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Brett Favre Controversy Highlights
Bigger Problem in Journalism

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist
BRETT
FAVRE

 (VILLAGER) -
Where’s the outrage?

You know? The in-
vestigative articles and
probing questions that
normally result when-
ever a Black athlete is
arrested for something
as mundane as jaywalk-
ing or Terrell Owens do-
ing pushups in his drive-
way after being sent
home by then Philadel-
phia Eagles coach Andy
Reid.

After all, Brett
Favre is a member of the
Pro Football Hall of Fame
and considered one of
the greatest quarter-
backs of his generation.
So why hasn’t the na-
tional media jumped all
over the article pub-
lished in Mississippi To-
day about how the
state’s former governor
assisted Favre, who’s
white, to use welfare
funding to pay for a vol-
leyball stadium at his
daughter’s school and
his alma mater at South-
ern Mississippi?

Folks, we’re talking
about an all-time great

football player joining
forces with the highest-
ranking politician in his
home state to divert mil-
lions of dollars intended
for welfare recipients.

Instead of being
the lead story on ESPN,
CNN and FS1, Favre’s
story has been pushed
to the back page.

Favre is white. The
folks who run main-
stream media are white.
To that end, it’s easier
for the media to criticize
a Black athlete than a
white athlete.

Journalism has a

problem, just like
America has a problem.

Is journalism rac-
ist?

To answer that
question, you have to
understand how the
profession evolved over
the last two decades.

Once upon a time,
when I was considered a
“rising” sports journalist
writing for some of the
biggest newspapers in
America, there were a
lot more journalists who
were Black;  a lot more
journalists, in general.

It seemed like there

was a Black sports writer
covering every NBA
team, and I’m not exag-
gerating. At the time, it’s
important to note that
the NBA, while not con-
sidered the “ghetto” of
pro sports beats, was
not considered as impor-
tant as Major League
Baseball, which was
dominated then - and
now - by white journal-
ists.

That all changed
when the NBA became
more mainstream. Sud-
denly, the NBA was con-
sidered a primo beat as

sports editors replaced
Black beat writers with
white beat writers. As a
result, the NBA - whose
players are more than 70
percent Black - are cov-
ered by predominately
white journalists.

The trend in sports
media away from
trained Black sports
journalists continues as
former Black athletes
are hired for positions
normally reserved for
trained Black journalists.
Television networks
have developed a for-
mula pairing a white

woman host with a
white male journalist
and Black male athlete.

What’s the solu-
tion? More people in the
newspaper industry like
Villager publisher Mr.
Wyatt, who gives me the
journalistic license to of-
fer my insights and opin-
ions from a Black man’s
perspective who has
seen everything there is
to see in professional,
collegiate and high
school sports.

The Villager de-
serves all of our contin-
ued support.

CALLS FOR BRETT FAVRE TO BE REMOVED FROM HALL
OF FAME FOLLOWING WELFARE SCANDAL GROW

by Niko Mann | BLACK ENTERPRISE

(BE) - Calls for ex-
Green Bay Packers’ quar-
terback Brett Favre to be
removed from the Pro
Football Hall of Fame, fol-
lowing the news that he re-
ceived millions of dollars
from a Mississippi welfare
fund, are growing, accord-
ing to NBC Sports.

Favre is accused of
stealing $5 million from
the state’s welfare fund in
order to build a volleyball
stadium at his alma mater
and daughter’s college,
the University of South-
ern Mississippi. Text mes-
sages revealed that Favre
knew where the money
was coming from and
what it would be used for.

One of Favre’s texts
said, “If you were to pay
me, is there anyway the
media can find out where
it came from and how
much?”

Following the news
that the ex-quarterback
and dozens of others
were being sued by the
Mississippi Department

of Human Services,
SiriusXM put his show,
The SiriusXM Blitz With
Brett Favre and Bruce
Murray on hold, CNBC re-
ported. Others began to
call for the 52-year-old to
be removed from the Hall
of Fame. However, it
seems unlikely that Favre
will be penalized, as the
Hall of Fame bylaws don’t
allow for removal.

When questions
arose about ex-NFL team
owner, George Preston
Marshall, being removed
from the Hall of Fame for
being a segregationist,
the Hall of Fame released
a statement noting it
wasn’t possible.

“Once elected, noth-
ing in the Pro Football Hall
of Fame’s bylaws allows for
the removal of a Hall mem-
ber.”

Bishop Talbert Swan
noted the hypocrisy of
NFL fans who had a prob-
lem with Colin Kaepernick
kneeling to protest but
have nil to say about

Tampa Bay Buccaneers
quarterback Tom Brady,
who received $960,855 in
PPP loans, or Favre steal-
ing from the poorest of
the poor. Mississippi has
an 18.8% poverty rate.

“Another tale of 3
QB’s Tom Brady took a
$1M PPP loan. He made
$83M that year and pur-
chased a multi million dol-
lar boat days after the loan
Brett Favre took $5M ear-
marked for people in MS
living beneath the poverty
level Colin Kaepernick took
a knee Who lost their NFL
career?”

Actor Michael
Rapaport also had a few
words for Favre, saying on
Twitter that he should be
ashamed of himself and
never again show his face
in public.

“A message for Brett
Favre & all of those in
Sports Media that think
this isn’t worth the news
coverage it deserves
@iamrapaport Stays Dis-
ruptive.”

THE
POST-GAME
ANALYSIS

by Thomas Wyatt

(VILLAGER) - The
Brett Favre scam should
be scouring TVs, radio
shows, and newspapers
alike. There should be no
stone that Brett Favre can
hide under; especially in
Mississippi. Shannon
Sharpe, an NFL Hall-of-
famer also hailing from
the state of Mississippi
had some outrageous
words for his fellow
statesman on his cable
sports show, Undisputed,
with Skip Bayless.

Sharpe called Favre
“a sorry mofo” when his
show aired a few weeks
ago, just after more de-
tails on Favre’s scandal
released. To be exact,
Sharpe said, “You got to
be a sorry mofo to steal
from the lowest of the
low.” In that statemen,
Sharpe isn’t wrong con-
sidering Mississippi ’s
residents are among the
poorest in the nation.

But what gets me
about this is how little

attention it is getting
compared to the Reggie
Bush fiasco. Bush won
the Heisman trophy in
2005. In 2006, Bush’s
family was investigated
for receiving “gifts”; a
violation of NCAA poli-
cies. The gifts in ques-
tion equaled to about
$291,600 in total. Mak-
ing a long story short,
Bush was stripped of his
Heisman trophy and all
his records at the Uni-
versity of Southern Cali-

fornia (USC).
Even now, with the

new NIL (Name, Image,
and Likeness) rules in
play within the NCAA,
Bush has yet to receive
his Heisman trophy
back. According to the
New York Times  and
Sports Illustrated, Bush
reached out to the NCAA
requesting the rein-
statement of his
Heisman Trophy and
various football records.
The president of the

Heisman Trust, Michael
Comerford, won’t even
accept Bush’s call.

So, let me be gruff.
Bush was punished, and
still being punished, for
his family accepting
“gifts” while he was at,
of all places, USC. Yet,
Favre’s scandalous ass
can’t even garner cover-
age from all the major
Sports cable networks
who made their names
reporting on Bush two
decades ago?


