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Sam Pollard’s Documentary Shines Light on
the Rich Legacy of the Negro Baseball Leagues

By Stacy M. Brown | NNPA Newswire Senior National Correspondent | @StacyBrownMedia

The 1944 Homestead Grays, winners of the Negro League World Series. (Art Carter Papers, Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)

(NNPA) - On the Black Press of America’s “Let
It Be Known” show, renowned filmmaker Sam Pol-
lard took center stage in an exclusive interview
about his new film that shines a spotlight on the
fabled Negro Leagues.

Pollard’s latest documentary, “The League,”
will make its world premiere at the Tribeca Festival
before a theatrical release in July.

Based on the book “The Negro Baseball
Leagues” by Bob Motley and Byron Motley, the film
counts as another triumph for Pollard, whose past
directorial works include the critically acclaimed
“Mr. Soul!”, “Sammy Davis, Jr: I’ve Got to Be Me,”
and “MLK/FBI.”

The documentary also boasts Ahmir “Questlove”
Thompson, the executive producer responsible for the
Oscar-winning “Summer of Soul.”

The film illuminates that the sport was inte-
grated in its earliest days, albeit with Black players
forming only a minority of team members.

That changed in the late 1800s, as racist white
players like Pop Anson of the Chicago White Stock-
ings, who infamously refused to take the field with
Black athletes, sparked a shift.

However, as Jim Crow laws engulfed the na-
tion, Black players were banned from the game.

In 1920, Rube Foster, a trailblazing Black base-
ball pioneer who excelled as a pitcher, manager, and
owner, founded the Negro National League.

Inspired by Frederick Douglass’ words, the
league adopted the motto “We Are the Ship, All Else
the Sea.”

Three years later, the Eastern Colored League
emerged as a competitor, culminating in the inau-
gural Colored World Series in 1924.

Foster, hailed as the “father of black baseball,”
serves as one of the documentary’s most compel-
ling subjects.

Noteworthy for pitching seven no-hitters and
inventing the screwball, Foster even taught the pitch
to white player Christy Mathewson of the New York
Giants, who popularized it.

Tragically, Foster met a grim fate, succumbing
to the effects of a gas leak in a hotel room.

He suffered from delusions and spent several
years institutionalized in an asylum before passing
away at 51 in 1930.

Although the Negro National League eventu-
ally succumbed to the economic pressures of the
Great Depression, other leagues emerged, serving
as a springboard for numerous Black players who
would later achieve legendary status.

Several of these players, including Ernie Banks,
Hank Aaron, Willie Mays, and Satchel Paige, would
eventually join Major League Baseball (MLB).

The documentary features captivating archi-
val interviews with these players and more.

The film poignantly chronicles the immense
challenges faced by Black players as they traversed
the country, often denied accommodation in ho-
tels and meals in restaurants.

Additionally, the Negro Leagues provided a
home for many talented Latino players from Cuba,
the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, and other
parts of Latin America.

Following World War II, with many Black ser-
vice members having bravely fought for their coun-
try, pressure began mounting for the integration of
MLB.

Notably, Paul Robeson became a prominent

advocate for this cause. Despite years of resistance
from MLB Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis,
who evoked comparisons to a character from “Birth
of a Nation,” progress emerged.

Landis died in 1944, and three years later, Branch
Rickey recruited Jackie Robinson as the first Black
player to join the Brooklyn Dodgers. Robinson’s entry
opened the door for other Black players such as Roy
Campanella, Don Newcombe, and Jim Gilliam, all of
whom had roots in the Negro leagues.

Effa Manley, a formidable businesswoman,
also features prominently in the documentary.

Known as the “First Lady of Negro Baseball,”
she co-owned the Newark Eagles and became the
only woman inducted into the National Baseball Hall
of Fame.

Manley fiercely advocated for fair compensa-
tion for Negro league teams when MLB began re-
cruiting their players.

The integration of baseball eventually led to
the decline of the Negro Leagues, which ceased op-
erations by the late 1940s.

Through masterful use of vintage footage, in-
terviews, oral histories, and contributions from
modern-day historians and scholars, the documen-
tary makes a case for the enduring significance of
the Negro Baseball Leagues.

Reflecting on his connection to the project,
Pollard said, “I grew up in the 1960s being a huge
baseball fan… But what I did not know much about…
was that [Jackie] Robinson had come out of the Ne-
gro Leagues and that the Negro Leagues had been
home to Black and Latino ballplayers who had to
play segregated baseball during the height of the
Jim Crow era.”

Ron DeSantis Wants Disney
Trial Pushed Back To After

2024 Election
By Sara Boboltz | HUFFPOST

(HUFFPOST) - As he continues his bid for the White
House, Gov. Ron DeSantis (R-Fla.) hopes to postpone a
trial in Disney’s civil lawsuit against him until well after
the 2024 presidential election, according to court docu-
ments filed Tuesday.

Disney sued back in April over allegations that the
hard-right governor retaliated against the company — one
of his state’s largest employers — over its political stances.

If the court sides with Disney, the trial would align
with the 2024 Republican National Convention, certainly
providing a distraction if DeSantis were to cinch the nomi-
nation.

DeSantis attempted to seize control of Disney’s self-
governing district in February. While he appointed his own
hand-selected board members to oversee the district, the
company thwarted him by stripping the board of much
of its powers.

Simone Biles returning to
competition in August

BY WILL GRAVES | AP

(AP) - Simone Biles is back.
The gymnastics superstar plans to return to

competition at the U.S. Classic outside Chicago in
early August, her first event since the pandemic-
delayed 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

USA Gymnastics announced Wednesday that
Biles, a seven-time Olympic medalist and the 2016
Olympic champion, is part of the women’s field for
the single-day event set for Aug. 5 at NOW Arena in
Hoffman Estates.

Biles has taken most of the last two years off
following her eventful stay in Japan in the summer
of 2021, where her decision to remove herself from
multiple events to focus on her mental health
shifted the focus from the games themselves to the
overall wellness of the athletes.

AUS launches survey for
travelers to help inform

expansion design
Austin, TX - Austin-Bergstrom International Air-

port (AUS) is embarking on a new era of transforma-
tion through the Journey With AUS airport expan-
sion and development program. Journey With AUS
projects will deliver improvements to not only ad-
dress today's record-breaking number of travelers,
but also prepare for future passenger growth in the
decades to come.

Comprehensive and honest passenger feedback
will help shape the present and future of AUS. The
survey will collect valuable information from passen-
gers, seeking insights into the airport's existing
strengths, specific areas that can be improved, and
aspirations for its future development.

For more information about the Journey With
AUS program, please visit, AustinTexas.gov/
AUSjourney.


