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Baseball Remains in the Dark Ages

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

(VILLAGER) - Grow-
ing up, I remember
watching the Major
League Baseball All-Star
Game and seeing the
National League pum-
mel the American
League into submission.

From 1962-1982,
the National League
won the midseason clas-
sic an incredible 20 out
of 21 years. The NL won
every All-Star Game be-
tween 1972-1982.

Consider: The 1971
All-Star Game was
played at Detroit’s Tiger
Stadium and featured a
record 27 players of
color (Blacks and His-
panics) on both teams.
The NL featured 12 Black
players; the AL had five.
I vividly remember the
AL’s Reggie Jackson
slamming a towering
home run over the right
field light tower in a
game won by the AL, 6-
4. It was the AL’s first win
since 1962; the AL
wouldn’t win again until
1983.

The NL dominated
those two decades due
to the high volume of
outstanding Black talent.

Four decades later:
Of the 81 players in last
year’s All-Star Game,
five players were Black.
And this: Blacks repre-
sented 7.2 percent of
Opening Day rosters in
2022, down from 7.6
percent in 2021, and
way down from an all-
time high of 18.7 per-
cent in 1981.

I personally identi-
fied with baseball grow-
ing up because there
were so many players -
superstar players - who
looked like me. Black play-
ers on the 1971 NL All-
Star team included Hank
Aaron, Willie Mays, Willie

Stargell, Lou Brock, Bobby
Bonds (Barry’s dad),
Willie McCovey and
Ferguson Jenkins. The ’71
midseason classic is the
only All-Star Game in his-
tory with two Black start-
ing pitchers - Dock Ellis
(NL) and Vida Blue (AL).

The massive de-
cline in Black talent is
why I no longer watch
baseball other than an
occasional glance at the
World Series.

Miss me with the
excuse that baseball
equipment and traveling
fees are too pricey for
Black families. It’s a lot
easier for me to buy the

explanation that a lack
of Black interest is due to
a lack of Black role mod-
els.

Baseball doesn’t
have the same appeal
for Black folks, who pas-
sionately follow college
and pro basketball and
football for obvious rea-
sons.

Today’s young gen-
eration relates to LeBron
James and Patrick
Mahomes. They grow up
emulating them.

Name me a Black
baseball player whom
Black kids relate to and
emulate.

I’m waiting.
Make no mistake,

players of color continue
to dominate the sport,
but they are, in the im-
mortal words of late,
great comedian Richard
Pryor, baseball’s new n-
word - Hispanics, who
made up 28.5 percent of
2022 Opening Day ros-
ters.

How did that hap-
pen?

MLB decision-mak-
ers, instead of building
baseball academics in
major cities with large

Black populations, built
them in Latin America. In
2015, ESPN reported
that all 30 MLB teams
had Latin American
academies. Imagine if
there were MLB acad-
emies in New York, Chi-
cago, New Orleans,
Charlotte, Birmingham,
Memphis, Detroit,
Cleveland, Pittsburgh,
Orlando, Atlanta, Phila-
delphia, Baltimore,
Washington, D.C., Hous-
ton, Dallas, Oakland, Los
Angeles, San Francisco
and Denver.

What would the
face of MLB look like?

Former MLB Black
superstar Gary Sheffield
spelled it out in a contro-
versial 2007 GQ inter-
view. “I called it years
ago,” Sheffield said.
“What I called is that
you’re going to see more
Black faces, but there
ain’t no English going to
be coming out. (It ’s
about) being able to tell
(Hispanic players) what
to do - being able to con-
trol them. Where I’m
from, you can’t control
us. You might get a guy
to do it that way for a

while because he wants
to benefit, but in the
end, he is going to go
back to being who he is.
And that’s a person that
you’re going to talk to
with respect, you’re go-
ing to talk to like a man.
These are the things my
race demands.”

Curious, I studied
the 2023 University of
Texas baseball roster and
discovered that five of
the Longhorns’ 38 play-
ers - Jayden Duplantier,
his brother Andre
Duplantier II, Porter
Brown, Dylan Campbell
and Lebarron Johnson -
are Black.

Exactly 7.6 percent
(see: percentage of
Black MLB players,
2021).  And that’s on the
high end among college
teams.

Of the 279 Division
I baseball programs not
from historically Black
colleges and universities
in 2021, four percent of
the players were Black.

I rest my case.
Contact Villager

sports columnist John
Harris Jr. at jdharrisjr
@yahoo.com.

“...you’re going to see
more Black faces, but
there ain’t no English

going to be coming out.”

- Gary Sheffield

New Report: 66,000 Texas Students
are on Charter School Waitlists
AUSTIN, TX —

More than 66,000 stu-
dents are on waitlists to
attend public charter
schools, according to
data released by the
Texas Education Agency
(TEA).

The number of
waitlisted students in-
creased by 13.5% over
the past year, a reflec-
tion of rising community
demand across the
state.

“Yet again, parents
are telling us they need
more seats at high-qual-
ity public schools that
meet their needs,” said
Starlee Coleman, CEO of
the Texas Public Charter
Schools Association. “It’s
time that we took them
seriously.”

Public charter
schools are tuition-free
and open to all students.
They help meet the di-
verse needs of Texas stu-
dents by creating new

opportunities in public
education — from rigor-
ous college prep, to in-
novative partnerships
with employers, to spe-
cialized support for stu-
dents with disabilities.

In 2019, the Texas
Legislature passed a law
that requires all public
charter schools to use a
common admissions ap-
plication facilitated by
TEA. That law also calls
for the agency to publish
an annual report docu-
menting how many stu-
dents are on at least one
waitlist.

The latest numbers
show that across Texas,
community demand ex-
ceeds the number of
available seats — often

by large margins. Here
are two key takeaways:

Waitlists are grow-
ing in the largest metro
areas — but also smaller
ones.

The number of stu-
dent names on waitlists
increased by 18% in Dal-
las-Fort Worth and 28%
in Houston.

But it also doubled
in Odessa and tripled in
Corpus Christi.

Much of the de-
mand comes from the
highest-need families in
Texas.

Of the public char-
ter schools with a
waitlist, 191 are rated A
or B and educate 80% or
more low-income stu-
dents.


