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No Apology Necessary

LeBron James ©GETTY IMAGES / GARRETT ELLWOOD / NBAE

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

I don’t get it.
Then again, I do.
Why did LeBron

James recently walk
back his comments
about Brittney Griner’s
detainment in Russia
and U.S. patriotism like

Michael Jackson per-
forming the moonwalk?

James meant ex-
actly what he said during
a trailer scene on his
show, “The Shop,” that
he wasn’t sure he would
come back to America if
he was Griner, who has
been in Russian custody
since February for pos-
sessing cannabis vape
cartridges. Griner pled
guilty to the charges, but
the U.S. State Depart-
ment is arguing she was
wrongfully detained, al-
though not very well I
might add.

To repeat, James
wasn’t misquoted nor

were his words taken out
of context when he said
what he said, which was:
“She’s been there over
110 days. Now, how could
she feel America has her
back? I would be feeling
like, ̀ Do I even want to go
back to America?’“

Lebron owns “The
Shop.” He could have
edited out those com-
ments if he didn’t want
them to go public.

No, he knew what
he was doing.

So why walk it
back? If you’re worried
about what people
might say or think twice
about plopping down a

couple hundred dollars
for a pair of LeBron 19s,
keep your thoughts pri-
vate. But don’t go back
on your word.

At last count, James
is the first active NBA
player to reach billion-
aire status, and the sec-
ond NBA player to reach
the milestone, joining
retired basketball icon
and Charlotte Hornets
principal owner Michael
Jordan. He shouldn’t be
counting his substantial
bottom line because
some folks were of-
fended by his com-
ments.

As a Black Ameri-

can, you can love this
country and criticize it
and challenge it to live
up to its ideals. Every
American regardless of
race, color and ethnicity
has the right of free
speech. That’s not me
talking. That’s according
to the U.S. Constitution.

But, no.
James, in a disap-

pointing about-face, at
least in my humble esti-
mation, did what so
many prominent ath-
letes, often Black (yes, I
said it) do when weigh-
ing their wallet against
taking an unpopular
public stance.

He chose his wallet.
As if possibly losing

a movie deal or a few en-
dorsements for speaking
his mind about Griner is
going to make a dent in
his bank account.

“My comments on
`The Shop’ regarding
Brittney Griner wasn’t
knocking our beautiful
country,” James re-
sponded in his apology
on Twitter. “I was simply
saying how she’s feeling
emotionally along with
so many other emo-
tions, thoughts, etc. in-
side that cage she’s been
in for over 100+ days!”

Sigh.

(THE HILL) - In Washington, call it a summer of
chaos. At nearly every turn, Democrats are stymied
while trying to declare progress in an election year.

Eager to nudge President Biden’s domestic
wish list through the Senate? Not enough Demo-
crats.

Fortify marriage and contraception rights in
statute to checkmate a conservative Supreme
Court? The House began taking action on Tuesday,
but the 50-50 Senate is a question mark.

Executive action? In courts, opponents chal-
lenge federal authority and the president’s pen.

Congressional investigations — are they seis-
mic or a sideshow? The public is impatient, dis-
tracted and in some cases assertively skeptical about
headlines and news coverage.

“Democrats start with the question of, ‘Are we
allowed to do this or not?’ And I think Democratic
voters will forgive you if you try, and later on it turns
out a court strikes it down,” former Republican-
turned-Democratic-adviser Kurt Bardella told The
Washington Post. “What they won’t forgive is if you
keep asking them to keep you in power, but you
don’t do anything with it, or at least try to do some-
thing with it.”

On the theory that reacting to perceived set-
backs is a form of offense, the House on Tuesday
overwhelmingly approved legislation that would
protect same-sex and interracial marriages amid

concerns that the Supreme Court’s ruling in Roe
could jeopardize other constitutional precedents.
The vote was 267-157, and 47 Republicans crossed
the aisle to join every Democrat (The Hill and The
Associated Press). Among GOP members who voted
yes: Liz Cheney (Wyo.) Tom Emmer (Minn.), Burgess
Owens (Utah), Scott Perry (Pa.), Elise Stefanik (N.Y.),
Ann Wagner (Mo.) and Michael Waltz (Fla.).

The Hill: Analysis of the 47 House Republicans
who supported Tuesday’s marriage equality protec-
tion measure.

It was a direct response to a separate opinion
written by Justice Clarence Thomas last month that
advocated rescinding high court decisions that pro-
hibit states from banning gay marriage and contra-
ception rights.

It is unclear whether the House-passed mea-
sure will come to a vote in the Senate, where at
least 10 Republicans would need to join every
Democrat to overcome a filibuster. The bill calls for
the repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act, which
former President Clinton signed into law in 1996.
Still on the books, it recognizes marriage as “only a
legal union between one man and one woman as
husband and wife.” The law defines a spouse as “a
person of the opposite sex who is a husband or a
wife.”

Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) said
Monday that the chamber should vote on enshrin-

ing those two rights (NBC News). On Tuesday, he
said marriage protections and access to contracep-
tion were Democratic priorities, but “we have more
priorities than we have time” (The Wall Street Jour-
nal).

Meanwhile, the White House wants to salvage
what it can of Biden’s reform agenda after Sen. Joe
Manchin (D-W.Va.) said he wants to wait before con-
sidering climate and tax provisions. The president,
short on votes and time, has urged House and Sen-
ate allies to try to pass remaining pieces to send to
his desk before the fall (The Hill).

Biden will be in Massachusetts today to talk
about climate change at the site of a former coal-
fired power plant that shuttered in 2017 but has
since been reborn as an offshore wind power facil-
ity. He will not declare a national climate emergency
during his trip, as had been urged by climate activ-
ists and Democrats, but the idea remains under con-
sideration, according to the White House (The Hill
and The Associated Press).

Amid Democrats’ frustrations and recrimina-
tions about major policy promises that some now
declare “dead,” Biden’s Senate allies are reluctant
to say that the president or Senate Majority Leader
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) bungled the overall legis-
lative strategy, reports The Hill’s Alexander Bolton.
The public second-guessing may grow louder this
summer.

Sweating Democrats ponder: What if?
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