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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

The End of an Era

by Lacee Johnson
Connally High School

As the prolonged
era of high school
reaches its end, I inevita-
bly dwell on the experi-
ence, reminiscing about
the highs and lows, tri-
umphs and
vanquishments. My
mind wanders through
the chapter I uninten-
tionally wrote, flipping
through pages I once
deemed so insignificant
and everlasting.  As I do
so, I ponder on the
theme of these past four
essential years, and the
trope that follows
throughout them.
Among the multitude of
life-long lessons I
learned during my high
school experience, one
excels beyond the rest.
It’s the lesson of endur-
ance, persevering, living,
and existing. Terms that
coexist and synergize,
yet act separately as ant-
onyms. As its complex
definition would sug-
gest, it holds a variety of
inner lessons. However,
when reduced to its bare
essence, it’s defined as:
life’s indefinite obstacles
and one’s response to
them. As we walk
through life’s garden, we
are introduced to seeds
of goodness and burden.
As I endured life’s tribu-
lations, I found myself in
a position where the
toxic seeds, once so
small in nature, sprouted
from my unwillingness to
address them. Neverthe-
less, I endured the diffi-
culties caused by my
baggage. Furthermore, I
reached an unspecified
point in high school
where I subscribed to a
culture of emotional ne-
glect. This impeded my

growth by catering to-
wards a false progression
of constant work and
masculinity. It wasn’t
until senior year that I
reached a point where I
was forced to view my-
self in my most vulner-
able, purest form, and
ultimately found unhap-
piness. I recognized the
seeds that transitioned
from innocence to op-
pression, staggering who
I believed I was bound to
be. The negatives were
profound, and I reluc-
tantly realized that I was
simply existing; not liv-
ing. Although I had the
strength to endure, what
is it for if perseverance
remains vague? It was
this question that sent
me on a spiral, from
which I have learned and
can now share my in-
sights. I concluded that
life is a state of
eudaimonia. I firmly be-
lieve that failing to seek
liberation from the past
is to succumb to circum-
stance. To struggle swim-
ming to the shore of hap-
piness, yet refusing to
release the anchor that
binds you, is sheer idiocy.
It was imperative for me
to enter a saga of heal-
ing, accepting the diffi-
culties and imperfec-
tions my journey may
reveal, but praising the
possibility of joy that
may result.. This lesson
entered my conscious-
ness later on in my high
school career than I
would’ve wished, but my
gratitude for its presence
remains strong despite
its timing. It’s by far the
highlight of my life, the
dedication to my endless
book. However, as I de-
part from these pages,
there’s an unidentified
character remaining un-
defiled. It’s you. Among
the thousands of words
I’ve written here, allow
these 5 to stir your heart:
Are you existing, or liv-
ing?

by SaNaya White
Ann Richards School

for Young Women
Leaders

A Night to
Remember

Saturday, May 21,
2022, marked a day that
I will hold on to.  This was
the day of my senior
prom. The theme was
“Entering the Enchanted
Garden.” After a long
night of procrastinating
with my hair appoint-
ment the night before, I
came home the next day
and began my prepara-
tions. I want to thank my
support system, consist-
ing of my Mother, Aunt,
and cousins. To ensure
that I had a successful
night, they were present
to help me with my
makeup, outfit, and all
accessories.  During the
process, I began to get
frustrated and nervous
as time passed. To help
calm me, my family
stood by my side, told
me to take a deep
breath, and did all that
they could to get me
ready for prom.  After
the preparation was
complete, I walked down

the hallway to meet my
prom date. We took nu-
merous pictures to cap-
ture the night, and then
headed to the event. As
we entered the venue, I
felt incredibly joyful as I
met with my friends and
talked to my peers. A
smile formed across my
face as I scanned the
room admiring my class-
mates dressed up and
having a good time.
Throughout the night,
we danced until our feet
got tired, I played Uno
with my friends, and we
talked about everything.
We made the most of
our night and I couldn’t
have been happier. I en-
joyed being with friends
at the moment and
watching my classmates
experience a day held
just for us. The decora-
tions were amazing, as it
truly felt as if you en-
tered an enchanted gar-
den. The chaperones
consisted of our faculty
and senior staff.  We
brought them to the
dance floor to dance
with us and have some
fun.  I am grateful that I
had the opportunity to
experience prom with
my peers because we
collectively made it a
night that we won’t for-
get, for our last school-
hosted event together!

by Ava Roberts
Pflugerville
High School

Father’s Day

  In the United
States, Father’s Day is the
third Sunday in June each
year.  On this holiday, we
honor and celebrate our
fathers and father fig-
ures.  Fathers, or Dads
play a large role in their
children’s lives.  They set
boundaries for their chil-
dren, love their children,
nurture their children’s
best interests, and set
good examples for their
children. Below are a few
Bible verses in support of
Father’s Day:  (1)
Ephesians 6:4 - “Fathers,
do not provoke your chil-
dren to anger, but bring
them up in the discipline

and instruction of the
Lord.” (2) Proverbs 22:6 -
“Start children off on the
way they should go, and
even when they are old,
they will not turn from
it.” (3) Proverbs 20:7 - “A
Righteous Man Walks in
Integrity. Blessed Are His
Children After Him.”  (4)
Psalm 103:13 - “As a fa-
ther has compassion on
his children, so the Lord
has compassion on those
who fear him.”  To make
Dad feel extra special on
Father’s Day, kids cel-
ebrate by giving him
cards and gifts, doing
nice things for him,
spending quality time
with him, making a
home-made gift for him,
spoiling him with break-
fast in bed, cooking din-
ner, or baking a dessert.
I plan to pamper my Dad
with his favorite meal
and a game of dominoes.
How will you celebrate
Father’s Day?

by Tyler Allen
LBJ High School

Jesse Owens –
Olympic Gold

Medalist

Born on September
12, 1913, Jesse Owens
was a four-time Olympic
gold medalist and one of
the most celebrated
track and field athletes
from the United States.
His specialties were the
long jump and sprinting
events, with his Olympic
gold medals at the 1936
Summer Olympics com-
ing in four events. Those
four wins propelled him
into becoming the most
successful athlete at the
1936 Olympic Games.
Owens’ popularity is

longstanding, with the
ESPN (Entertainment
and Sports Programming
Network) honoring him
through the “Jesse
Owens Award,” which is
presented to the best
track and field athlete of
the year.  ESPN also
ranked Jesse Owens as
the sixth-best North
American athlete of the
20th century.  In 1983,
he received a posthu-
mous induction into the
United States Olympic
Committee’s Hall of
Fame.  Owens’ success
at track and field traces
back to his college days
at The Ohio State Univer-
sity.  His domination at
the 1935 Big Ten Track
and Field Meet in Michi-
gan saw him set three
world records and tie
another in “the greatest
45 minutes ever in
sport.”

Jesse Owens, Berlin Olympic Games, 1936.

by Aiden Loyden
Hopewell Middle Sch.

First Science
Demo

For Science and
Language Arts class, my
peers and I got to watch
a live science demo.  It
was very fun and educa-
tional to see. I got to
bang a hammer into a
knife while it was in a
potato. We got to see
dry ice with a chemical
that made cold foam.
We also learned about
inertia using wheels

spinning up.  The scien-
tist also showed us static
electricity with positive
and negative electrons.
We saw a bottle of an
explosive chemical. Af-
ter the demo, I learned
that science can be way
more fun and dangerous
than I thought.

by Kyrie Williams
Nehemiah Christian Sch.

Summer Reading

This summer my
teacher is requiring us to
read a list of books called
“Summer Reading List.”
The list has old classics
with titles like: The Ad-
ventures of Pinocchio,
Little Women, The Secret
Garden, The Wizard of
OZ, Treasure Island, Pe-
ter Pan, Great Expecta-

tions, Alice in Wonder-
land, Beauty and the
Beast, and last but not
least Moby Dick. The list
is a total of 10 books!
Our teacher says she
wants us to keep reading
through the summer so
it will help us keep up
our comprehension and
fluency.. We will also
have to know the mean-
ing of certain words in
the stories.  She calls this
vocabulary study.  The
books have already been
purchased and assigned
to us. Wish me luck!
How about you go read
some of these classics
this summer and escape
to an imaginary land.

by Madison Roberts
Nehemiah Christian Sch

Support

I’m here to tell you
my school is 9 days
away from being over.
I’m so happy, but yet so
so nervous at the same
time. I have two poems

that I have to memo-
rize and speak in front
of students and par-
ents on graduation day.
It has me biting my
nails and my stomach
doing flips.  I really
don’t like the spotlight
on me unless I’m doing
TickTock’s.  So could
you do me a favor?
Keep your fingers
crossed for me that I
won’t mess up. My par-
ents say “I got this un-
der my belt.”  Ready for
summer!


