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Father’s Day Comes Early for Mahomes, Hurts

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

(VILLAGER) - This is
the first opportunity
we’ve ever had in the
Super Bowl with two
Black quarterbacks start-
ing for their respective
teams. Patrick Mahomes
of the Kansas City Chiefs
and Jalen Hurts of the
Philadelphia Eagles, take
a bow. Their historic
matchup in Super Bowl
LVII February 12 in Glen-
dale, Arizona says a lot
about how far Black quar-
terbacks have come.

In that regard, con-
gratulations to Averion
Hurts Sr. and Pat
Mahomes Sr.

So many times, the
mainstream sports me-
dia narrative about Black
families is that their fa-
mous sons are products
of absentee fathers.

So go tell this story
instead.

Let’s tell the story
of Pat Mahomes Sr., a
former big-league base-
ball player who had his
young son with him in
the locker room, who
taught him how to lead
and how to be the quar-
terback.

And let’s talk about
Averion Hurts Sr., a long-
time head football coach
at Channelview High
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School near Houston
who coached his son not
only in high school but as
far back as middle
school how to be QB1.

In looking at how
the NFL has come so far
as it pertains to the evo-
lution of Black quarter-
backs, don’t overlook
how Mahomes and
Hurts were raised and
influenced by their Black
fathers.

The nature of the
quarterback position is
to be able to run the
game from the pocket.
The best teams will form
a pocket for quarter-
backs like Mahomes and
Hurts who were trained
by the best - their fa-
thers - to do what is
natural to the position,
which includes
ballhandling, play-fak-
ing, throwing all differ-
ent kinds of passes, put-

ting pressure on the
edge with an ability to
run, or pass, or, if neces-
sary, escape the pass
rush. When the pass
pocket breaks down, the
quarterback must be
able to improvise, find a
way.

I wouldn’t be doing
my job if I failed to men-
tion that, as with most
Black quarterbacks in
the NFL, there have
been doubters every
step of the way.

In Hurts’ case, he
transferred from Ala-
bama to Oklahoma after
getting beat out by Tua
Tagovailoa, who may go
his entire NFL career
without playing in a Su-
per Bowl. Prior to the
NFL Draft, some
knucklehead reporter
had the nerve to ask
Hurts, whose doubters
outweigh his supporters

still to this day, if he
would consider playing a
different position in the
pros.

Even after winning
a regular-season MVP, a
Super Bowl MVP, win-
ning a Super Bowl and
appearing in four con-
secutive AFC Champion-
ship Games, an anony-
mous NFL defensive
coach said prior to this
season, “We love
Mahomes because of his
unorthodox throws, not
because of his natural
pocket presence. And
when that disappears,
this is when they lose
games. I don’t think that
is a 1. I think that is a 2.
Nothing against the guy.
I love the kid. But take
his first read away and
what does he do? He
runs and scrambles and
he plays streetball.”

Where does the in-

ner fortitude and unwa-
vering confidence come
from in these two Texas
natives, neither of
whom received a schol-
arship offer from the
University of Texas?

It comes from
Averion Hurts Sr., who
taught Jalen long ago
how to play the game.
He taught him so well
that Jalen had his pick of
college offers.

“It ’s just in your
blood,” Jalen said of his
father’s influence in a
2016 interview, prior to
making it to the NFL. “I
remember as a kid I al-
ways wore a shirt that
said, `Born To Play Foot-
ball.’ I was born into this
stuff because of my
dad.”

And it comes from
Pat Mahomes Sr., who
wanted his son to follow
in his footsteps and be-

come a pro baseball
player but encouraged
him to choose his own
career path.

“When I was
younger, my dad wanted
me to be a baseball player
for sure,” said Mahomes,
a standout at Whitehouse
High School in East Texas
before starring at Texas
Tech. “But as I got older, I
knew he felt how much I
love football and how
much I wanted to follow
that dream.”

Does this mean
that as the quarterback
position evolves, more
people will be looking
for more quarterbacks
who look like Mahomes
and Hurts?

Sure looks that
way.

Contact Villager
sports columnist John
Harris Jr. at jdharrisjr
@yahoo.com.

(OPINION) - Black history is American history.
It is interconnected with the contributions of Black
inventors, explorers, activists, educators, entertain-
ers, and more, and we proudly celebrate those con-
tributions each February.

My original intention was to focus on the ma-
jor impact Blacks have had on American history
despite the critical race theory confusion and cru-
sade of misguided opponents to erase our contri-
butions as a people.

But with the release of videotapes showing the
brutal and heartbreaking beating of Tyre Nichols by
Memphis police — including five Black officers —
my focus turned to the dark side of Black history
that we know all too well.

From Emmett Till to George Floyd, countless
African Americans have been murdered by avowed
racists or thugs in uniform time and time again, and
something must be done to stop the madness.

Generations ago, we were kidnapped and
abused as we crossed the ocean from Mother Af-
rica and arrived in a land where lynchings became
a dark part of history and evolved into the beatings
and shootings of today. When we explore our ge-
nealogy, some of us uncover a lynching or beating
in our family history, as I did.

To temper the anger and outrage, some point
to laws that, though it took generations to change
attitudes, have altered the course of our history.
They include:

· In the 1800s, the Emancipation Proclama-

tion paved the way for the permanent abolition of
slavery in the United States, resulting in the Thir-
teenth Amendment, which abolished slavery in the
United States.

· The Fourteenth Amendment gave citizen-
ship to all people born in the U.S. and the Fifteenth
Amendment gave Black Americans the right to vote.

· In the 1900s, the Civil Rights Act of 1957
allowed federal prosecution of anyone who tried
to prevent someone from voting.

· The Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibited dis-
crimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin.

· The Civil Rights Act of 1991 restored and
strengthened laws that ban discrimination in em-
ployment.

Those changes would not have occurred with-
out federal legislation. The changes needed to stop
the killing of Black people by police include getting
better police candidates and requiring better train-
ing, but what we need most is federal legislation.

1. Police Camera and Accountability Act
The Tyre Nichols beating would not have been cap-
tured without police body cameras and a street
camera giving a big-picture view, which is why the
Police Camera and Accountability Act passed by the
U.S. House must become law.

In 2022, federal grants were given to local police
departments to secure body cameras. President Joe
Biden’s executive order mandated federal officers to
wear body cameras, yet only seven states (Colorado,
Connecticut, Illinois, Maryland, New Jersey, New
Mexico, and South Carolina) mandate their use.

Note: We applaud Memphis Police Chief

Cerelyn “C.J.” Davis for firing the accused officers,
releasing the videotape, and acknowledging
Nichols’ beating as “heinous, reckless and inhu-
mane.”

2. George Floyd Policing Act
This legislation will hold law enforcement account-
able for misconduct in court, improve transparency
through data collection, reform police training and
policies, and restrict the use of no-knock warrants
and chokeholds.

3. Replacement of Qualified Immunity
Police should be held personally accountable by
laws with monetary consequences. We understand
there should be protection from frivolous lawsuits
against cities, counties and states that abuse tax-
payers’ monies.

If our legal system is good enough for Joe Q
Public, it should work for our men and women in
blue. Federal legislation should abolish qualified im-
munity, which protects police and other govern-
ment officials from individual liability in certain
cases, and replace it with new legislation that holds
officials accountable yet takes into consideration
split-second decisions.

Across America, Black mothers and fathers
continue to shed tears for their children killed at
the hands of those sworn to protect them. Aboli-
tionist Frederick Douglass, one of the illustrious
African Americans we celebrate during Black His-
tory Month, said, “Power concedes nothing with-
out a demand.”

We demand that our elected officials stop the
bleeding and make needed legislative changes a
reality.
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Black history includes African Americans killed by police, and it’s time to demand our elected officials make legislative changes a reality.

by Sonny Messiah Jiles,
CEO of the Houston Defender Network


