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Investigators Exonerate Men Convicted
in the 1965 Assassination of Malcolm X
By Stacy M. Brown | NNPA Newswire Senior National Correspondent | @StacyBrownMedia
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(NNPA) - Two of the men found guilty of the
assassination of Malcolm X are expected to have
their convictions thrown out on Thursday, the Manhattan district attorney, and lawyers for the two
men said, according to the New York Times.
The stunning reversal recasts history and reopens the case of the slaying of Malcolm X, who
died in a hail of gunfire at the old Audubon Theater
in New York’s Harlem area.
The exoneration of the two men, Muhammad
A. Aziz, and Khalil Islam, represents a “remarkable
acknowledgment of grave errors made in a case of
towering importance: the 1965 murder of one of
America’s most influential Black leaders in the fight
against racism,” the Times reported.
The newspaper noted that a 22-month investigation conducted jointly by the Manhattan district
attorney’s office and lawyers for the two men found
that prosecutors and two of the nation’s premier
law enforcement agencies — the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the New York Police Department
— had withheld key evidence that, had it been
turned over, would likely have led to the men’s acquittal.
The two men, known at the time of the killing
as Norman 3X Butler and Thomas 15X Johnson,

spent decades in prison for the murder, which took
place on Feb. 21, 1965, when three men opened
fire inside a crowded ballroom at the Audubon Ballroom in Manhattan as Malcolm X was starting to
speak.
Earlier this year, the civil rights leader’s daughters formally requested that authorities reopen the
murder investigation because of new evidence.
“Any evidence that provides greater insight
into the truth behind that terrible tragedy should
be thoroughly investigated,” said Ilyasah Shabazz,
one of Malcolm X’s six daughters.
Shabazz and her family cited a deathbed letter of confession from a man who was a policeman
at the time of the 1965 killing, alleging New York
police and the FBI conspired in the murder.
Raymond Wood wrote his responsibility was
to ensure Malcolm X’s security team were arrested
days before he was shot dead in Manhattan, the
daughters stated.
The men convicted were all members of the
Nation of Islam and were each sentenced to life in
prison.
At the time of his death, Malcolm X had separated himself from the Nation of Islam.
Assassins gunned him down at the age of 39.
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and Travis McMichael — all of whom are White —
are accused of hunting down and killing 25-yearold Black jogger, Ahmaud Arbery. The trial began
with a 5-minute video of Arbery’s shooting and
death.
Eleven Whites and one Black sit on the jury.
Judge Timothy Walmsley said he thinks exclusion
of Black jurors was racially discriminatory but did
nothing to correct it. All jurors must agree on the
defendant’s guilt or innocence for conviction or acquittal. The three men are charged with nine felonies including murder and aggravated assault.
Ahmaud, who was fitness conscious and a former
high school athlete, dreamed of building houses and
frequently stopped in to check on construction
progress on a house in the Satilla Shores subdivision where he was killed.

(NNPA) - A modern-day lynching is what Civil
Rights and Freedom Movement leaders are calling
the death of Ahmaud Arbery and the trial of three
White men accused of his murder.
Black pastors, churches, and communities
across the United States have been summoned to
Brunswick, GA. by Rev. Al Sharpton, Rev. Jamal
Bryant, and Benjamin Crump after statements in
court made by Attorney Kevin Gough. Gough, a defense lawyer for one of three White men accused
of killing the Black jogger, asked the Georgia judge
to limit the number of high-profile Black pastors
allowed to attend the proceedings.
Three men, William “Rody” Bryan, Gregory

You can locate providers for COVID-19 vaccines by
using Vaccines.gov or text your zip code to 438829
LQ6SDQLVK WRƓQGDQHDUE\FOLQLF

