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Austin Alumnae Chapter in Collaboration with the  
Austin Revitalization Authority Will Host 

Virtual Property Tax Town Hall via Zoom– 
Saturday, April 30, 10:00am - 11:30am 

 

AUSTIN, Texas –  The Austin Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Economic 

Development Committee in collaboration with the Austin Revitalization Authority will host a virtual 

Property Tax Town Hall, this Saturday, April 30, from 10:00am – 11:30am.  

Saturday’s Property Tax Town Hall is open to the public and free of charge. Attendees will learn 

invaluable tips on how to lower property taxes; how to keep property taxes from rising in the future; 

and how to appeal property taxes. Guest speakers include, Bruce Elfant, Travis County Tax Assessor; 

Maya Crigler, Travis County Property Appraiser; and Marilyn Poole, Attorney 

Additionally, this virtual event will offer insight and guidance, specifically designed to help with 

protesting property taxes and/or help significantly lower and limit property taxes, including 

homestead exemption for: (1) Homeowners living in their own home; (2) People with disabilities; (3) 

Persons 65 or over; and (4) 100% Disabled Vet or Surviving Spouse, and Others within the Greater 

Austin Area. 

As the May 15 protest deadline approaches, Austin Alumnae Chapter President Robin Blackmon 

believes this virtual Property Tax Town Hall will be of tremendous benefit to members of the Austin 

community, “In the wake of Austin’s economic boom, we are facing an alarming housing crisis, one 

that continues to drive prices up and threatens to push minorities out of the Greater Austin Area.”   

Register for Saturday’s Property Tax Town Hall at no cost via the enclosed link, 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bbvTDXqKSZWtAmQzC1DbdQ. Please email Austin 

Alumnae Chapter’s Economic Development Committee for any questions or needed assistance 

pertaining to the event at dstatx.econdev@gmail.com. 
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Early Voting for the
May 7 Local Election

AUSTIN, TX – Early voting for the May 7, 2022
local election begins Monday, April 25, at 7am. Early
voting runs until Tuesday, May 3. Voters can cast their
ballots at any of the 31 early voting centers through-
out Travis County. All locations are open from 7am-
7pm Monday through Saturday and 12-6pm Sunday.

Voters may visit VoteTravis.com to view their per-
sonalized ballot, early voting locations, and a map of
wait times.

Travis County Clerk Rebecca Guerrero would like
to remind voters that local elections are just as im-
portant as primary and general elections. “Here in
Travis County voters will have the opportunity to pick
council members, mayors, and vote on school board
races and city propositions. Every election matters
and I urge every registered voter to get out and vote.”

Black Athletes Are Not Pieces of Meat

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

(VILLAGER) - Black
athletes are more than
sinewy muscle, 40-inch
vertical leaps and 4.3
seconds in the 40-yard
dash. It's time to change
the narrative of Black
men being put on this
earth solely for the pur-
pose of entertaining
white sports fans while
being viewed as talented
pieces of meat.

When Pittsburgh
Steelers quarterback
Dwayne Haskins was
killed earlier this month
after being struck by a
truck as he tried to cross
a highway in South
Florida, among the first
public responses was a
Twitter post by white
ESPN reporter Adam
Schefter: "Dwayne
Haskins, a standout at
Ohio State before strug-
gling to catch on with
Washington and Pitts-
burgh in the NFL, died this
morning when he was hit
by a car in South Florida."

What the hell does
"before struggling to

catch on with Washing-
ton and Pittsburgh" have
to do with Haskins'
death? I'll tell you. When
white people look at a
Black athlete such as
Haskins, the first thing
that comes to mind is
Haskins' value as a foot-
ball player, good or bad.
Even in death, Haskins'
life meant nothing more
to Schefter than his abil-
ity to throw a football so
his response could go vi-
ral on Twitter. Not a care
in the world how his
thoughtless tweet
would impact Haskins'
family, friends, team-
mates and coaches dur-
ing their time of sorrow.

I am referencing
Schefter's tweet to high-
light a story closer to
home. Former Univer-
sity of Texas basketball
player Tre Mitchell left
the team during the sea-
son for personal rea-
sons. Last week, Mitchell
entered the NCAA Trans-
fer Portal and is already
receiving interest from
several programs.

When Mitchell left
the team during the sea-
son, fans on one of UT's
message boards ques-
tioned Mitchell's loyalty
(or lack of) to UT and
how he wasn't that good
of a player in the first
place. Blah, blah, blah.
Another example of

white fans seeing
Mitchell (who is Black)
having no redeeming
quality as a human be-
ing; only as an athlete -
first, last, always.

To make matter
worse, reporter Chip
Brown wrote this about
Mitchell's decision to
leave the Longhorns for
247 Sports on April 20: "I
was told," Brown wrote,
"his mother is battling
cancer, and he wants to
be closer to home
(Mitchell is from Pitts-
burgh; this may explain
why Big 12 member West
Virginia, located about an
hour away, is a potential
landing spot)."

Prior to Brown's
post, one knucklehead
wrote this about
Mitchell's unexplained
departure from UT, as if
Mitchell leaving the 40
acres was going to nega-
tively impact this par-
ticular fan's quality of
life: "From the outside
looking in, Mitchell and
his camp appeared to
have handled this pretty
poorly."

Another fan with
more common sense re-
sponded: "How do you
handle cancer in the
family well?"

Indeed. Another
fan helped make my
point for me. Maybe,
just maybe, after read-

ing this particular fan
site and how certain seg-
ments of the population
view Black athletes,
Black recruits in the fu-
ture may decide to take
their talents elsewhere -
that's one way to skin a
cat. This fan wrote: "His
mom has cancer ... for all
we know, he left and we
could have done some-

thing to burn that bridge
that made the family
sore."

You think?
One way to stop

the madness: In
Schefter's case, Black
NFL players, some of
whom publicly ex-
pressed outrage at how
Schefter wrote about
Haskins' death, can boy-

cott him in protest and
give their exclusive sto-
ries to other reporters
while instructing their
agents not to speak to
Schefter (player agents
provide Schefter with
tons of information).

It will probably
never happen, but it
should. Black athletes
are people too.

Former University of Texas basketball player Tre Mitchell

The late Dwayne Haskins


