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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

by Kaitlyn Cannon
Blanton Elmn. Sch.

Maya Angelou

Maya Angelou’s birth
name was Marguerite Annie
Johnson. Ms. Angelou was
born on April 4, 1928 in St
Louis, Missouri.  She Angelou
was a well-known American
poet, author of more than
nine books and three books
of essays, a dancer, a mem-
oirist, and  a civil rights activ-
ist.  She was credited with a
list of plays, movies, and tele-
vision shows spanning over
50 years and received dozens
of awards and more than 50
honorary degrees. She was
best known for her unique
and pioneering autobio-
graphical writing style. She
was mostly known for her
first autobiography  I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings, the
poem And Still I Rise,  and
appearances in the movies
“Madea’s Family Reunion,”
“Roots,” and many more.
Ms. Angelou attended Cali-
fornia Labor School and
George Washington High
School. She did not go to col-
lege.  However, after com-
pleting high school she gave
birth to her only son Guy
Johnson. In 1951, she mar-
ried Tosh Angelo. The iconic
American literary author,
poet, and civil right activists’
life was quite accomplished
for the world to embrace.
Her life before that era was
not so pleasing.

Her parents divorced
when she was three years
old.  Ms. Angelou and her
brother lived with their
grandmother in Stamps, Ar-
kansas. She was raped when
she was  years-old but did not
say anything until later. Ms.
Angelou silenced her voice
because she thought her
voice had killed a man. When
she revealed the situation,
her uncles beat the man to
death. She was so frightened
that she chose not to speak

for the next five years. For al-
most five years, she spoke to
no one but her beloved
brother Bailey. The man she
believed she had killed with
her voice was her mother’s
boyfriend Mr. Freeman. After
she testified against him in his
trial, he was convicted and
sentenced, but was released
from jail. Four days later, he
was found dead.  In 1940, Ms.
Angelou started taking dance
lessons after moving to San
Francisco with her mother
and brother. Her plans were
delayed due to her having a
son at 16 years-old. She then
moved to San Diego, worked
as a waitress and danced in a
strip club. The strip club
saved her career.  Soon she
auditioned for an interna-
tional tour of the musical play
Porgy and Bess and got a role.
From 1954 to 1955 she
toured 22 countries. In 1959,
she moved to New York and
got involved with the Civil
Rights movement.  In 1961,
she moved to Egypt with her
boyfriend and edited for the
Arab Observer. When she left
her boyfriend, she headed for
Ghana and got into a car ac-
cident which severely injured
her son. While taking care of
him in Ghana, she accepted
a job at the African Review
and stayed there for many
years.  Her writing and per-
sonal development flour-
ished under the African cul-
tural renaissance that was
taking place. She returned to
the U.S. and began publish-
ing her multi-volume autobi-
ography, starting with I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings.
Four more volumes appeared
during the next two decades.
In 1981, Maya Angelou was
appointed Professor of
American Studies at Wake
Forest University in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina. She
was also nominated for
amazing awards and wrote
and performed the poem On
the Pulse of Morning  written
for President William (Bill) J.
Clinton’s first inauguration.
On May 28, 2014, Ms.
Angelou died at home in Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina.
She was 86 years-old.  Refer-
ence: Wikipedia, Reporter
Joanna Connors - The Plain
Dealer

by Tyler Allen
LBJ High School

Black Women in History

Black women have
played an important role in
American history  Most of the
time it has been with the
Democratic Party.  In 1920,
American white women got
the right to vote with with the
passing of the 19th Amend-
ment. Although they worked
hard to get it passed,  they
received very little from it. In
the winning 2020 election,
Senator Kamala Harris (Cali-
fornia) served as the Vice
Presidential candidate on the
ticket with Presidential can-
didate Joseph Biden.  Sena-
tor Harris became the first in
many categories. Foremost,
she is the first woman of color
to become vice president in
American history.  In 1952,
history shows that Charlotte
Bass was the first African-
American to run as a vice
presidential candidate on a
presidential ticket. It was with
the Progressive Party with
Presidential Candidate
Vincent Hallinan. It wasn’t
until the 1960’s that more
progress was made.  In 1966,
Barbara Jordan of

Texas became the first
African-American female to
be elected Texas State Sen-
ate.  In 1968, Shirley

Chisholm was the first African
American women elected to
the U. S. Congress - House of
Representatives (New York).
Ms. Chisholm was also the
first African American to run
for United States President in
the 20th century.  In 1992,
Carol Moseley Braun became
the first Black woman to
serve in the U. S. Senate (Illi-
nois).  In the 1970’s,  Patricia
Roberts Harris was the first
Black woman to serve in a
U.S. cabinet under the admin-
istration of President Jimmy
Carter.  Ms. Roberts served as
the Director of Housing and
Urban Development and was
the Black woman appointed
as Ambassador  of Luxem-
bourg under President
Lyndon B. Johnson’s adminis-
tration.  Under President
George W. Bush’s administra-
tion, Condoleezza Rice was
appointed national security
advisor and served as the
66th Secretary of State from
2005-2009. From 2015 –
2017, Ms. Loretta Lynch
served as the 83rd U.S. Attor-
ney General.  Two other no-
table females were Cardiss
Collins and Katie Hall. From
1972 – 1997, Ms. Collins
served in the U.S. House of
Representatives  (Illinois)-  for
12 consecutive terms.  From
1982 – 1985, Ms. Hall also
served in U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives (Indiana).  Ms.
Hall also led the sponsorship
in making a federal holiday in
honor of Dr. Martin Luther
King Day, Jr.  Day.  Today, there
are many Black women serv-
ing and setting great ex-
amples for America.

ARS Kite Festival

by SaNaya White
Ann Richards School

for Young Women
Leaders

On Friday, April 22,
2022,  the Ann Richards
School hosted its first ARS
Kite Festival. The festival was
hosted by an organization
that I am a part of, the Social
Emotional Learning Leaders
(SELLs). Collectively, we
planned and organized the
event, the awards, the sched-
ule, etc.  The day itself was
scheduled to be a “Commu-
nity Friday” at school.  Dur-
ing Community Fridays, the
students and faculty do not
have any classes to attend.
Instead, students are pro-
vided academic time to work
on assignments and home-
work.  In addition to this, the
day emphasized community
building and grade-level ac-
tivities.  To highlight the idea
of community, the SELLs or-
ganization decided to host
the kite festival during the
community Friday on our
school track.  The festival was

divided into two sections,
high school, and middle
school.  While high school
attended the kite festival, the
middle school enjoyed pic-
nics with friends in our court-
yard.  When the high school
festival concluded, the roles
switched and middle school
had the opportunity to enjoy
the festivities. Within our ad-
visories, each grade level was
asked to create and design a
handmade kite out of re-
cycled and provided materi-
als such as skewers, paper,
and string. Many individuals
participated and presented
various kites of uniqueness.
As a judge of the longest fly-
ing kite, I enjoyed walking
around and analyzing the
unique designs, colors, mate-
rials, and themes that many
of the kites had.  I loved the
effort that was placed into
the creation of each kite, de-
spite the fact that some flew
longer or higher than the oth-
ers.  We judged the kites
based on the most recycled
materials, best crash, most
spirit, best design, highest fly,
and so much more.  I am
grateful to have opportuni-
ties such as these for commu-
nity building within my
school. It has an amazing
time and it seemed that my
peers enjoyed a brief break
from academics.

by Zoey King
Idea Montopolis Academy

My Cactus Plant

One time I saw a cac-
tus and thought it would be
cool to have my own plant of
cactus in my backyard.  I took
one piece of that cactus I saw
and took it home by wrap-
ping/it in a wet towel/until I
could plant it. When I got
home I pulled out all of the
spines and wrapped it in a
wet napkin on a window seal
for it to get sun.  Each day I
would water it until I saw
roots sprouting out of the
bottom. When I saw the roots
I moved it to a bigger pot of
soil with a few pebbles for
decoration and put it outside.
But when it rained I made
sure to take it back inside.  If
cacti gets too much water
they will drown since they are
used to extreme heat condi-

tions.  I waited a very long
time for more roots to sprout
so I could/upgrade the cactus
to a bigger home. Eventually,
I saw more roots sprouting so
I knew it was time to upgrade
the pot.  My Mom took me
to the store to get a huge pot,
a shovel, soil, and some river
stones for decoration.  I
moved the cactus to the new
pot, added soil, and added
the stones. When I was done,
the cactus looked very nice in
its new home and was ready
to move outside because it
would not fit near the win-
dow anymore. I also had to
move it outside/because my
little brother, who wouldn’t
know any better, would pull
on the cactus and break it.
He could also potentially eat
it so it would be dangerous
to keep it inside. Ever since I
planted the cactus I learned
more about cacti. Here are
some facts I learned about
them: Some cacti can live up
to 300 years, cacti roots can
reach up to 7 feet in the
ground, and the cacti plant
has waxy leaves to make sure
it doesn’t absorb too much
water.

by Zuri King
Idea Montopolis Academy

Facts About The Deserts And
Animals/ That Live There

The desert biomes
are extremely dry and
are homes to animals
and plants that have
special abilities to sur-
vive in the extreme
weather. Deserts only
get no more than 10
inches of rain each year,
so animals and plants
have unique ways of sur-
viving.  Since it doesn’t
rain enough in deserts,
plants like the cactus
have thick skin to/hold in
the water when it does
rain. They also have the
thick/skin to protect
themselves from preda-
tors that try to drink the
water in them.  Another

plant that can adapt to
living in deserts is the
Palo Verde tree. Even
though these trees are
drought tolerant, they
still need water to at
least store and survive
off of.  These trees grow
in a lot of soils, even
poor types. The soil
needs to be able to drain
well, the tree doesn’t
tolerate wet roots.  An
animal that has the abil-
ity to adapt in deserts
are Meerkats. They have
hard patches around
their eyes to help stop
the sun’s glare.  Living
underground helps keep
Meerkats safe from
predators and the ex-
treme desert heat.
Meerkats teach their/
younger ones to take out
the venom and poison
from their predators be-
fore eating them. In con-
clusion, animals and
plants in deserts have
many ways of surviving.

by Aiden Loyden
Hopewell Middle Sch.

My First Class Play!

On Tuesday, May,
2022, I will perform in
my first play! My class-
mates and I will be do-
ing scenes from Check
Please, a play about a lot
of dates that go unex-
pectedly terrible.  It’s like
people lying to make
themselves look better
online then acting the
complete opposite. I’m
in Scenes - Three,
Twelve, and Eighteen. In
Scene Three, I play a
cheesy, over the top, ro-
mantic European guy

named Ken.  I like the
scene, and I have all my
lines memorized for it. In
Scene Twelve, I play a
pirate on a double date.
I creep out my date then
the other pirate creeps
out theirs. I only have
two lines in the scene
and they are memo-
rized. In Scene Eighteen,
I play a normal guy on his
first date with someone
he met online. The girl
uses screen names
(gamer tags), abbrevia-
tions, and gaming slang.
I’ve been having trouble
with memorizing my
lines because a lot of
them are two to six let-
ters and sound alike. I’m
very excited for my play
and I will continue to
practice my blocking and
lines.

by Madison Roberts
Nehemiah Christian Sch

Mother’s Day

I can’t wait for
Mother’s Day. This is a
very special day to me.
The day to celebrate my
mother. She is my best
friend. She loves all of us
and takes great care of
us. Mother’s Day is be-
ing able to show how

much we appreciate her.
To shower her with a lot
of gifts and lots of love.
We call my mom Super
Mom. My brother actu-
ally gave her that name.
But it fits her mom du-
ties. She is our super
hero who always comes
to save the day. When I
have kids I want to be
just like my mom. I have
been surrounded with
great grandmothers,
aunts, and cousins that
are Great moms in my
life. Happy Mother’s Day
to all moms.  Happy
Mother’s Day Mom!
Madison

by Kyrie Williams
Nehemiah Christian Sch.

Affirmations

I asked my Mom
what affirmations are.
She told me they are
positive statements
people make when they
want to have a positive
state of mind. She said

she has affirmations that
she says all the time to
herself that help her stay
positive about the things
she needs to stay posi-
tive about. Now that I
understand what
affirmations are, I came
up with a few for myself.
I am smart. I am intelli-
gent. I can be anything I
want to be. A good book
of affirmations that are
in a story form is a book
titled “Hey Black Child”
written by Useni Eugene
Perkins. The book has a
lot of affirmations for
children like me.


