
Your Community.

Your Power.
AustinEnergy.com/PublicPower

Collected PrécisPAGE 4 - THE VILLAGER/October 16, 2026 www.theaustinvillager.com

Diddy Injured in Prison After 
Fight with Jamaican Drug Lord

By Villager staff
By Villager staff

(VILLAGER) – Sean “Diddy” 
Combs’ recent alterca�on inside 
FCI Fort Dix has quickly become 
one of the most discussed prison 
incidents of the year, not only 
because of Combs’ celebrity sta-
tus but because of the figure on 
the other side of the confronta-
�on: Christopher “Dudus” Coke, 
the long�me Jamaican drug lord 
serving a 23-year federal sen-
tence. According to mul�ple re-
ports, the clash occurred on Fri-
day, October 9, and le� Combs 
with a serious head injury that 
required emergency transport to 
an outside medical facility. 

The fight reportedly erupted 
during Combs’ daily break from 
the Special Housing Unit, where 
he had already been placed fol-
lowing an NBC News exposé al-
leging he enjoyed illicit privileges 
behind bars — including access 
to contraband cell phones and 
other prohibited comforts. That 
report triggered at least two 
prison-wide raids, during which 
officials confiscated phones 
from several inmates, including 
Coke. Sources inside Fort Dix say 
many inmates blamed Combs for 
the increased scru�ny, and Coke, 
described by fellow prisoners as 
the “real kingpin” within the fa-
cility, confronted him directly. 

Accounts differ slightly 
across outlets, but the core de-
tails remain consistent: the con-
fronta�on turned physical, 
Combs suffered a severe head 

injury, and both men were im-
mediately sanc�oned with two 
weeks in the Special Housing 
Unit. Combs was transported to 
a hospital in the early hours of 
October 10 and returned later 
that same day. His representa-
�ves have stated that they are 
working to confirm the exact cir-
cumstances of the incident, 
while the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons has not publicly verified the 
fight. 

Coke, once the feared 
leader of Jamaica’s Shower 
Posse, has been incarcerated 
since 2012 for racketeering con-
spiracy and conspiracy to com-
mit assault with a dangerous 
weapon. His influence inside 
Fort Dix reportedly remains 
strong, and sources say the loss 
of contraband phones — a direct 
result of the NBC News inves�-
ga�on — was the final spark that 
ignited tensions between him 
and Combs. 

Combs, meanwhile, is serv-
ing a 50-month federal sen-
tence following his 2025 convic-
�on on two counts of trans-
porta�on to engage in pros�tu-
�on. He had already been un-
der heightened scru�ny a�er 
allega�ons of contraband ac-
cess surfaced earlier this 
month. The reported fight 
marks yet another setback for 
the music mogul, whose legal 
troubles and prison condi�ons 
have drawn na�onal a�en�on.

Fee Waivers and a $9 AI Guide 
Aim to Expand College Access 

for Austin Students
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(AUSTIN, TX) - Aus�n’s Free Col-
lege Applica�on Week has opened 
with a notable local innova�on: a 
homegrown AI tool designed to help 
families navigate the increasingly 
complex admissions process. From 
October 12–18, 2026, every Texas 
public college and university is waiv-
ing undergraduate applica�on fees 
for Texas residents who apply 
through ApplyTexas, part of a 
statewide affordability push that in-
cludes frozen tui�on through the 
2026–27 academic year. 

At the same �me, Aus�n-based 
10X Innova�ons has launched Col-
legeAdmissionsAssistant.com, a 
$9-per-month AI admissions guide 
built to support families who o�en 
face counselor shortages and cannot 
afford private consultants. Texas 

schools average roughly 400 students 
per counselor, leaving many families 
to manage applica�ons alone. The 
pla�orm helps users build college 
lists, research admissions require-
ments, organize recommenda�on 
le�ers, track deadlines, and generate 
structured essay outlines based on a 
student’s academic and extracurricu-
lar profile. 

More than 260,000 applica�ons
were submi�ed during the inaugural 
Free College Applica�on Week in 
2025, and the state aims for 350,000
this year. With fees waived and a new 
low-cost planning tool available, 
Texas is a�emp�ng to widen access 
to higher educa�on while reducing 
the financial and logis�cal barriers 
that o�en shape who applies—and 
who doesn’t.

Aus�n Celebrates Na�onal Coming Out Day
By Villager staff

(AUSTIN, TX) - Aus�n 
marked Na�onal Coming 
Out Day, October 11th, with 
a citywide celebra�on of vis-
ibility, pride, and solidarity, 
highligh�ng the city’s ongo-
ing commitment to LGBTQ+
inclusion. The day’s center-
piece was a rainbow 
ribbon-cu�ng ceremony at 
City Hall, where local offi-
cials, ac�vists, and commu-
nity members gathered to 
unveil a new mural �tled 
“Out in Aus�n.” The artwork, 
created by local queer 

art ists ,  features v ibrant 
portraits  of  residents 
a longside aff i rmations 
of  sel f -expression and 
belonging.

Events extended 
across the city — from drag 
brunches and storytelling 
circles to youth-led panels 
on mental health and iden-
�ty. The Aus�n LGBT Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted a 
networking mixer spot-
ligh�ng queer-owned busi-
nesses, while the Waterloo 
Greenway Conservancy held 
an evening concert cele-

bra�ng queer musicians and 
allies.

Organizers empha-
sized that Coming Out Day is 
not only about personal 
courage but also about com-
munity support. As one 
speaker put it, “Visibility is 
power — and Aus�n shows 
up for its people.”

The celebra�ons un-
derscored Aus�n’s reputa-
�on as a progressive hub 
where pride is woven into 
civic life, affirming that the 
city’s LGBTQ+ community re-
mains both visible and vital.


