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Pride Goes
Before A Fall

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

The fall of Aqib Talib (background photo - Doug Pensinger/Getty Images)

(VILLAGER) - A big-
ger wallet does not al-
ways equate to a hap-
pier life.

Aqib Talib is a cau-
tionary tale. Not be-
cause of what he did - or
didn’t do - but for what
he represents. He’s a
former professional ath-
lete who made a lot of
money playing football
who never forgot where
he came from.

That’s good and
bad. In this case, bad.

Talib and his older
brother, Yaqub, coached
a youth football team in
Lancaster outside Dallas.
One thing led to another
after a game on August
13, and an argument
ensued between
coaches on both teams.
Yaqub allegedly shot
Mike Hickmon, one of
the opposing coaches,
multiple times in front of
a group of spectators,
including Hickmon’s 9-
year-old son. Hickmon
later died in the hospital
from his wounds.

This is the part of
my column where mak-
ing good and bad deci-
sions comes in.

Why am I writing
about this shooting two

weeks in a row? Just do-
ing my part to bring at-
tention and concern to
an issue that has
plagued the Black com-
munity far too long. I
shouldn’t be wasting
precious words about
the loss of another Black
life - a father of three -
over something stupid

like bringing a loaded
gun around young kids
and then shooting and
killing someone - not to
protect the kids, but to
salvage ego and pride.

If we don’t value
the lives of our children,
who will?

Although Yaqub
later turned himself in to
Dallas police after a war-
rant for his arrest on
murder charges was is-
sued, it was Aqib, the
five-time Pro Bowl
cornerback who grew up
and starred in nearby
Richardson, whom wit-
nesses described as the
main instigator in the ar-
gument. You know the
rest of the story.

With so much at
stake, what compelled
Aqib to behave this way?

Yaqub may have
done the shooting, but I
never heard of him be-
fore this incident. He’s
lived his life away from
the public eye. I’m sure
this isn’t the first time he
brought a loaded gun to
one of his youth football
games - that isn’t some-

thing you do lightly - but
his alleged shooting not
only took the life of an-
other man it also ruined
Aqib’s post-football ca-
reer. Soon after the trag-
edy, it was announced
that Aqib, who recently
had done color commen-
tary work for Fox, would
not join Amazon’s new

Thursday Night Football
telecast alongside Hall of
Famer Tony Gonzalez, Ri-
chard Sherman and Ryan
Fitzpatrick “to spend time
with his family.”

No way Amazon
was going to let Aqib
anywhere near a camera
following what just hap-
pened. Just like that -
poof! - Aqib’s rising TV
career is down the drain.

When you live in
the limelight, you’ve got
to be careful because,
yes, there can be family
members jealous of your
success, as well as
people hanging around
because of your notori-
ety. For a rich and fa-
mous athlete to get
comfortable with celeb-
rity and feel invincible, it
can be risky.

Aqib took the risk.
His older brother

made a terrible decision,
but Aqib rode with him
because, well, that’s his
big brother. Nothing like
family, right?

Yaqub had nothing
to lose. Aqib had every-
thing to lose - and did.

TV ONE NETWORK
ANNOUNCES
UPCOMING

PROGRAMMING FOR
YOUR ENJOYMENT!

Submitted by Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Entertainment reporter

Living by Design with Jake and Jazz

The Smollett sibling duo returns to CLEO TV’s hit series LIVING BY DE-
SIGN WITH JAKE AND JAZZ to continue to create revitalizing home makeovers
and celebrate the renovation completion with tasty bites. This will follow the
vivacious Smollett siblings as they recreate family recipes while transforming
homes into desirable living spaces. The talented team will add their own unique
blend of style and expertise to bring stunning and aesthetically pleasing homes
to life. With Jake’s craftsmanship of carpentry and Jazz’s keen eye for modern
trends, they will embark on a journey to convert any small space on a frugal
budget.

Global Gourmet with Chef Essie

Chef Essie is the person from whom you want to learn from in the kitchen
and in life. She also shows a delicate balancing act as a creator, traveler, entre-
preneur and mogul on Global Gourmet. Her extensive travels across the globe
have inspired colorful stories and the most incredible dishes bursting with fla-
vor and passion. Growing up in Ghana, her mother’s tiny kitchen is where her
love affair with spice ignited and it has now grown into an empire. Chef Essie
believes that spice is the anchor to a great dish, taking viewers on a flavorful
journey bringing West African cuisine to the world!

The TV One Network is the center of black culture and entertainment. It
delivers a broad offering of original programming and classic series, serving
both diverse audiences for TV One and CLEO TV. Launched in January 2004,
TV One currently serves 43 million households and CLEO TV, launched in Janu-
ary 2019, is the sister network with a 34.9 million household reach.

Each network has a unique audience that serves viewers with fan favor-
ites from TV One such as Unsung, Uncensored, Fatal Attraction, ATL Homicide,
Life therapy, Don’t Waste Your Pretty and Urban One Honors. While CLEO TV, a
lifestyle and entertainment network targeting Millennial and Gen X women of
color, delivers content that uplifts and inspires today’s modern-day woman.

Viewers of CLEO TV can expect award-winning content in both original
and acquired series including Culture Kitchen, Living by Design, New Soul
Kitchen, Just Eats with Chef JJ, Tia Mowry’s Quick Fix and All Things Adrienne
House to Home.

Both networks are solely owned by Urban One, Inc., formerly known as
Radio One, Inc., the largest African-American owned and operated multi-me-
dia company.

Abortion-rights groups sue Texas AG,
prosecutors to protect ability to help pregnant

Texans seek legal abortions in other states
BY KAREN BROOKS HARPER | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

(TXT) - Reproduc-
tive rights groups on
Tuesday filed a federal
class-action lawsuit to
head off possible pros-
ecution from Texas offi-
cials for helping Texans
gain access to legal abor-
tions in other states.

The suit filed in Aus-
tin names Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton as
well as a class composed
of the county and district
attorneys who could en-
force the state’s near-to-
tal abortion ban, which
goes into effect on
Thursday.

The law, known as
House Bill 1280, was
passed last year. It is
“triggered” into taking
effect on Thursday by
the U.S. Supreme Court’s
ruling in June on Dobbs

v. Jackson, which over-
turned Roe v. Wade’s
constitutional protection
for abortion access.

The plaintiffs want
a federal judge to issue
an injunction barring
Paxton and prosecutors
from using that law and
other statutes to target
those reproductive
rights groups for activi-
ties the groups say con-
servative state leaders
may politically oppose
but are still legal.

The groups want
the court to confirm that
“the Trigger Ban cannot
be enforced by any De-
fendant … in a manner
that violates Plaintiffs’
rights to freely travel,
freely associate, freely
speak, and freely sup-
port members of their

communities through fi-
nancial assistance, as
guaranteed by the
United States Constitu-
tion and federal law,” ac-
cording to the suit.

The named plaintiffs
are Fund Texas Choice, the
North Texas Equal Access
Fund, the Lilith Fund for
Reproductive Equity,
Frontera Fund, The Afiya
Center, West Fund, Jane’s
Due Process, Clinic Access
Support Network and Dr.
Ghazaleh Moayedi, an
outspoken Texas provider.

They’re asking for le-
gal protection to continue
fundraising and paying for
out-of-state abortion ex-
penses, including raising
funds for travel or other
costs or for the procedure
itself, as well as helping
pregnant Texans with lo-

gistical information about
legal abortions out of
state, according to the
lawsuit.

The Lilith Fund and
others have already
been targeted by the
lawyers and lawmakers
who helped craft the
Texas abortion bans
seeking to depose them
over abortions they
helped people pay for,
although no depositions
have happened yet.

Abortion clinics
have already stopped
performing the proce-
dure, fearing prosecu-
tion under state laws

that were on the books
before Roe v. Wade. In
this lawsuit, the plaintiffs
say they too have
stopped working in Texas
as conservative state
leaders and lawmakers
vow to punish them too
with ever-increasing
threats of criminal and
civil action.

“Agents of the state
of Texas contend that vir-
tually every activity of
those who assist pregnant
Texans to understand
their rights and medical
options is now subject to
criminal prosecution,”

Paxton could not be

reached for comment
late Monday.

The suit argues that
Paxton, along with “ac-
tivist legislators and their
associates,” are waging a
coordinated effort to ha-
rass organizations exer-
cising their right to free
speech by defending ac-
cess to abortions and
helping pregnant Texans
seek them legally under
the current bans. Most
of the latter involves fi-
nancial or logistical help
in obtaining an abortion
in another state where
the procedure is still le-
gal.


