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Jonathan Majors is a STAR

Op-Ed By Op-Ed By Op-Ed By Op-Ed By Op-Ed By Touré
theGrio
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Editor’s note: The
following article is an
op-ed, and the views

expressed are the
author’s own. Read
more opinions on

theGrio.

    (theGrio)  -
Jonathan Majors is a star.
I don’t mean that in the
sense of being someone
who’s known by lots of
people, i.e. a celebrity, but
in the sense that he’s one
of those rare, luminous
humans who shines in a
crowd. He’s a magnetic
and intense actor who
commands the screen
and demands you follow
him every second. He’s
the real reason to go see
“Ant-Man and the Wasp:
Quantumania.”

As the first hour of
that film unfolded and
veterans like Paul Rudd,
Michelle Pfeiffer and
Michael Douglas tap
danced across the
screen, I thought, OK,
this is a fine little sci-fi
movie. Then Majors’
character Kang arrived,
and suddenly, I was
sucked all the way in. He
makes every scene spe-
cial. It’s not just because
of his great voice or the

way that he can make
almost any line sound
like it has the gravity of
Shakespeare. It’s not just
because of his instru-
ment — his face is roll-
ing with Africanoid
curves in a way that re-
calls a beautiful statue.
His particular physiog-
nomy salutes our ances-
tors — he carries them
with him in his brow, his
nose and his mouth. If
archeologists recon-
structed the Sphinx and
found that face, I would
not be surprised. He is
Black male beauty per-
sonified.

In another uni-
verse, Majors would be

the actor who plays Cap-
tain America — because
who built this country?
— but in this one, he’s
Kang, the new
supervillain in the Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe
(MCU), the antagonist
strong enough to make
all the heroes afraid, and
the man who will tie to-
gether every major Mar-
vel film from now
through 2026 at least.
But I’m OK with that be-
cause Marvel under-
stands that you can’t
have a great Marvel
movie without an in-
triguing villain — the
studio really respects
that role. 

But also, Majors’
character Kang is not a
psychopath. He’s a bril-
liant scientist who’s fig-
ured out on his own how
to move between
universes. He doesn’t
have superpowers, he’s
just really smart. In
comic books, the char-
acter starts in the
31st century and then
leaps back to ancient
Egypt just so he can take
over. To him, time is a
construct that he can
manipulate at will,
which means the charac-
ter is genius, but it also
means the actor must
spend time carefully ex-
plaining his relationship
to time and making sure
audiences understand
— if we don’t compre-
hend Kang’s central at-
tribute then the rest of
the movie is hard to fol-
low and the stakes don’t
matter. Majors is so
good that he can make
Kang’s explanation of his
ability to play with time

seem real and honest. I
believe him completely,
even when he’s in the
midst of some wild sci-
ence fiction. 

Also, in the comics,
Kang is white. There’s no
reason why he has to be
white in the movies but
we know how small
some people’s imagina-
tions can be when it
comes to the race of fic-
tional characters. We
have fans who are mad
about the Little Mer-
maid being Black.
People are actually de-
manding that fictional
characters who are
white be played by ac-
tors who are white. So
it’s impressive for Ma-
jors to leap over all of
that to win a massive
job, and it’s inspiring to
see him take it away
from all the white actors
who were hoping for a
call.

Majors has been
rising to mega fame for
years — he shined in the

2019 indie “The Last
Black Man In San Fran-
cisco” and made HBO’s
2020 show “Lovecraft
Country” more power-
ful, and he elevated
Spike Lee’s 2020 film “Da
5 Bloodz” and the 2021
Netflix Black cowboy
drama “The Harder They
Fall.” Now that he’s at
the top level of the
game, he’s the big villain
in Michael B. Jordan’s
“Creed III” and in several
upcoming Marvel films,
including “The Kang Dy-
nasty.” With his im-
mense talent, looks and
stardom, we will surely
be watching Majors act
in huge roles for the rest
of our filmgoing days,
and I am so here for it.
He once told Sway that
one day he wants to do
a biopic about Frederick
Douglass. I don’t watch
slavery films anymore,
but I would give that one
a chance because I trust
that if Majors is leading
it, it will be powerful.
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NEW YORK (AP) —
CNN anchor Don Lemon
tweeted an apology to
viewers for his remarks
about Republican presi-
dential candidate Nikki
Haley shortly before re-
turning to work on
Wednesday, then stuck
to the news.

He made no men-
tion of his comments last
week that Haley was not
in “her prime,” during
“CNN This Morning,” in-
stead reporting on stories
like President Joe Biden’s
trip to Ukraine, the Ohio
train derailment and win-
ter weather.

Lemon, within the
hour before he went on
the air, tweeted that he
appreciated the oppor-
tunity to return to work.
He was absent for three
days.

“To my network, my
colleagues and our in-
credible audience — I’m
sorry,” he tweeted. “I’ve
heard you, I’m learning
from you, and I’m com-
mitted to doing better.”

His tweet made no
mention of Haley, who

called Lemon’s com-
ments sexist and has
been referring to them
in fundraising appeals.

On last Thursday’s
show, Lemon and fellow
hosts Poppy Harlow and
Kaitlan Collins had been
discussing Haley’s sug-
gestion that politicians
over 75 should be sub-
ject to mandatory men-
tal competency tests.

“Nikki Haley isn’t in
her prime, sorry,” Lemon
said. He said a woman is
considered to be in her
prime in her 20s, 30s and
maybe her 40s. Haley is
51.

He doubled down
on his message even af-
ter being challenged by
his female colleagues. “I
think we need to
qualify,” Harlow said at
one point. “Are you talk-
ing about prime for
childbearing or are you
talking about prime for
being president?”

After video of his
comments spread
quickly online, Lemon
tweeted regret for his
“inartful and irrelevant”

comments. He was
scolded the next day by
CNN chief executive
Chris Licht during an in-
ternal staff meeting, and
appeared on the call to
apologize.

Late Sunday, Licht
told staff members in a
memo that Lemon
would return to work
and undergo unspeci-
fied training. Licht said in
the memo, obtained by
The Associated Press,
that it was important
that the network bal-
ance accountability with
fostering a culture in
which people “can own,
learn and grow from
their mistakes.”

Lemon was
switched from his own
prime-time show when
a revamped “CNN This
Morning” was launched
in November, one of
Licht’s biggest swings
since taking control of
the network last year.

Between poor rat-
ings and awkwardness
between the new an-
chor team, it hasn’t gone
well.


