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2022 Pepsi National Battle of the Bands gives date, band lineup
by Defender News Service

(HOUSTON, TX) - Recently, event organizers for
the Pepsi National Battle of the Bands presented
by Toyota announced that this year’s event will take
place on Saturday, August 27 at NRG Stadium and
will kick off at 6p.m. CST. This announcement also
revealed the highly anticipated marching band
lineup and marks the beginning of the event’s dis-
counted ticket pre-sale window.

“Each year we strive to make the National
Battle of the Bands event an experience that not
only celebrates and amplifies the visibility of HBCU
marching bands, but also, serves and supports the
community,” says Derek Webber, National Battle of
the Bands Creator and CEO, Webber Marketing.
“Whether it’s working with minority business own-
ers and creating job opportunities, providing schol-
arships to college and high school bands programs,
or hosting a college recruitment fair where high
school students get accepted on-site, we have dy-
namic partners like Pepsi, Toyota, JP Morgan Chase
and more who are committed to our vision of cre-
ating sustainable impact within the communities we
serve.”

Starting today, discounted early bird tickets can
be purchased starting at just $15 and will be avail-
able until 8 am CST on May 19th or until they are
sold out. Following the early-bird window, tickets
will increase by $5. Tickets can be purchased at:
www.nationalbattleofthebands.com/tickets.

Created to celebrate, support, and recognize
the excellence of Black college marching bands, the
NBOTB is the largest HBCU marching band event
and the second largest African American event in
the state of Texas. More than 2,000 members from
eight of the nation’s top marching bands will kick
off their Fall marching band season at the NBOTB
while showcasing the culture of their universities
and their unique style and sound.

2022 marching band line-up:
-Alabama A&M University,
Marching Maroon & White Band
-Alcorn State University,
 The Sounds of Dyn-O-mite Marching Band
-Bethune Cookman University,
 Marching Wildcats
-Grambling State University,
 World Famed Tiger Marching Band

-Kentucky State University,
 Mighty Marching Thorobreds
-North Carolina A&T State University,
 The Blue and Gold Marching Machine
-Prairie View A&M University,
 Marching Storm Band
-Southern University,
 Human Jukebox
“We are thrilled to be welcoming eight of the

nation’s best marching bands to Houston,” said Har-
ris County – Houston Sports Authority (HCHSA) Vice
President, Chris Massey. “The National Battle of the
Bands is the perfect event to celebrate and amplify
the city’s love of arts, education, and HBCU culture.
We are looking forward to packing the house and

celebrating with fans from all over the country!”
The NBOTB partnership with HCHSA is a sig-

nificant one because it supports the advancement
of the event’s mission to enhance the exposure of
HBCUs and their marching bands, and the role they
play in educating aspiring musicians and develop-
ing future leaders. The partnership also aims to
boost the growth of scholarships and expand the
awareness of higher learning with music, arts, and
entertainment.

“Several official NBOTB events will also return,
including the Pepsi NBOTB Presented by Toyota Step
and Stroll Band Culture Kickoff, The Emerge Experi-
ence Entrepreneur Event Presented by J.P. Morgan
Chase, and HBCU S.T.E.M. College Recruitment Fair.”

COMMENTARY: COVID-19 Is Not Over! We Cannot Drop Our Guard
By James B. Ewers Jr., Ed.D.

Houston Forward Times

(HOUSTON FORWARD TIMES) - Sometimes we
come to conclusions too quickly. We want things so
badly that we think we can just make them hap-
pen.

Outlooks look good and they look promising.
We immerse ourselves in all that is good and refuse
to see the bad.

We are all guilty of rushing to judgments. That’s
just a part of life, I guess.

There are many instances where we use sta-
tistics to justify our reasoning. I have learned
throughout the years that we can make statistics
say anything we want them to say.

If you say the same thing to people, over time
they will start to believe you.

This past election is a good example of some-
one using the same story line and having people
believe them.

You see, there are fellow countrymen and
countrywomen who believe that Mr. Biden’s oppo-
nent won the election. That wrong and overused
statement continues to haunt our country.

Our nation is severely divided because of it.
Since 2020, we have been in a health crisis.

The Coronavirus has run rampant and roughshod
over the United States of America.

Our mindsets and our mental conditions have
changed dramatically.

In many of our families, this illness took its toll.
We could not escape it.

Pre-COVID-19, most of us were hopeful. Post-
COVID-19, too many of us are hopeless.

Dinner tables have one less seat and living

rooms have one less chair. The Coronavirus has
caused this permanent disruption.

America has forever changed as we have lost
thousands of our citizens.

It is a colorless disease. It has hit all of us, no
matter our skin color.

Medications are with us now and new systems
of safety have been implemented.

Before now, while I knew about the CDC (Cen-
ters for Disease Control), I can honestly say that I
didn’t pay attention to all of their statistical infor-
mation.

Now, I pay close attention to their COVID-19
data.

According to the CDC, unvaccinated people are
more likely to die from COVID-19. Does that scare
you?

I hope it does and makes you want to get vac-
cinated.

In a recent report in The New York Times, it
stated that there are about 68,000 COVID-19 cases
announced each day. Yet that only captures a por-
tion of the total.

That same report states that our country will
be approaching 1 million deaths from COVID-19 in
the coming weeks.

Dr. Anthony Fauci said, “The United States and
the entire world is still experiencing a pandemic,
but there are different phases of the pandemic.”

He added, “And what we are in right now is
somewhat of a transitional phase; out of the accel-
erated component into hopefully a more controlled
component.”

Cities and states are now loosening some of
the restrictions. One of the biggest is that you don’t
have to constantly wear your mask.

Most people that I know still wear a mask
wherever they go. I just think that kind of discre-
tion is still needed.

For example, in large-scale events, you still
don’t know who is vaccinated.

I believe we cannot drop our guard. Yes, we
are better than we were, but normal, we are not.
Will we ever be normal again?

That is a good question and one that cannot
be answered now.

According to the CDC, nearly 220 million
people, or roughly 66% of the population, are fully
vaccinated.

100 million people have also received their first
booster dose.

We are going in the right direction and that is
good news.

Encourage your friends and family to be cau-
tious and not to take chances with their health.

Know who you are around. Our lives are at
stake.

I value my life. Don’t you value your life?

Racial disparities, such as lack of access to
healthcare providers in BIPOC communities, are
not unique to COVID-19. These inequalities have
always plagued BIPOC (Black, Indigenous,
People of Color) people, and COVID-19 is just
another spotlight for them. (Harvard University)


