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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Over 65 years
of service.

DOUBLE “R”
GROCERY

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

*We cash ALL Tax Refunds
*Checks *Check Out

1721 E 12TH ST
AUSTIN, TX 78702

(512) 478-3451

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Specialist in HVAC repairs, service, replacement

Miguel Gamez
6912 Blessing Avenue

Austin, TX 78752
(737) 900-1931

Lic#: TACLB107926E
HAVCGamez512llc@gmail.com

HVAC
GAMEZ 512

   AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE (ACC) DISTRICT is soliciting
Requests for Proposals (RFPs) from qualified and interested
firms for Testing, Adjusting, and Balancing (TAB) Services
for Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC)
Systems, Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ).
• Request for Proposals (RFP) No. 992-26-280-00-M-JD-RFP
   All sealed proposals must be submitted to the Procure to
Pay (P2P) Department by no later than on Monday, July 27,
2026 at 12:00 p.m., Central Standard Time (CST). See
solicitation for details.
   Solicitation documents are available on the ACC P2P’s
website at:
• https://offices.austincc.edu/business-services/procure-
to-pay/procurement/advertised-solicitations/ or at
• https://us.workdayspend.com/rfps/public/1226043
   If you are not able to view this solicitation, please send an
email to the Buyer/Sole Point of Contact for the solicitation
as soon as possible.
   SOLE POINT OF CONTACT:
• Jennifer Dias, Buyer
• Email: jennifer.dias@austincc.edu
• Telephone Number: 512-223-1114
   Only electronically transmitted responses will be accepted
by the date and time indicated above, unless otherwise
stated in the solicitation documents.
   ACC will host an optional solicitation conference on July
14, 2026 at 9:00 a.m., CST via Zoom Virtual Meeting. See
solicitation documents for details.
   Notice: ACC Business Offices and campus locations will be
closed in observance of Independence Day on Friday, July 3,
2026.

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Texas’s Energy Economy Braces for
Volatility as U.S.–Iran Tensions Escalate

By Villager staff

(VILLAGER) - The renewed U.S. airstrikes on
Iran — and the missile alerts rippling across Kuwait,
Bahrain, Qatar, and multiple Iranian cities — carry
immediate implications for Texas, whose economy
is deeply tied to global oil stability. The Strait of
Hormuz is the world’s most important energy
chokepoint, and even the threat of disruption sends
tremors through markets that Texas producers, re-
finers, and consumers feel almost instantly.

Why Texas is uniquely exposed
Texas is not just an oil producing state; it is the

largest energy exporter in the United States, with
Houston, Corpus Christi, and Port Arthur serving as
major hubs for crude and LNG shipments. When
Middle East tensions spike, three things happen that
directly affect Texas:

· Oil prices rise — not because supply has
stopped, but because traders price in risk. Even lim-
ited strikes can push Brent and WTI upward, raising
revenue for Texas producers but increasing costs for
Texas drivers and businesses.

· Shipping and insurance costs jump, espe-
cially for tankers operating near conflict zones. That
affects Texas exporters who rely on predictable
freight rates to move crude and LNG to Europe and
Asia.

· Investor confidence wavers, slowing capi-
tal investment in Texas energy projects, particularly
LNG terminals and pipeline expansions.

These dynamics were already noted by ana-
lysts warning that even “limited attacks can raise
oil prices, increase shipping and insurance costs, and
undermine investor confidence,” a pattern that his-
torically hits Gulf Coast economies first.

Ripple effects across the Texas economy
Higher oil prices can temporarily benefit up-

stream producers in the Permian Basin, Eagle Ford,
and the Gulf of Mexico. But the broader Texas
economy — especially Central Texas — often ab-
sorbs the downside:

· Refineries face higher input costs, which
can translate into more expensive gasoline and die-
sel across the state.

· Manufacturers and logistics companies see
fuel surcharges rise, affecting everything from con-
struction materials to food distribution.

· Consumers in Austin and other metro ar-
eas feel the squeeze through higher transportation
and utility costs, especially during peak summer
demand.

For East Austin residents already navigating
affordability pressures, even modest increases in
energy prices can compound existing strains — from
rising electric bills to higher costs for goods trans-
ported into the region.

A geopolitical crisis with local consequences
The page you’re viewing describes a rapidly

widening conflict: U.S. strikes, Iranian threats of
“massive” retaliation, explosions reported across
multiple Iranian cities, and air raid sirens in Gulf
states. Each of these developments increases un-
certainty in global energy markets. Texas, as the
backbone of America’s energy infrastructure, sits
at the intersection of that uncertainty.

The crisis may be unfolding thousands of miles
away, but its economic aftershocks run straight
through Houston’s refineries, Midland’s oilfields,
Corpus Christi’s export terminals — and ultimately,
the household budgets of Texans from El Paso to
East Austin.

Texas’s Surrogacy Crackdown and the
Families Caught in the Middle

By Villager staff
(AUSTIN, TX) - Texas lawmakers are preparing

for a tense hearing at the Capitol on a proposal
aimed at blocking foreign nationals from hiring Texas
surrogates, a move that has already stirred anxiety
among reproductive rights advocates, immigration
justice groups, and medical professionals. The push
comes from a new plank in the Texas GOP platform
calling for a ban on commercial surrogacy for for-
eign nationals, and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has as-
signed the issue as an interim charge for the Sen-
ate Health and Human Services Committee. That
means lawmakers are studying the topic now,
gathering testimony and positioning themselves
for potential legislation next session, but no law
has been passed.

This debate is not abstract. It reaches directly
into the lives of families who already navigate lim-
ited access to reproductive care, mixed status
households, and the economic pressures of a city
where affordability is a daily struggle. Surrogacy in
Texas has long served families from around the
world whose home countries restrict or ban assisted
reproduction. Many of those families have deep ties
to Austin’s immigrant communities, and any at-
tempt to shut them out would introduce new un-
certainty into an already fragile landscape. At the
same time, Texas women who serve as surrogates
— often working class mothers supplementing
wages in a high cost city — could see a vital source
of income disrupted if lawmakers move toward re-
strictions.

Clinicians and attorneys warn that sudden lim-
its could destabilize reproductive services statewide,
creating ripple effects that would be felt first in
neighborhoods where access to care is already un-
even. Families who rely on local clinics, or who are
already contending with long wait times and insur-
ance barriers, could find themselves navigating even
more complicated rules. Mixed status families, in-
cluding households where one partner is a U.S. citi-
zen and the other is not, may face legal ambiguity
about whether they can pursue surrogacy at all. And
in a political climate where debates over immigra-
tion and belonging are already charged, the pro-
posal risks reinforcing narratives that certain fami-
lies are less welcome in Texas.

The hearing is not a vote; it is a fact finding
session where agencies, attorneys, and medical pro-
fessionals will testify. But the direction of the con-
versation matters. What lawmakers choose to em-
phasize — whether they frame the issue as a mat-
ter of border security, reproductive ethics, or po-
litical signaling — will shape the bill that emerges
next session. Still, the stakes are simple and deeply
personal: who gets to build a family in Texas, who
gets to participate in the surrogacy economy, and
whether the state’s reproductive care infrastructure
becomes more accessible or more restricted.

As the Capitol prepares for testimony, the
voices of communities most affected by reproduc-
tive care inequities will be essential in shaping what
comes next.

Man Shot and Killed by ICE in Houston by Villager staff

(HOUSTON, TX) - A Houston family is calling for
an independent investigation after 51 year old Lorenzo
Salgado Araujo, a longtime Houston construction
worker and Mexican national, was fatally shot by an
ICE officer during an enforcement operation on Tues-
day. Salgado, who had no criminal convictions and was
in the process of securing legal status, was driving co-
workers to a job site when ICE agents in unmarked ve-
hicles attempted to stop him.

Federal officials claim Salgado ignored commands
and attempted to ram an agent, prompting the officer
to fire in self defense, though they have released no
video or images supporting that account. His family
says he may have feared the unmarked vehicles were
attempting to steal his work tools, which he relied on
to support his family and send his children to college.

Three other men in the van were detained, but
ICE has not released their names or provided informa-
tion to their families, who say they have had minimal

contact since the shooting.
Civil rights groups and local leaders, including U.S.

Rep. Sylvia Garcia, are demanding transparency and an
independent probe, noting that ICE’s initial accounts
in past shootings have sometimes been contradicted
by later video evidence. Hundreds of residents marched
through Houston’s historic Magnolia Park neighbor-
hood Wednesday night, chanting “ICE out of Houston!”
and holding a vigil near the site of the shooting.

Mexico’s President Claudia Sheinbaum con-
demned the killing and said the government is prepar-
ing legal measures, citing a pattern of deaths of Mexi-
can nationals in U.S. immigration custody.

Salgado’s sons say their father was close to ob-
taining legal status and had carefully prepared for any
encounter with immigration authorities. They describe
him as a hardworking family man who spent decades
building homes across Houston and creating jobs for
others pursuing the American dream.


