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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Over 65 years
of service.

DOUBLE “R”
GROCERY

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

*We cash ALL Tax Refunds
*Checks *Check Out

1721 E 12TH ST
AUSTIN, TX 78702

(512) 478-3451

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Specialist in HVAC repairs, service, replacement

Miguel Gamez
6912 Blessing Avenue

Austin, TX 78752
(737) 900-1931

Lic#: TACLB107926E
HAVCGamez512llc@gmail.com

HVAC
GAMEZ 512

Doris Miller Auditorium
Historic zoning initiated

49th Austin Symphony
Orchestra July 4th Concert &

Fireworks Celebration
Join the City of Austin and the Austin
Symphony Orchestra (ASO) for the 49th
edition of the Austin Symphony
Orchestra July 4th Concert & Fireworks
Celebration presented by H-E-B
Saturday, July 4, 2026, starting at 4:30
p.m. with fireworks beginning at 9:30
p.m. at Auditorium Shores and the Long
Center, 800 W. Riverside Drive, Austin,
TX 78704. Admission is FREE with VIP
options available. Please visit us at
Starspangledfest.com/july-4 for more
details.

By Villager staff
(VILLAGER) - The City of Austin has taken a sig-

nificant step toward preserving one of East Austin’s
most important cultural landmarks, as the Historic
Landmark Commission voted this week to initiate
historic zoning for Doris Miller Auditorium, the long
standing community venue in Rosewood that has
served generations of Black Austinites. The vote
begins a formal process that could ultimately pro-
tect the building from demolition or incompatible
redevelopment, ensuring that the site’s legacy re-
mains rooted in the neighborhood it has anchored
for nearly a century.

Built in 1942 and named for Doris “Dorie”
Miller, the Black Navy cook whose heroism during
the attack on Pearl Harbor made him one of the
most celebrated servicemen of World War II, the
auditorium has long functioned as a civic and cul-
tural hub for East Austin. It hosted dances, concerts,
graduations, community meetings, and countless
gatherings during the decades when segregation lim-
ited access to public facilities elsewhere in the city.
For many residents, the building is not simply a venue
but a symbol of endurance — a place where Black
community life flourished despite systemic barriers.

The Commission’s action follows years of con-
cern about the building’s condition and the pres-
sures of redevelopment surrounding the Rosewood
neighborhood. As property values rise and older
structures face increasing scrutiny from developers,
community advocates have pushed for stronger
protections for sites tied to Black history and cul-
tural identity. Historic zoning would require any
major changes to the building to undergo city re-
view, preventing demolition and ensuring that reno-
vations respect the auditorium’s architectural and
historical significance.

City staff noted that Doris Miller Auditorium
meets multiple criteria for landmark designation,
including its association with significant historical
events, its role in the social development of East
Austin, and its connection to a nationally recognized
figure. The building’s Art Deco influenced design
and its placement within the broader Rosewood
Park complex further strengthen its case for pres-
ervation. The Commission’s unanimous support re-

flects a growing recognition that Austin’s rapid
growth must not erase the physical spaces that tell
the story of its Black communities.

For East Austin residents, the move offers a
measure of reassurance at a time when many his-
toric institutions face uncertain futures. The audi-
torium has weathered decades of change, from
school closures and highway expansion to demo-
graphic shifts and redevelopment pressures. Its
potential landmark status signals that the city is
beginning to take seriously the need to preserve
Black cultural sites with the same urgency applied
to other historic districts.

The case now moves to the Planning Commis-
sion and ultimately to the Austin City Council, which
will make the final decision on whether to grant his-
toric zoning. If approved, the designation would se-
cure the auditorium’s place in the city’s protected
heritage and ensure that future generations can
continue to gather in a space that has shaped East
Austin’s civic life for more than 80 years.

Above and Beyond
the Call of Duty

By Thomas Wyatt | EIC, The Villager

City Council Moves Toward a
November 2026 Bond Election

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin City Council has taken a decisive
step toward placing a major bond package on the November
2026 ballot, signaling that the city is preparing for another
round of public borrowing to address long standing infrastruc-
ture, parks, and facility needs. In newly posted documents
this week, Council directed the City Manager to prepare a
draft $390 million bond proposal built around the “Staff Al-
ternative Scenario” presented earlier this spring, a framework
that prioritizes transportation upgrades, parks improvements,
and community facility investments. The directive sets in
motion a compressed summer timeline that will culminate in
a final Council vote later this month.

Under the draft scenario, the bond package would allo-
cate $92 million for transportation projects, $250 million for
parks, and $48 million for community facilities. Council mem-
bers say the mix reflects urgent needs across the city, from
aging roads and drainage systems to overcrowded parks and
deferred maintenance at public buildings. The resolution also
requires staff to deliver additional information on cultural arts
funding proposals — including requests from Mexic Arte
Museum, the Paramount Theatre, Austin Film Studios, and
the Umlauf Sculpture Garden — by mid July, ensuring that
Council can evaluate whether any of those projects merit in-
clusion in the final bond list.

The move comes after months of debate over whether
Austin should pursue a bond election this year or wait until
2028, when the city’s debt capacity would be more favorable.
Supporters argue that delaying would only increase project
costs and prolong infrastructure gaps that residents experi-
ence daily. Critics, including Mayor Kirk Watson, have warned

that Austin is already operating under tight financial con-
straints and must be cautious about adding new debt. The
Council’s latest action makes clear that a majority is prepared
to move forward despite those concerns.

For East Austin, the stakes are particularly high. Past
bond cycles have often underfunded projects in historically
Black and Latino neighborhoods, leaving drainage issues, park
shortages, and aging facilities unaddressed even as other parts
of the city saw steady investment. Community advocates say
this year’s package must correct those disparities by direct-
ing funds toward long neglected infrastructure east of I 35.
Several Council members have echoed that sentiment, not-
ing that equity scoring will play a central role in shaping the
final project list.

The resolution also instructs staff to conduct due dili-
gence on interim funding options for projects that may not
make the final bond package but still require attention. That
directive reflects growing pressure from cultural institutions,
neighborhood groups, and city departments seeking clarity
on how their needs will be met if they fall outside the bond’s
scope.

Council is expected to receive a full draft bond package
on July 23, with a final vote to call the election occurring
shortly afterward. If approved, the measure will appear on
the November ballot, giving voters the opportunity to decide
whether Austin should take on new debt to address its infra-
structure and community facility needs. For now, the Council’s
action marks a turning point: the city is no longer debating
whether to pursue a 2026 bond election — it is preparing for
one.

This July, Celebrate "The Power Of” Austin Parks and Recreation
City of Austin Parks and Recreation

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin Parks and Recreation joins the
National Recreation and Park Association, and park systems
across the nation to celebrate Park and Recreation Month
throughout the month of July by inviting our community to
share their experiences, memories and stories about what
parks and recreation mean to them. For more than 40 years,
the United States has celebrated Park and Recreation Month,
recognizing and celebrating the more than 160,000 full-time
park and recreation professionals – along with hundreds of
thousands of part-time, seasonal workers and volunteers who
help maintain and program our parks.

In addition to our many programs, camps and aquatic
activities throughout the summer, Austin Park and Recreation
boasts a few special events this July including the following
three must-attend happenings: the historic 54-hole amateur
stroke play tournament dubbed the Firecracker Open at the
Lions Municipal Golf Course taking place over the July 4th
weekend, as it has annually since 1946; beginning July 7, the
66th annual Pan Am Hillside Summer Concerts feature live
music Tuesdays at 6 PM; and finally, July 13 through July 24,
the "I Am Parks and Recreation” photo exhibit will be on dis-

play at City Hall Atrium in recognition of Austin Parks and
Recreation staff.

This year’s Park and Recreation Month theme – “The
Power Of…” – celebrates how parks and recreation brings us
together through the power of play, nature, belonging and
the people in our communities. Residents are encouraged to
take advantage of swim lessons, senior activities, recreation
center programs, summer camps, fitness classes, basketball,
softball and more at an Austin Parks and Recreation location
near them! Register now at AustinTexas.gov/ParksOnline.

"As we celebrate Park and Recreation Month, we are
affirming that parks are essential to the health, well-being,
and vitality of every Austinite," said Jesús Aguirre, Austin Parks
and Recreation Director and National Recreation and Park As-
sociation Board of Directors Member.

Austin Parks and Recreation and the National Recre-
ation and Park Association encourage everyone who supports
parks and recreation to post about why their local park and
recreation professionals are important to them on social
media with #ThePowerOf. To learn more about Park and Rec-
reation Month, visit AustinTexas.gov/Parks and NRPA.org/July.


