www.theaustinvillager.com

City of Austin Proclaims July

National Park and Recreation

Month, Joining Communities

acrossthe U.S. in Recognizing

the Importance of Recreation
and Parks

Austin Parks and Recreation

(AUSTIN, TX) - On, July 23, 2026, the Austin
City Council and Austin Parks and Recreation an-
nounced an official city proclamation recognizing
the vital role that parks and recreation play in im-
proving the health, wellness and quality of life for
all of our residents. The City of Austin joins com-
munities across the nation in celebrating National
Park and Recreation Month this July. With every-
thing from newly renovated pools, parks and trails,
to recreation centers and basketball courts — there
are plenty of ways to take advantage of Austin's
growing parks system!

For more than 40 years, the United States has
celebrated Park and Recreation Month in July to
promote building strong, vibrant and resilient com-
munities through the power of parks and recreation.
As a leading not-for-profit organization dedicated

COLLECTED PRECIS

to building strong, vibrant and resilient communi-
ties through the power of parks and recreation, the
National Recreation and Park Association, or NRPA,
champions and supports the field of parks and rec-
reation through professional development, advocacy,
grants and programs, research, and publications.
“This July, we honor the transformative role of
parks and recreation in fostering belonging,
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wellness, and playful exploration, and celebrating
the individuals who make it all possible.” said Jesus
Aguirre, Director of Austin Parks and Recreation and
NRPA Board of Directors Member. “We encourage
everyone to make time to explore green spaces, play
at a park, walk a trail, swim at a pool, visit a recre-
ation center or play a sport at one of our many fa-
cilities throughout Austin.”

Hinojosa Calls on Greg Abbott to Put Moratorium on Data
CentersUntil a Legidative Session That Puts Texans First

“Greg Abbott talks a big game about what he will do after the election. The thing is, he has the power to do it today.”

Office of
Gina Hinojosa

(AUSTIN, TX) — Last Thursday, Democratic
nominee for Texas Governor Gina Hinojosa called
on Greg Abbott to sign an emergency executive or-
der putting a moratorium on data centers until the
legislature meets to give Texans a seat at the table.

“The people of Texas are being taken advan-
tage of, in a big way, by corporations who are oper-
ating under no rules,” Hinojosa said. “Data centers
are coming in and doing as they please — they are
guzzling up all our water, guzzling up all our elec-
tricity — and the people have no say. They have no
power. That is the Wild West of data centers that
Greg Abbott has created in Texas. People need re-
lief”

“I’'m calling for a moratorium until a legislative
session that puts Texans first so that we don't have
any more communities in Texas who are powerless
against these global corporations,” Hinojosa added.

Hinojosa was joined by impacted Texans to dis-
cuss their first-hand experiences and how Greg
Abbott’s policies have put billionaires first and left
them behind. Cheryl Shadden, a nurse practitioner
who lives across from a Granbury data center, said,
“We are bombarded with noise 24/7. My entire com-

Gina Hinojosa

munity is sick, and [data centers] are taking 2.5 mil-
lion gallons of water per day off the Brazos River
and Lake Granbury. This is what my community has
lived through for three years.”

Hinojosa outlined her Texans First Data Cen-
ter Priorities for the next legislative session, which

Abbott could call today:

e Requiring American union jobs so operators
hire skilled, licensed, union labor, and undoing the
fast-track rollbacks that let corporations cut safety
corners. When corners get cut on builds this size,
workers die.

¢ Giving Texans a seat at the table to decide if
and how data centers come to their communities.

e Creating full transparency by stopping data
center companies from using NDAs.

¢ Lowering costs for Texans by ensuring data
center companies prove households won't pay
more for electricity or water, including the hidden
costs passed through for grid upgrades, transmis-
sion, and new capacity.

e Make data centers pay for themselves by
stopping subsidies. These data centers are owned
by the richest men in the world; Texans shouldn’t
foot the bill.

e Putting water and power for Texans first by
ensuring any water contract with data centers be-
comes unenforceable if it threatens a community’s
water supply.

The event follows Hinojosa’s recent swing in
the Panhandle, where she met with rural Texans
about their concerns on data centers at a series of
roundtables, a town hall, and by visiting one of the
world’s largest planned data center sites.

Beverly S. Sheffield Northwest Pool to Celebrate
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(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin Parks and Recreation,
Friends of Beverly S. Sheffield Northwest District
Park, Austin Parks Foundation and the Allandale
Neighborhood Association invite Austinites to cel-
ebrate 70 years of community, recreation, and his-
tory at Beverly S. Sheffield Northwest Pool, 7000
Ardath St., on Sunday, August 9 at 12 p.m.

The family-friendly event will feature snacks
and beverages, historic photos and memorabilia,
and the chance to celebrate the pool's history in
this newly renovated facility. Swimmers from the
McCallum High School Swim Team will provide a
short demonstration. Pool entry fees will be waived
so everyone can join the celebration.

The event marks the anniversary of the pool's

70th Anniversary with Free Community Event
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formal dedication in 1956 and will provide an op-
portunity to hear from Sally Sheffield Attaway,
Beverly Sheffield's daughter, and to meet his son,
Steve Sheffield and other family members. In 2001,
the pool and park were renamed in honor of former
Parks and Recreation Director Beverly S. Sheffield,
recognizing his lasting impact on Austin's park sys-
tem.

The City of Austin purchased the parkland in
1955 and completed the pool and bathhouse within
a year, opening for its first swim meet on July 28,
1956, before its formal dedication on August 9,
1956. As Austin's first 50-meter Olympic-size pool,
it allowed the city to qualify for national swim meets
for the first time.

The pool quickly became a beloved commu-

nity destination, drawing more than 31,000 visitors
in its first full month alone, more than Barton
Springs Pool at the time. The modern circular bath-
house, built that same year, remains architectur-
ally significant and eligible for the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

The site recently underwent a comprehensive
renovation designed to preserve its historic charac-
ter while ensuring it remains safe, accessible, and
vibrant for future generations. Improvements in-
clude a refreshed 50-meter lap pool, a new zero-
entry toddler pool, two shade structures funded in
part by the Austin Parks Foundation, new bench
seating, renovated bathhouses and family
restrooms, and upgraded fencing, lighting, land-
scaping, and entrance plaza.



