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COMMENTARY: With
Extremism on the Rise in GOP,

Kansas Voters Turn Out to
Preserve Abortion Rights

By Ben Jealous | OAKLAND POST

Ben Jealous serves as president of People For the American Way and
Professor of the Practice at the University of Pennsylvania.

(OAKLAND POST) -
Red flags are flying for
democracy and demo-
cratic values. We need to
pay attention to the
threats—and also to
signs that we can work
together to preserve our
freedoms.

This summer’s pri-
mary elections are mak-
ing it clear that our rights
and freedoms are threat-
ened by the rising power
of extremists within the
Republican Party.

Consider the Aug. 2

primaries in Arizona.
President Joe Biden’s
2020 victory in the state
sent many Arizona sup-
porters of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump
down a deep hole of lies
and conspiracy theories
about the election. They
engineered a ridiculous
“audit” that stirred up
election-deniers from
across the country but
failed to undermine
Biden’s victory.

Responsible Re-
publicans defended the

election and its out-
come, but on Aug. 2,
they were outvoted by
Trump’s troops. Mark
Finchem, who claims
against all evidence that
the election was stolen
from Trump, won the
nomination to be secre-
tary of state.

He has called for
the 2020 election to be
decertified. He wants to
get rid of early voting
and restrict voting by
mail—and give legisla-
tors the power to over-

ride voters. Finchem,
who was at the Capitol
on Jan. 6, is a member of
the Oath Keepers, the
far-right group whose
members were involved
in planning and leading
the assault. On the con-
dition of anonymity a
state Republican con-
sultant told The Atlantic,
“I would absolutely ex-
pect Finchem to both
bend the meaning of
laws and throw up road-
blocks to the normal
election procedures.”

Arizona Republi-
cans have also nomi-
nated Blake Masters for
the U.S. Senate. Mas-
ters’ campaign was
backed and funded by
far-right billionaire Peter
Thiel, who has openly
said he no longer be-
lieves in democracy.
Masters has blamed gun
violence on “Black
people.” His campaign
has generated excite-
ment among the White
nationalist crowd that
was energized by Trump.

The governor’s pri-
mary is close, but as I
wrote this column the
day after the election, it
appeared that Trump
endorsee Kari Lake will
win the Republican
nomination. Lake, an
election conspiracy ad-
vocate, calls President
Biden “illegitimate” and
has said that if she wins,
she will instruct the at-
torney general to seize
all voting equipment in
the state.

Arizona is also
home to politicians who

openly embrace White
nationalists, including
Rep. Paul Gosar and
state Sen. Wendy
Rogers, who both won
their primaries.

Other extremists
have picked up Republi-
can nominations this
summer, including elec-
tion conspiracy theorist
Doug Mastriano, who
has campaigned with
QAnon activists in his bid
for governor of Pennsyl-
vania; Trumpist election
denier Dan Cox for gov-
ernor of Maryland; Con-
federate sympathizer
Michael Peroutka for at-
torney general of Mary-
land, who has said laws
passed by the state leg-
islature are illegitimate
because in his eyes, leg-
islators broke God’s law
by embracing marriage
equality; and Big Lie pro-
moter Kristina Karamo
for secretary of state in
Michigan.

The list goes on—
too many to name in a
single column.

This is bad news. In
a political system domi-
nated by two political
parties, it is dangerous
to have one party taken
over by the kind of truth-
rejecting, voter-sup-
p r e s s i n g ,
authoritarianism-em-
bracing people who are
still driven by the same
lies and rage that fueled
the Jan. 6 attack on our
country.

But Trumpists
aren’t winning all their
races. We have seen ex-
amples of courageous

Republicans standing up
to the Trump mob.

And voters in Kan-
sas gave us another big
bright spot-on Aug. 2,
when they rejected an
anti-choice referendum
by more than 20 points.

After the Supreme
Court’s hard-right major-
ity overturned Roe v.
Wade, anti-choice legis-
lators have rushed to
pass more extreme anti-
abortion bills targeting
health care workers and
even friends and family
who help someone
needing abortion care.
Those bills represent the
wishes of powerful reli-
gious-right groups that
have a lot of influence in
the Republican Party,
but they don’t represent
the public, which over-
whelmingly supports ac-
cess to abortion.

Given a choice
about whether to strip
abortion-rights protec-
tions out of the state
constitution and give
legislators a green light
to pass a ban, Kansas
voters overwhelmingly
voted no.

That victory for pri-
vacy, freedom, and
bodily autonomy was
driven by huge voter
turnout and the organiz-
ers who worked to
achieve it. It is a promis-
ing sign that many
Americans can be moti-
vated to vote this year by
the Supreme Court’s
harmful embrace of a
restrictive and regres-
sive social agenda.

Let’s make it so.

Former Louisville cop pleads
guilty in Breonna Taylor case
by Dylan Lovan | AP

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)
— A former Louisville po-
lice detective who helped
falsify the warrant that led
to the deadly police raid at
Breonna Taylor’s apart-
ment has pleaded guilty to
a federal conspiracy
charge.

Federal investigators
said Kelly Goodlett added
a false line to the warrant
and later conspired with
another detective to cre-
ate a cover story when
Taylor’s March 13, 2020,
shooting death by police
began gaining national at-
tention.

Taylor, a 26-year-old
Black woman, was shot to
death by officers who
knocked down her door
while executing a drug
search warrant. Taylor’s
boyfriend fired a shot that
hit one of the officers as
they came through the
door and they returned
fire, striking Taylor multiple
times.

Goodlett, 35, ap-
peared in a federal court-
room in Louisville on
Tuesday afternoon and
admitted to conspiring
with another Louisville
police officer to falsify the
warrant. Goodlett briefly
answered several ques-
tions from federal judge
Rebecca Jennings Grady.

Taylor ’s mother,
Tamika Palmer, was in the
courtroom Tuesday but
did not speak after the
proceedings.

Three former Louis-
ville officers were in-
dicted on criminal civil
rights charges earlier this
month by a federal grand
jury. Goodlett was not in-
dicted, but charged in a
federal information filing,
which likely means the
former detective is coop-

erating with investigators.
Goodlett will be sen-

tenced Nov. 22. Grady said
there may be “extenuating
circumstances” that may
move the court to push
back the sentencing date.
Part of the plea hearing
was also kept under seal
and was not discussed in
open court Tuesday. She
faces up to five years in
prison for the conviction.

She resigned from
the department Aug. 5, a
day after U.S. Attorney
General Merrick Garland
announced new federal
charges in the Taylor case.

Former officers
Joshua Jaynes and Kyle
Meany were indicted on
charges related to the
warrant used to search
Taylor’s home. A third
former officer, Brett
Hankison, was charged
with using excessive
force when he retreated
from Taylor ’s door,
turned a corner and
fired 10 shots into the
side of her two-bed-
room apartment. He
was acquitted by a jury
on similar state charges
earlier this year. Jaynes,
Meany and Hankison
have all been fired.

The three former
officers face a maximum
sentence of life in prison
if convicted on the civil
rights charges.

Federal prosecutors
said in court records that
Jaynes, who drew up the
Taylor warrant, had
claimed to Goodlett days
before the warrant was
served that he had “veri-
fied” from a postal inspec-
tor that a suspected drug
dealer was receiving pack-
ages at Taylor’s apartment.
But Goodlett knew this
was false and told Jaynes
the warrant did not yet

have enough information
connecting Taylor to crimi-
nal activity, prosecutors
said. She added a para-
graph saying the suspected
drug dealer, Jamarcus
Glover, was using Taylor’s
apartment as his current
address, according to the
court records.

Two months later,
when the Taylor shooting
was attracting national
headlines, the postal in-
spector told a media out-
let he had not verified
packages for Glover were
going to Taylor’s apart-
ment. Jaynes and
Goodlett then met in
Jaynes’ garage to “get on
the same page” before
Jaynes talked to investiga-
tors about the Taylor war-
rant, court records said.

They decided to say
Sgt. John Mattingly, who
is identified in the court
records as J.M., told them
Glover was receiving
packages at Taylor ’s
home, according to pros-
ecutors. Mattingly was
shot in the leg during the
raid at Taylor’s apart-
ment.

Meany, who signed
off on the Taylor warrant
and was still a Louisville
police sergeant when he
was indicted on Aug. 4,
was fired by Louisville Po-
lice Chief Erika Shields on
Friday.

Shields said in a
statement that Meany has
not yet had his case heard
by a jury, but “he is facing
multiple federal charges
after a lengthy investiga-
tion by the DOJ” and
should not “expect contin-
ued employment under
such conditions.”

Hankison was the
only officer charged who
was on the scene the
night of the killing.


