nizations, the next six weeks will determine whether
they can secure the resources needed to continue
shaping Austin’s cultural landscape in 2027 and be-
yond.
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Discover the possibilities at
AustinEnergy.com/SmallBiz.

Small Businesses

Bundle and Save
on Energy Efficiency Upgrades

Get higher rebates when you choose three or more energy-saving improvements for your
small business or nonprofit. Lower operating costs and improved energy performance are
within reach with a tailored Small Business Bundle from Austin Energy.




