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by Zuri King
Idea Montopolis Academy

The Importance of Carbon
Monoxide Detectors

Carbon monoxide
is an odorless and color-
less gas that is also called
“CO” that can be ex-
tremely dangerous.  Car-
bon monoxide is so dan-
gerous because when it
gets inhaled it displaces
oxygen in the blood and
deprives the heart, brain
and other vital organs.
Carbon monoxide can
enter your body in min-
utes without a warning.
It can cause you to suf-
focate, to lose con-
sciousness and pass out.
If you are pregnant, it
can cause you to give
birth to an undeveloped
baby. Signs there is car-
bon monoxide in your
house are sooty or
brown/yellow stains sur-

rounding your burner on
your stove, smoke build-
ing up in a room, or yel-
low flames coming from
gas appliances except
natural gas fireplaces.
This includes pilots
blowing out frequently.
If your carbon monoxide
alarm goes off you
should not ignore it, in-
stead you should evacu-
ate out of the house and
call 911.  Even if the
alarm stops, do not think
the house is now safe.
Opening up doors and
windows will help flush
out the carbon monox-
ide.  If you don’t let your
house refresh for long
enough, the leftover car-
bon monoxide can build
up in your home. Have
emergency responders
check your home and
make sure it is safe to go
back in your house.  In
conclusion, to be safe it
would be the best to in-
stall carbon monoxide
alarms.

by Tyler Allen
LBJ High School

Michael to Martin Luther

It is not uncommon
today to find out some-
one has changed their
name. Most do it to fur-
ther their career. Yet this
change was different.
Michael King  born in
1899 and became a Bap-
tist preacher. In 1931, he
became the leader of the
Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Atlanta, Georgia.

In 1934, Rev. King
was sent as a delegate
to the Baptist World Al-
liance convention in
Berlin, Germany. While
there he visited many
sites associated with
the great reformer Mar-
tin Luther.  While in

Germany he saw first-
hand the rise of the
Nazi Party and its racial
and anti-Semitic views.
The Baptist World Alli-
ance drew up a resolu-
tion condemn the Nazi
actions   Rev. Michael
King was so amazed by
what the Reformer
Martin Luther accom-
plished he decided to
pay the ultimate re-
spects to Luther so he
changed his name from
Michael King to Martin
Luther King.  Not too
long afterwards he de-
cided to change the
name of his 5 year- old
son from Michael to
Martin Luther King, Jr.
.Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. was inspired by his
father who already was
involved in the Civil
Rights Movement.  Rev.
King, Sr. was already
serving on the execu-
tive committee of the
NAACP chapter in At-
lanta.

by Aiden Loyden
Hopewell Middle Sch.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

On January 17,
2022, the nation will cel-
ebrate the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.   Dr. King was a civil
rights leader and a mo-
tivational speaker. His
goal was to stop segre-
gation and bring the
country together. Grow-
ing up, Dr.King lived in
Atlanta with both his fa-
ther and grandpa being
pastors. Surrounded by
segregation, Dr.King

strived to stop it.  One
day, he was at the library
reading about Civil
Rights Leader and Atty.
Mahatma Gandhi of In-
dia.  This book inspired
him to do non-violent
protests. During these
protests, Dr. King went to
jail a lot, but he brought
the country a long way
with that effort. One
evening while at the
Lorraine Motel in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, Dr. King
was shot and later died
in the hospital at age 39.
His killer was found a
month later. Martin
Luther King Jr will for-
ever be remembered in
the African American
community around the
world for his sacrifice of
life and leadership.

by Ruby George
Weiss High School

Start of the Season

This year I am
proud to be a part of the
2021-2022 Weiss High
School softball team.
This is my first year and I
strive to work extra
hard. Our team’s first
scrimmage is on Satur-
day, January 29th and I
have to be at school so
early. Honestly, that’s
exciting because I love
waking up early for any-
thing sports- related, es-

pecially if I’m playing.  I
work really hard in prac-
tice and I also find it fun.
I strongly believe that
this team this year will
win championships all
around Austin. This
Monday, January 17th,
we got our equipment
and uniforms, which is
great because our uni-
forms are pin striped,
jersey, and bottoms.  We
also get to pick out our
own jersey number!  I
was debating on 26 or
11. They both have to do
with my birthday.  I re-
ally have no other spe-
cial number. I am proud
of our team for the hard
work that they have put
into off season, now it’s
time to win these
games.

Virtual Reality

by Zoey King
Idea Montopolis Academy

Since 1986, Virtual
Reality has been around
and has advanced ever
since.  The latest virtual
reality that was made is
the HTC Vive Pro 2 and
the earliest virtual real-
ity is The Sword of
Damocles that was re-
leased in 1986. VR head-
sets are mainly ma-
chines that are made to
replace our surround-
ings with something
made in a computer.
There are sensors called
gyroscopic sensors, ac-
celerators, and magne-
tometers in headsets to
track how you move and
interact with virtual
places. VR headsets can

cost up to $1,000 and be
as cheap as $90 depend-
ing on the model and
quality.  The time to cre-
ate a virtual reality could
be between 1-8 weeks
depending on the
model. Unfortunately VR
is not made to be played
on for long amounts of
time. For example if you
play VR for more than an
hour without any
breaks, it could cause ir-
ritation or damage to
your eyes for a short
amount of time. I t can
also cause irritation to
your forehead because it
is being pushed on your
head for such a long time
and causes marks for a
few minutes before dis-
appearing.  No breaks
can even cause some
people to feel dizzy or
nauseous while playing
certain games. But some
good things about VR is
that it can help with are
mental health and edu-
cation.
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Kid of the Year Finalist Kai Shappley, 11, Takes
on Lawmakers in Her Fight for Trans Rights

BY MADELEINE CARLISLE | TIME MAGAZINE

(TIME) - Kai Shappley didn’t feel scared when
she sat before the Texas Senate committee in April
2021. Wearing a flowing yellow blouse, floral skirt
and cowboy boots, the then-4th grader calmly in-
troduced herself.

“I love ballet, math, science and geology. I
spend my free time with my cats, chickens,
FaceTiming my friends and dreaming of when I fi-
nally get to meet Dolly Parton,” she testified. “I do
not like spending my free time asking adults to make
good choices.”

Shappley urged lawmakers to vote against Sen-
ate bills 1311 and 1646, which banned doctors from
providing gender-affirming treatment to
transgender kids like herself. One of the bills even
went as far as to define the treatment as “child
abuse.” (Both bills ultimately failed.)

“It makes me sad that some politicians use
trans kids like me to get votes from people who hate
me just because I exist,” she continued. “God made
me. God loves me for who I am. And God does not
make mistakes.”

Beneath her composure, Shappley says she felt
furious. Lawmakers were avoiding her gaze, she tells
TIME, glancing at their watches, scrolling on their
phones or doodling on papers. When the opportu-
nity came to ask her questions, no one spoke up.

“Seriously? None of y’all want to know more
about me?” she quipped.

Video of Shappley’s testimony quickly went
viral. It wasn’t the first time she’s garnered atten-
tion. The now-5th grader has been publicly telling
her story and calling for trans equality for years.
She’s traveled the country with her mother, speak-
ing at rallies for LGBTQ rights. She’s worked with
the ACLU on pro-trans projects. She’s met with na-
tional lawmakers to urge them to pass the Equality
Act, which would outlaw discrimination on the ba-
sis of sexual orientation and gender idenitity. But
April was the first time she’d ever testified on her
own. Her reasoning was simple. “I wanted to show
them that all these lies people have been spread-
ing [about trans kids] are not true,” she says.

Shappley is a force of nature. At only 11 years
old, the trans rights activist has built a following
online; children and adults have written to her say-
ing she’s inspired them to come out. “It makes me
want to keep on going, knowing that there are so
many people who rely on me,” Shappley says. And
amid an unprecedented rise of bills in U.S. state leg-
islatures targeting trans kids—including over 130
anti-trans bills in 2021 alone, per the advocacy
group Human Rights Campaign—she has no plans

on stopping.
“Activism matters to me because it is a way to

show that we belong,” Shappley says. “It’s a way to
show that we will fight for what is right. We won’t
sit silent.”

The first time Shappley watched her mom tes-
tify before Texas lawmakers on her behalf, she was
only 5 years old. Her mom was speaking out against
a bill that would prevent trans kids like Kai from
using the bathroom corresponding with their gen-
der identity. As more anti-trans bills appeared over
the following years, the Shappley’s returned again
and again. The days could be long. Sometimes Kai
and her siblings would sleep on hallway benches or
on the floor of the chambers. “She’s grown up in
the Texas capitol,” her mother, Kimberly, says.

Shappley puts it differently. “I know the capi-
tol like [I know] my glorious face,” she says, grin-
ning.
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