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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

by Lacee Johnson
Connally High School

The Fermi
Paradox

The Fermi Paradox,
a term commonly re-
ferred to as the di-
chotomy between the
high probability that ex-
traterrestrial intelligence
exists, conflicted by the
fact that we have no evi-
dence for such alien ex-
istence. Or simply put,
where are the aliens? A
question we have all
likely encountered while
pondering the mass ex-
tent of our universe.  Al-
though the curiosity of
unearthly creatures has
been engaged with for
centuries, the Fermi
Paradox was proposed in
1950 by Italian-Ameri-
can physicist Enrico
Fermi. While enjoying
lunch with colleagues,
Enrico sparked the ques-
tion “Where is every-
body?” He contem-
plated, given that Earth
is a relatively young
planet in comparison to
our solar system, why
has anyone, or thing, yet
to visit or communicate
with us.  Fermi unfortu-
nately passed away 4
years later, so he was
unable to fully investi-
gate his question.  How-
ever, his idea initiated
whole fields of study de-
voted solely to research-
ing his problem.   So, if
there have been imple-
mentations of various
research facilities, why
are we still short on in-
formation?  With seem-
ingly constant improve-
ments to technological
machinery, we would
expect to eventually ar-
rive at more precise an-
swers. Well, it’s not that
simple.  In 1961, as-
tronomer Frank Drake
devised a formula to es-
timate N, the number of
detectable civilizations
within our galaxy at a
given moment in time.
This would appear to
prove magnificent, a

breakthrough discovery,
but the reality is our uni-
verse is still widely un-
known. This poses an is-
sue when numbers are
to be assigned to certain
symbols of the formula.
Scientists can differ in
beliefs to what numbers
are to be assigned as the
information we cur-
rently contain is not
fixed.   However, there is
one plausible possibility
that, if accurate, an-
swers the challenging
questions posed by the
Fermi Paradox. It’s com-
monly known as the
Great Filter, essentially a
belief that all forms of
civilization must take
many vital steps, one of
these steps being
unfathomably difficult.
It poses the possibility
that there is a barrier all
interstellar lifeforms
must surpass. The basic
hurdles consist of:  a
planet capable of pro-
viding life, life itself de-
veloping, simple cells
evolving into complex
cells, sexual reproduc-
tion, etc. The main hin-
drance to reaching
greater heights is abio-
genesis. Despite its com-
plex name, it can simply
be defined as life arising
from lifelessness. The
rarity associated with
this event occurring can
surely be the Great Fil-
ter. Or perhaps it’s rela-
tively common, but the
majority of life is unsuc-
cessful in achieving the
other steps.  Moreover,
the Great Filter could be
a fate completely unde-
cidable by civilization,
purely determined by
external events.  No dif-
ferent from Earth, the
collision of a giant aster-
oid, rogue planet,
nearby gamma-ray
burst, or an intrusive su-
pernova could com-
pletely demolish our
civilization.  It only
makes sense that the
possibilities remain end-
less in nature to the vast
universe we reside in.
Although the majority of
our research discredits
the possibility of inter-
stellar communication,
it’s still a possibility.

Tuskegee Pilot
Project

by Tyler Allen
LBJ High School

I have always been
told that Austin has an
interesting Black history.
Fortunately, a lot of it is
at my grandfather’s li-
brary. So, I looked up this
information. There were
three noted products of
the Tuskegee Pilot
Project from Austin,
Texas: Captain Norman
Scales Sr., Dr. Melvin
Sikes, and Mr. Edward
Doyles, Sr.    Captain
Scales was a fighter pi-
lot. He was involved in
many battles flying over
Europe during World
War II.  Most of the time,
he served in escort
fighter units. Another
one is Dr. Sikes.   He was
trained as a bombardier-

navigator and fighter pi-
lot.  He never got to
showcase his skills be-
cause of the Japan sur-
render after the nuclear
bomb was dropped.  Af-
ter the war, Dr. Sikes be-
came a noted educator.
The final one was Mr.
Edward Doyles, Sr.  He
was a journeyman air-
craft woodworker at the
Tuskegee Flying School
from 1942 to 1945. One
person Mr. Doyles men-
tioned in one of his inter-
views was a friend
named Mr. Ray Thomas
from Austin. He said that
Mr. Thomas was a
squadron instructor for
the famed 332nd Fighter
Squadron. We had very
little information about
Mr. Thomas. I also found
out that Mr. W.B.
Campbell was the only
commissioned Black
military officer from the
Austin area during
World War I. He entered
as a First Lieutenant and
was then promoted to
Captain.

by Aiden Loyden
Hopewell Middle Sch.

My First Play

My first school play
was unforgettable! It
truly was a once in a life-
time experience/oppor-
tunity.   Going into the
show, I was very nervous
about forgetting lines
and stuttering.  Thank-
fully, my teacher and
classmates calmed me
down. As soon as the
play started, I was so
nervous and scared that
I couldn’t help but to
keep myself occupied,
whether that was read-
ing lines or standing by

the costumes and props.
When my scene came
up, I was so nervous, but
I stayed calm and did
great!  I didn’t miss a
beat and my partner did
well, too.  Everything
was going great for me
at least until Scene 19.
Scene 19 was the long-
est and one of the most
challenging scenes.  I’d
been struggling with it
for weeks. With that be-
ing said, I knew I had to
stay focused and re-
member everything.
Using those two tech-
niques, I did a good job.
Everyone did well and I
was congratulated by my
family and peers.  After-
wards, we went out to
eat and I received $40
dollars from my brother.
My first play was the
best!

by Kyrie Williams
Nehemiah Christian Sch.

Trip to San
Francisco,
California

This summer, I will
be traveling to San Fran-
cisco, California.  San
Francisco was founded
June 29, 1776 and it is a
popular tourist place.
California was the 31st
state to be added to our
Union.  It is known as the
Golden State with Sacra-
mento as the capital.
Our family will make the
trip together.  My grand-
mother has to go for
work, so we decided we

will all go with her so
that my brother and I
can visit another state
over our summer break.
I want to visit all 50
states. So far I have been
to Florida, when I went
to Disney World. I live in
Texas, so that covers two
states. After I visit San
Francisco, California I
will have been to two
states besides my own. I
have family that lives in
Colorado, Minnesota,
Washington D.C., New
Jersey, New York, Geor-
gia, and Oklahoma.  I
plan to visit these states
as soon as I can so I can
start marking them off
on the Unites States
Map and reach my goal
of visiting the 50 United
States of America.

by Ava Roberts
Pflugerville
High School

2022 State Track Meet

On Friday, May 13,
2022,  I represented the
Lady Panthers from
Pflugerville High School
at the State Track Meet
held at The University
of Texas in Austin,
Texas. I competed in
Girls Shot Put 5A at 9
a.m.   I am excited to

share the results of this
major accomplishment
in my athletic history.  I
did not win a medal. I
did not beat my per-
sonal record.  But, I
scored 7th place with a
throw of 40-2.75.
Again, I have enjoyed
my 2022 track season
and the memories I’ve
made.  This summer, I
will continue training
and plan to compete in
summer meets includ-
ing the Junior Olym-
pics.  I am anxiously
awaiting the 2023 sea-
son.

AUSTIN EVENTS
CALENDAR:

JUNE 2022
https://www.austintexas.org/events/june-and-july/

6/9/22 - 6/12/22
Republic of Texas Biker Rally
Circuit of The Americas
The state's largest motorcycle gathering
attracts thousands of bikers for rides, parades
and music.
rotrally.com

6/18/22
Soul Food Truck Fest
Huston-Tillotson University
Get a taste of Austin's mobile soul food gems
at this annual festival. From savory barbecue
to Cajun-seasoned seafood and traditional
soul food, 10+ food trucks will be serving up
mouthwatering dishes. The festival will also
feature kid-friendly activities, live music, retail
vendors and more.
souldfoodtruckfest.com

6/19/22
Central Texas Juneteenth 2K, Parade &
Celebration
Historic East Austin and Rosewood Park
Juneteenth, also known as "Freedom Day" or
"Emancipation Day," is the oldest known
African American celebration commemorating
the end of slavery. This annual event features
a parade with floats and entertainment, and a
celebration with food and local vendors at
Rosewood Park.
juneteenthcentraltexas.com

6/19/22
Stay Black and Live: A Virtual Juneteenth
Festival
Virtual Event
The George Washington Carver Museum,
Cultural and Genealogy Center hosts this
virtual Juneteenth celebration, featuring film
screenings, art auctions, free food, a dance
party, poetry, music and more.
juneteenthatx.com

6/25/22
African American Book Festival
George Washington Carver Center
This free literary event showcases new works
by and about African Americans. Notable
speakers and authors will discuss their works
and facilitate conversations.
aabookfest.com

KEEP KIDS READING
THIS SUMMER!


