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Inflation, Economic Strain Shapes the Midterms
By Villager staff

By Villager staff

(VILLAGER) - Infla�on’s late-season surge has 
arrived at precisely the wrong moment for the 
people who currently hold federal power. The Sep-
tember Consumer Price Index (CPI), rising 3.7% 
year over year, landed as the final infla�on report 
before voters cast their ballots. It is a number that 
does not exist in isola�on; it sits atop months of 
household strain, rising energy costs, and a poli�-
cal climate already defined by economic unease. 
For communi�es like East Aus�n—where wages 
stretch thin and essen�als cost more every quar-
ter—the figure is more than just a number; it’s a 
lived reality.

The poli�cal implica�ons are unavoidable. 
When infla�on accelerates this close to an elec-
�on, it becomes a referendum on governance. 
Voters may disagree on the causes—global con-

flict, supply chain instability, policy missteps—but 
they are united in their frustra�on. Gasoline and 
diesel remain among the most vola�le categories, 
and families who rely on cars to commute, shop, 
and care for loved ones feel these pressures daily. 
Small businesses, especially those rooted in histor-
ically Black neighborhoods, face rising opera�ng 
costs that erode already-�ght margins. These are 
the daily arithme�c of survival.

The administra�on’s challenge is that infla-
�on has become the country’s dominant poli�cal 
issue, eclipsing even immigra�on and public safety 
in many polls. When the cost of living rises faster 
than wages, voters tend to hold the party in power 
responsible, regardless of the global forces at play. 
That dynamic is especially potent in midterms, 
when turnout hinges on mo�va�on—and frustra-

�on is a powerful mo�vator.
Yet the deeper story is not simply par�san ad-

vantage. It is about trust. Communi�es that have 
weathered decades of uneven investment and pol-
icy neglect are acutely sensi�ve to economic 
shocks. They remember who shows up when 
�mes are hard, and who disappears when the 
headlines fade. Infla�on, in this moment, is not 
just a sta�s�c; it is a test of whether leadership un-
derstands the stakes for ordinary people.

As the country approaches Elec�on Day, the 
ques�on is not whether infla�on will influence the 
midterms—it already has. The ques�on is whether 
elected officials will treat this moment as a warn-
ing or a wake-up call. Voters are watching closely, 
and they are prepared to hold someone account-
able for the rising cost of their livelihoods. 

(VILLAGER) - Ken Paxton’s claim of a sweep-
ing conspiracy among pediatricians, insurance 
firms, and vaccine manufacturers is more than a 
poli�cal talking point — it is a destabilizing narra-
�ve that threatens public health, undermines 
medical trust, and weaponizes regulatory power 
for ideological gain. His allega�ons, launched 
through a series of inves�ga�ons beginning in Jan-
uary 2026, assert that doctors are being “bribed” 
to vaccinate children, that insurers and pharma-
ceu�cal companies are colluding to “illegally in-
cen�vize” pediatric prac�ces, and that the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) may be recom-
mending vaccines for financial benefit rather than 
scien�fic evidence. None of these claims, to date, 
have been supported by findings, documenta�on, 
or independent verifica�on. 

Paxton’s inves�ga�on has relied heavily on 
aggressive Civil Inves�ga�ve Demands — more 
than 20 sent to major insurers, pharmaceu�cal 
companies, and pediatric prac�ces — demanding 
up to a decade of records, down to trivial items 
like a $40 box of cookies from a vaccine represen-
ta�ve. Pediatricians report spending thousands in 
legal fees simply to comply, despite the fact that 
rou�ne childhood vaccines o�en operate at thin 
margins or even losses for small prac�ces. Pedia-

tricians “barely break even” on vaccines, accord-
ing to the Texas Pediatric Society, contradic�ng 
Paxton’s asser�on that doctors are financially mo-
�vated to over-vaccinate. 

The broader context reveals the poli�cal u�l-
ity of Paxton’s claims. His rhetoric aligns closely 
with the Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) 
movement and the an�-vaccine messaging cham-
pioned by Donald Trump and HHS Secretary 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Paxton has repeatedly in-
voked their narra�ves, and his inves�ga�ons have 
coincided with key moments in his Senate cam-
paign — including Trump’s endorsement and his 
victory over Sen. John Cornyn in the May runoff. 
Public health experts and pediatricians have de-
scribed the probe as poli�cally mo�vated, de-
signed to curry favor with an�-vaccine cons�tuen-
cies rather than address any documented miscon-
duct. 

Meanwhile, the consequences of Paxton’s 
campaign are tangible. Texas vaccina�on rates are 
falling — only 93.3% of kindergarteners are fully 
vaccinated against measles — even as outbreaks 
loom. Families are le� uncertain about whether 
their pediatricians will con�nue offering rou�ne 
vaccines or whether medical advice is being 
chilled by fear of state inves�ga�on. The AAP, 

which broke from federal guidance a�er HHS 
a�empted to reduce the childhood vaccine sched-
ule, now finds itself under scru�ny for defending 
evidence-based immuniza�on standards. Yet Pax-
ton’s office has produced no findings of wrongdo-
ing, no evidence of bribery, and no substan�ated 
proof of a “mul�-industry scheme.” 

Editorially, Paxton’s conspiracy claim func-
�ons as a poli�cal cudgel rather than a public 
health safeguard. It erodes trust in frontline 
medical providers, burdens small prac�ces with 
costly legal demands, and injects par�san suspi-
cion into the most basic elements of pediatric 
care. At a moment when misinforma�on al-
ready threatens community health, the state’s 
top legal officer is amplifying unfounded allega-
�ons that cast pediatricians — among the low-
est-paid and most community-embedded medi-
cal professionals — as profiteers in a shadowy 
vaccine cartel.

Texans deserve vaccine policy grounded in 
science, transparency, and genuine oversight — 
not inves�ga�ons launched for poli�cal theater. 
Paxton’s claims, absent evidence, risk turning rou-
�ne childhood immuniza�on into another front in 
the culture war, with children’s health caught in 
the crossfire.

A Manufactured Scandal: Paxton Targets Pediatricians Without Evidence
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Turmoil on the Left Turmoil on the Right

(VILLAGER) - The Re-
publican Party is entering 
the midterm season in a 
state of visible internal 
strain, with ideological frac-
tures, policy disagreements, 
and the weight of President 
Donald Trump’s declining 
approval ra�ngs converging 
into a moment of profound 
turbulence. Trump’s grip on 
the GOP remains firm—62% 
of rank-and-file Republicans 
now iden�fy as part of the 
MAGA wing—but that dom-
inance has deepened the di-
vide with non-MAGA con-
serva�ves, a fac�on increas-
ingly alienated from the 
party’s direc�on and show-
ing signs of low turnout en-
thusiasm. 

This internal split is 
unfolding against a back-
drop of worsening na�onal 
indicators for Republicans. 
Trump’s approval ra�ng has 

fallen to around 40%, with 
public disapproval rising 
sharply. His handling of in-
fla�on, the broader econ-
omy, and the ongoing war 
with Iran have drawn consis-
tently low marks, with ap-
proval on infla�on at just 
30% and on the economy at 
37%. These numbers 
ma�er: midterms histori-
cally func�on as referenda 
on the president, and Re-
publicans have done li�le to 
distance themselves from 
Trump’s agenda.

The consequences are 
already visible in the elec-
toral landscape. States once 
considered safely Republi-
can—Texas, Iowa, Alaska—
have shi�ed le�, and 
Democrats see credible op-
portuni�es to flip seats in 
North Carolina, Maine, and 
Ohio. Public trust on eco-
nomic policy has also nar-

rowed to a near �e, erasing 
what had been a clear GOP 
advantage earlier in Trump’s 
second term. 

Compounding these 
pressures are compe�ng 
priori�es within the con-
gressional GOP itself. Party 
leaders are struggling to 
unite fac�ons around 
must-pass legisla�on, in-
cluding government funding 
and elec�on-law changes, 
with conserva�ves demand-
ing provisions that moder-
ates and Senate Republicans 
oppose. 

Taken together, the 
Republican Party enters the 
midterms not only facing an 
energized opposi�on but 
also wrestling with its own 
iden�ty—caught between 
MAGA dominance and a 
restless, shrinking coali�on 
uneasy with Trump’s leader-
ship.

(VILLAGER) - The 
Democra�c Party is heading 
into the midterms under a 
cloud of internal tension, 
with ideological, genera-
�onal, and strategic divides 
sharpening at a moment 
when unity is essen�al. 
While Democrats remain 
broadly aligned on core is-
sues such as reproduc�ve 
rights, vo�ng access, and cli-
mate ac�on, the coali�on 
that carried them through 
recent cycles is showing 
signs of strain. Progressives 
argue that the party has 
moved too cau�ously on 
economic inequality and 
corporate regula�on, while 
moderates warn that 
sweeping policy demands 
risk aliena�ng swing-district 
voters who will determine 
control of Congress.

These disagreements 
have become more visible 

as lawmakers navigate a 
challenging na�onal envi-
ronment. Infla�on remains 
a top concern for voters, 
and while Democrats have 
pushed for targeted relief 
and stronger consumer pro-
tec�ons, internal disputes 
over spending, taxa�on, and 
regulatory priori�es have 
slowed consensus. Younger 
voters—once a reliable 
source of Democra�c en-
thusiasm—have expressed 
frustra�on over the pace of 
ac�on on student-loan re-
form, housing affordability, 
and climate commitments, 
raising concerns about 
turnout in key states.

Complica�ng ma�ers 
further is the party’s debate 
over messaging. Some 
strategists insist Democrats 
must foreground economic 
populism and cost-of-living 
issues, while others argue 

that defending democra�c 
norms and civil rights 
should remain the central 
narra�ve. This tension has 
produced uneven commu-
nica�on across campaigns, 
with candidates emphasiz-
ing different priori�es de-
pending on district dynam-
ics.

Despite these chal-
lenges, Democrats retain 
significant organiza�onal 
strength and a broad policy 
agenda that resonates with 
many voters. Yet the inter-
nal turmoil—rooted in com-
pe�ng visions for the party’s 
future—poses a real test as 
the midterms approach. 
Whether Democrats can 
reconcile these differences 
and present a cohesive mes-
sage will shape their ability 
to defend seats and main-
tain momentum in a vola�le 
poli�cal landscape.


