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Allowing guns in public without permits could create
increased risks for Black Americans, experts say

by Josiah Bates
theGrio

Half of America’s states sanction carrying a gun in public without first securing a license. All the data suggests
that permitless carry could saddle the Black community with a heavy burden. Scott Olson—Getty Images
(GRIO) - Just the suspicion of being armed can

get a Black man killed.
But now, half of America’s states sanction car-

rying a gun in public without first securing a license.
And all the data suggests that permitless carry could
saddle the Black community with a heavy burden.
Black Americans are already 10 times more likely
to die from gun homicides, 18 times more likely to
deal with gun assaults and three times more likely
to be fatally shot by the police.

Alabama is the latest state to allow permitless
carry of a firearm, which includes both concealed
and open carry. The law went into effect on the first
of the year, but gun violence experts harbor con-
cerns about what that means for Black men often
perceived as threatening, even when unarmed.

“We just need to be very prepared for the
negative ramifications of what’s going to happen in
terms of policing. We need to be prepared in terms
of how we engage with the police,” says Joseph
Richardson, a professor at the University of Mary-
land and gun violence researcher. “There are defi-
nitely going to be situations where Black citizens
are innocently carrying a firearm and they’re
stopped by the police.”

Additionally, lethal risks increase with the pres-
ence of more guns on streets in the absence of re-
quired licenses limiting who gets to arm themselves.

“The key here is that these are people who
have guns and don’t have any training,” says Brenda
Goss Andrews, the former deputy chief of police in
Detroit and the president of the National Organiza-
tion of Black Law Enforcement Executives. “Can you
imagine being an officer and responding to some-
thing and everyone pulls out a gun? This is a real
crisis here and a threat to everyone, including law
enforcement in the field.”

Most states with permitless carry laws are in
the South and the Midwest, with a few more in the
Northwest and Northeast. These measures pass at
the state level as a result of mobilization from gun

rights advocacy groups in the past decade.
“This is where the gun rights movement has

been most effective,” says Adam Winkler, a law pro-
fessor at UCLA who specializes in gun policy.
“There’s a lot of talk about the Second Amendment,
but the Second Amendment hasn’t played that im-
portant of a role in this movement. It’s mostly at
the state level through legislation.”

Just on the surface level, gun policy experts call
these laws dangerous because they take away the li-
censing process and background checks that make
sure someone is legally allowed to carry a firearm.
While licensing requirements vary from state to state,
most require passing a criminal background check and
a mental health evaluation. With permitless carry,
those requirements no longer exist.

Also, people who don’t have any real qualifi-
cations to have a gun are often unsure of the legal
restrictions that are in place for where they can and
can’t carry a gun.

With more legal guns on the streets, crime
researchers say the possibility of shootings multi-
plies.

“When you have more people carrying guns
in public, you have more shootings. We know that
from empirical research,” says David Pucino, the
deputy chief counsel at the Giffords Law Center to
Prevent Gun Violence. “In places that have recently
enacted these laws, we’re seeing law enforcement
reporting greater shootings.” Texas recently passed
a permitless carry law, and police there believe it’s
led to an increase in shootings.

The U.S. continues to struggle with gun vio-
lence. Although the numbers have started to drop,
since 2020, the country has experienced a signifi-
cant surge in shootings and firearm killings,  Accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) there were 14,392 firearm homicides in
2019; the number increased to 19,383 in 2020 and
20,966 in 2021.

The CDC does not have 2022 numbers yet, but

the Gun Violence Archive, a nonprofit that tracks
gun violence statistics in real-time, estimates that
there were 20,159 deaths as a result of gun violence
last year, excluding suicides. The Black community
has the highest rate of gun deaths in the country
per 100,000 people at 20, according to the CDC.

Homicide is the leading cause of death for
Black males ages 1 to 44 and one of the top three
leading causes of death for Black women (most
homicides committed in the country involved a fire-
arm). In 2020, firearms became the leading cause
of death for all children, while Black children are
exposed to gun violence four times more often than
white children.

As Richardson points out though, the issue is
a double-edged sword. “It becomes a cyclical argu-
ment because if I’m living in an area where the po-
lice are not responding to my needs and my neigh-
borhood has a higher rate of gun violence, I’m go-
ing to arm myself,” he says. “Even though we know
statistically carrying a gun is not going to save your
life, but psychologically it makes people feel bet-
ter.”

For example, Birmingham, Alabama, just re-
corded its highest number of homicides in 31 years,
many of which were the result of gun violence. Now
that citizens in Alabama (which is 68% Black) can
get a gun without a permit, law-abiding residents
may feel compelled to have a gun on them when
they’re out on the streets, which experts say could
exacerbate the problem that already exists.

While the push from the gun lobby to add
permitless carry laws has been effective in the past
10 years, gun policy experts say lawmakers and
policymakers who are serious about addressing gun
violence need to pursue and strengthen gun licens-
ing laws.

“Too many states are going in the wrong di-
rection,” says Pucino, a gun policy expert for the
nonprofit Giffords. “Strong licensing laws are one
of the most proven ways to reduce gun violence.”

WASHINGTON — House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy (R-Calif.) has vowed to bar Democrats
Adam Schiff, Eric Swalwell and Ilhan Omar from
serving on House committees.

The threat, which McCarthy repeated this
week, is retaliation for Democrats having removed
Reps. Paul Gosar of Arizona and Marjorie Taylor
Greene of Georgia from their committee assign-
ments in 2021 for highly inflammatory statements,
including about Omar.

The putative reasons for Omar’s prospective
committee ban are a little more hazy. A refugee
from Somalia and the first African-born member of
the Foreign Affairs Committee, Omar is a frequent
target for members of the GOP.

Republicans have often claimed Omar, who has
represented Minnesota’s 5th District since 2019, is
an antisemite. But Omar said she believes McCarthy
wants her off committees because she’s Muslim.

“I do not actually think that he has a reason
outside of me being Muslim and thinking I should
not be,” Omar told HuffPost. “If you look at the com-
ments from Republicans, it’s precisely for only that

reason.”
For years, Republicans have targeted Omar and

espoused conspiracy theories about her, while
shrugging off egregious behaviors and comments
from members of their own party, such as when
Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.) repeatedly described
Omar as a terrorist who might blow up the Capitol.

House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-La.)
said Tuesday that Republicans would consider re-
moving people from committees because Demo-
crats had done it.

“The Democrats set a precedent that we urged
them strongly not to go down last Congress,” Scalise

said. “They decided they would break the prece-
dent that had been in place for over 200 years and
remove members of the opposing party that our
party selected to be on committees, so that was a
practice they set.”

But Scalise declined to say any Democrats
would definitely get booted since neither party had
made committee appointments yet. Rep. Pete
Aguilar (Calif.), a member of Democratic leadership,
said Tuesday that Democrats were working on their
committee assignments and refused to get into a
“hypothetical” question about what would happen
if McCarthy blocked members.
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