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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Over 65 years
of service.

DOUBLE “R”
GROCERY

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

*We cash ALL Tax Refunds
*Checks *Check Out

1721 E 12TH ST
AUSTIN, TX 78702

(512) 478-3451

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Specialist in HVAC repairs, service, replacement

Miguel Gamez
6912 Blessing Avenue

Austin, TX 78752
(737) 900-1931

Lic#: TACLB107926E
HAVCGamez512llc@gmail.com

HVAC
GAMEZ 512

Austin ISD serves a large portion of students in
the Austin area. For the 2026–2027 school year,
the AISD calendar includes the following
highlights:
•First Day of School: August 18, 2026 (Tuesday)
•Fall Break / Thanksgiving Week:
  November 23–27, 2026
•Winter Break:
  December 21, 2026 – January 5, 2027
•Spring Break: March 15–19, 2027
•Last Day of School (Students):
  May 27, 2027 (Thursday)
For the full calendar and official updates,
visit the AISD Academic Calendar.

AISD 2026–2027
School Year Calendar

SID MILLER TO GOVERNOR ABBOTT:
GIVE BACK THE DATA CENTER MONEY

Texas Agriculture Commissioner says millions in campaign contributions have created a serious credibility problem

(AUSTIN, TX) - Texas Agriculture Commissioner
Sid Miller called on Governor Greg Abbott to return
every nickel of the millions of dollars in campaign
contributions he has received from data center in-
terests.

“Governor Abbott has taken millions from the
very interests pushing massive data center expan-
sion across Texas,” Miller said. “Those contributions
are documented in public campaign-finance
records. If the governor has truly changed his posi-
tion, there is one clear way to prove it: Give the
damn money back.”

For years, Abbott enthusiastically promoted
data center development in Texas. Meanwhile,
these enormous industrial facilities have placed
growing pressure on the state’s electric grid, water
supplies, agricultural land, rural communities, and
neighboring property owners.

Despite repeated calls for action, Abbott has
refused to convene a special session of the Texas
Legislature to establish meaningful statewide guard-
rails.

“Texans are being asked to sacrifice their wa-
ter, electricity, land, and quality of life while politi-
cally connected corporations collect subsidies and
special treatment,” Miller said. “That dog won’t
hunt.”

Miller said recent statements from Abbott ex-
pressing concern about data centers ring hollow
without decisive action. Agency directives, press
releases, and promises cannot substitute for laws
passed by the Texas Legislature.

“The governor cannot regulate this problem

Office of Sid Miller

Sid Miller

through press releases,” Miller said. “He needs to
call lawmakers back to Austin and let them do their
job.”

Miller is calling for an immediate special ses-
sion to consider a temporary moratorium on major
new data center projects and enact protections
addressing water consumption, electric-grid reliabil-
ity, private property rights, noise, transparency, lo-
cal authority, and taxpayer-funded incentives.

Waiting until the next regular legislative ses-
sion could allow numerous projects to move for-
ward under existing law and later claim
grandfathered status.

“If we wait, we’ll be closing the barn door af-
ter the horse has already left,” Miller said. “Texas
needs action now—not another political promise.”

Miller said returning the contributions would
demonstrate that Abbott’s decisions are being made
solely in the interests of Texans.

“This is simple,” Miller concluded. “Call the
special session. Pass real protections. Give the data
center money back. Until then, Texans have every
right to question who the governor is really work-
ing for.”

Sid Miller has served as the Texas Commis-
sioner of Agriculture since 2015. He previously
served in the Texas House of Representatives. Com-
missioner Miller is also a rancher, farmer, and ro-
deo champion. Learn more at sidmiller.com.

EdTrust Reacts to HELP Committee Markup
Statement from EdTrust on Thursday’s markup of a host of education bills

(WASHINGTON) — “EdTrust supports several
bills reported favorably out of the Senate Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee
today. Most notably, the bipartisan termination of
the illegal transfer of dozens of programs and of-
fices out of the Department of Education (ED) via
the passage of S. 5046 is an important step toward
protecting our most vulnerable students and pub-
lic education across America. We continue to en-
courage Congress to build on today’s action by push-
ing forward, via this bill and all available pathways,
legislative language to halt and reverse the illegal
transfer of programs out of ED.

EdTrust also approves of the passage of the
College Transparency Act (S. 2511), the RISE Act (S.
3589), and the READ Act (S. 4689). Together, these
bills represent meaningful progress on issues of im-
portance to students and families, including stron-
ger data collection regarding college student out-
comes, lowering barriers to college for students with
disabilities, and strengthening and modernizing our
nation’s investments in literacy to align with the
science of reading. Passing these bills out of the
committee helps codify our nation’s promise to
serve all students, including students of color, stu-
dents from low-income backgrounds, and students

with disabilities. We call on Congress to pass these
bills in the coming months.

Despite these positive steps forward, there is
more work to do to stop the persistent harms
caused by ongoing efforts by the administration to
undo necessary safeguards and supports for stu-
dents. EdTrust was disappointed to see amend-
ments to protect additional vital ED programs and
offices, including the Office for Civil Rights, fail to
pass the committee. This will send shockwaves
through communities and increase disparities
across low-income and diverse school districts —
especially on the heels of ED rescinding its dispar-
ate impact rule, a reliable tool used to assess dis-
crimination in schools. We are also deeply troubled
by the committee’s decision to advance S. 4097, the
State-Based Loan Awareness Act, which unneces-
sarily deregulates state-based lenders as more stu-
dents are pushed toward non-federal student loans
due to H.R. 1’s impact.

As these measures proceed forward, EdTrust
remains committed to working with lawmakers to
create policies that strengthen public education and
eliminate obstacles for students of color and stu-
dents from low-income backgrounds to achieve
educational success.”

Amazon Confirmed as Anchor Tenant for Massive
Dog’s Head Development in Southeast Austin

(VILLAGER) - Amazon Robotics has been iden-
tified as the anchor tenant for the sprawling 2,600
acre Dog’s Head development in Southeast Austin,
marking one of the region’s largest industrial com-
mitments in years and signaling a major shift in the
economic future of the SH 130 corridor. The confir-
mation came through newly filed planning docu-
ments and regional economic disclosures that out-
line Amazon’s intent to build a large scale robotics
and advanced manufacturing facility on the site.

The Dog’s Head tract—named for its distinc-
tive shape on aerial maps—has long been consid-
ered the next frontier for Austin’s industrial expan-
sion. Located east of U.S. 183 and north of FM 812,
the land sits within a rapidly developing zone where
proximity to the airport, SH 130 tollway, and major
freight routes has attracted national logistics and
tech manufacturing interest. Amazon’s arrival effec-
tively cements the area as a future employment
hub.

According to filings, Amazon Robotics plans to
construct a multi building campus focused on au-
tomation, robotics assembly, and high capacity dis-
tribution. Economic analysts say the project could
ultimately support thousands of jobs, though ex-
act numbers have not yet been released. The scale
of the facility suggests a long term investment simi-

lar to Amazon’s robotics centers in Massachusetts
and Ohio, which each employ more than 3,000
workers.

Local officials have praised the development
as a major win for Austin’s industrial base, but com-
munity advocates are raising early concerns about
infrastructure strain, traffic impacts, and
affordability pressures in nearby neighborhoods.
The Dog’s Head tract borders several historically
rural and working class communities, and residents
say they want clearer commitments on road im-
provements, environmental safeguards, and equi-
table hiring.

The project is still in its early permitting stages,
with construction expected to begin after additional
environmental and transportation reviews. Once
built, the Amazon Robotics campus will become one
of the largest industrial sites in Central Texas.

By Villager staff


