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New York Police
Investigator

Suspended After
Handcuffing

Black EMT In
Emergency Room

By Ben Blanchet | HUFFPOST

(HUFFPOST) - An upstate New York police in-
vestigator is on paid suspension after handcuffing
a Black EMT inside a hospital emergency room last
week.

The encounter began when Monroe Ambu-
lance EMT Lekia Smith hit a Rochester Police
investigator’s car with her vehicle’s door while un-
loading a patient in the ambulance bay of Strong
Memorial Hospital, WHEC-TV reported.

The investigator, who is white, asked for her
ID, but Smith wanted to transport the patient in-
side the hospital first, sources told the news sta-
tion.

Video shows Smith with the patient on a
stretcher when the investigator handcuffs her and
brings her outside.

According to Smith’s attorney, Donald Thomp-
son, the investigator brought Smith to his police car,
questioned her in the backseat and then released
her.

Smith claims she suffered injury to her dignity
and professional standing during the encounter.

It’s unclear how the patient fared. In a state-
ment, Monroe Ambulance EMT commended Smith
for focusing on her patient despite the interaction
with the investigator.

The Rochester Police Department and the
Rochester Police Accountability Board are investi-
gating, per the Democrat & Chronicle newspaper.
The department has yet to reveal the investigator’s
identify.

“If she was a petite short white woman, would
this have happened to her?” Thompson asked. “Ab-
solutely not.”

Rochester’s police union, the Locust Club, said
Smith and the investigator “reached a mutually ac-
ceptable resolution that day when both the investi-
gator and the EMT were able to jointly discuss the
reasons for their actions, and both accepted each
other’s explanations,” according to the Democrat
& Chronicle.

Thompson denied that claim.
“I pray that this never happens to anyone again

and I also pray that the justice that is needed in this
situation is served swiftly,” Smith said in a statement
on Monday.

Covid cases are skyrocketing again.
States have no new plans.

By MEGAN MESSERLY, KRISTA MAHR and ADAM CANCRYN | POLITICO

(POLITICO) - State health officials are out of
ideas.

They’ve told people to wear masks, socially
distance and avoid crowds. They’ve reminded
people about the availability of life-saving therapeu-
tics. They’ve pleaded with people to get vaccinated
and boosted.

As the latest and most transmissible Covid-19
variant has sent case numbers skyward, with hos-
pitalizations and deaths also rising, the response
from state officials has been largely muted, a con-
cession to the reality that their messages rarely reso-
nate and that most people — even, and sometimes
especially, politicians — are ready to move on.

“When you’ve said the same thing over and
over about being vaccinated, being boosted, that if
you’re vulnerable and you’re indoors with people
who are not part of your household and you can’t
distance, you need to wear a mask — I mean, the
message hasn’t changed since the very beginning,”
Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards, a Democrat, told
POLITICO. “But the receptivity to the messaging, I
mean, there’s only so much of that people are go-
ing to consume, and it becomes a diminishing re-
turn at some point, too.”

There are no new plans or bold initiatives on
the horizon, officials in 10 states told POLITICO, even
as much of the South remains unvaccinated and
vaccination uptake among children nationwide is
well below what state and federal officials would
like. Instead, state and federal strategies for man-
aging 130,000 new daily Covid cases in the U.S. are
largely the same as they were for managing 30,000
new daily cases four months ago.

The fear, expressed in both red and blue states,
is that if state officials sound the alarm on this Covid
surge too early, the public won’t listen later if hos-
pital capacity becomes strained, or the number of
daily deaths starts to rapidly increase. Louisiana, for
instance, has the second highest case count in the
country per capita but is only seeing a quarter of
the new daily hospital admissions it did during the
Omicron wave and about 15 percent of the deaths.

“If you’re doing a full court press 100 percent
of the time regardless of what your numbers look
like, then people are going to tune you out faster,”
Edwards said. “Whereas, if you wait until there is a
clearly worsening problem, especially affecting hos-
pital capacity, I think your messaging will actually
do a better job.”

Rather than hitting the panic button, governors
are hewing closely to their long-term Covid response
plans announced this spring and, in some cases, con-
tinuing to step down their pandemic response.

Last week, Illinois Democratic Gov. JB Pritzker,
who tested positive for Covid this week, announced
that he was loosening testing and vaccination re-
quirements for workers in certain industries even
as case daily counts climbed 30 percent. Health of-
ficials in Hawaii said they were dropping their state-
wide school mask mandate, the last in the nation,
beginning in August. And in New York, where cases
have climbed more than 70 percent in the last two
weeks, Gov. Kathy Hochul, a Democrat, said she has
no plans to change her administration’s approach
to Covid-19.

“We’re on top of it. We’re not changing our
policies at this time — always reserving the right to
do so,” Hochul said. “Right now, we just want to
have people be smart and would recommend in
various settings — including transportation — we
still want everyone to wear a mask.”

While BA.5, which is now responsible for at
least 78 percent of U.S. infections, is the most con-
tagious and most immune-evading strain of Covid-
19 to date, doctors have not yet seen an uptick in
serious illness caused by the disease. Hospitaliza-
tions — now hovering around 40,000 in the U.S.,
according to the New York Times’ tracker — have
been steadily increasing, not exponentially spiking,
as they did with Omicron in the winter, and there
hasn’t been a dramatic increase in people requir-
ing ICU care or ventilators.

The number of daily deaths from Covid is over
400, up 25 percent from one month ago, but there’s
a growing recognition there is little more to be done
— even if, as previous waves of the virus have
shown, a more transmissible variant means more
cases, more cases means more hospitalizations, and
more hospitalizations mean more deaths.

Jordan Peele admits he'd "never say
never" to making a Get Out sequel

By Amy West | GAMESRADAR

(GAMESRADAR) - Jordan Peele has revealed
that he would not rule out making a sequel to his
critically acclaimed first feature Get Out.

Since the movie was released in 2017, the Os-
car-winning filmmaker – who is known for blend-
ing off-kilter comedy and horror in things such as
Us and The Twilight Zone – says he's been asked
whether he'd ever follow it up "a lot." Now, in a
new interview with AP(opens in new tab), he has
admitted that he'd "never say never" to the idea.

"There's certainly a lot to talk about left. We'll
see," Peele replied teasingly.

Starring Alison Williams, Bradley Whitford,
Catherine Keener, LaKeith Stanfield, Lil Rel Howery,
and Daniel Kaluuya, Get Out centers on Chris, a
young Black man who discovers that his white
girlfriend's family is harboring a terrible secret when
he tags along for a weekend visit. The Blumhouse-
produced flick earned $255 million from a $4.5 mil-
lion budget at the global box office, and was nomi-

nated for Best Picture at the 90th Academy Awards.
Since then, Peele has concentrated on releas-

ing more original films. He reunites with Kaluuya
for Nope, his new flick that will be released in the
US on Friday, July 22.

In it, the actor plays OJ Haywood, a California-
based rancher who sets out to capture video footage
of an unidentified flying object with his sister Emerald
(Keke Palmer), tech salesman Angel Torres (Brandon
Perea), and documentarian Antlers Holst (Michael
Wincott). The Walking Dead's Steven Yeun also stars.

Talking about the film's title, Peele recently told
SFX magazine: "I wanted to acknowledge my
audience's perspective. In African-American culture,
there is an innate understanding of what 'nope'
means. It means that we will not step into a haunted
house. We will not do a lot of things we see in hor-
ror movies. So with this being the great American
UFO film, I wanted to once again acknowledge that
there is another 'nope' situation for us."

GET OUT(Image credit: Blumhouse)


