
Page 6 ~ THE VILLAGER/February 3, 2023                                     DIASPORA                                  www.theaustinvillager.com

Report Reveals Police Issued 71 Conflicting Commands
and Impossible Orders to Tyre Nichols in 13 Minutes

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

@StacyBrownMedia

(NNPA) - Footage
from Tyre Nichols’ fatal
traffic stop found that
police officers issued a
barrage of confusing,
conflicting, and some-
times impossible to
obey commands.

If Nichols did not
comply, or even if he did,
the police would re-
spond with increasing
force.

According to the
footage analyze by the
New York Times, police
officers shouted a total
of at least 71 orders in
the roughly 13 minutes
before they radioed in
that Nichols was in cus-
tody.

The orders were
given in two separate
places: one near Nichols’
vehicle, and another
where he had run to avoid
being beaten severely.

The video revealed
that often the officers
shouted conflicting or-
ders, making it difficult
for Nichols to under-
stand and obey.

Nichols was or-
dered by officers to dis-
play his hand, even as
officers held the young
man’s hands.

At one point, they
shouted for him to get
down on the ground
while he was already on

the ground.
And when they had

his body under their
control, the officers still
made him change posi-
tions.

The experts agree
that the actions of the
Memphis police officers
were a blatant illustra-
tion of a widespread
problem in policing, in
which officers physically
punish civilians for per-
ceived disrespect or dis-
obedience, a phenom-
enon known as “con-
tempt of cop,” the Times
reported.

Professor of crimi-
nology and criminal jus-
tice at the University of
South Carolina Geoffrey
Alpert said, “It was far
more rampant in the
‘80s when I started do-
ing police work than in
the ‘90s or 2000s.”

Before body cam-
eras, police officers were
becoming more profes-
sional and less likely to
take things personally, as
appeared to have hap-
pened with Nichols,
Alpert stated.

Because of the po-
tential for escalation and
confusion during police
encounters, modern po-
lice training typically
calls for a single officer
to be present at the
scene to issue clear and
specific commands.

It also necessitates
that police officers re-
spond professionally
and proportionally to
any perceived act of de-

fiance.
The review by the

Times, however, shows
that the Memphis offic-
ers consistently did the
opposite.

There is no evi-
dence in the footage
that the present officers
did anything to prevent
the excessive use of
force. Actually, it seems
to prove the opposite.

After Nichols at-
tempted to flee the
scene, an officer can be
heard on camera saying,
“I hope they stomp his
ass.”

The T imes noted
four “crucial instances”
in which police officers
reprimanded Nichols for
disobeying incorrect or-
ders.

An officer is seen
pulling up to the inter-
section where Nichols’
car was trapped be-
tween two unmarked
police cars at the start of
the footage.

The cop springs out
of the car, gun drawn, to
join two others who are
racing toward Nichols.

When one of the
officers pulls Nichols out
of the car, the other two
immediately begin
shouting, “On the
ground!”

These are the initial
instructions in a series of
contradictory directives
that throw Nichols off.

Nichols notes that
the police officers have
ordered him to sit on the
ground.

However, several
officers can be heard
yelling the same order
with growing anger and
threats of violence.

One shouts, “Get
down on the ground! I
am going to tase your
ass.”

It appears that the
officers’ tension rises
when Nichols reposi-
tions himself, yet still as-
sures the officers that
he’s no threat.

“You guys are really
doing a lot right now,”
Nichols says. “I’m just
trying to go home.”

Nichols then pro-
tests, “I am on the
ground!” as officers
pinned his arms down,
pressed a Taser against
his leg, and barked in-
creasingly threatening
words at him.

Now one of the of-
ficers gives more de-
tailed instructions: ‘On
your stomach.’

Nichols is hit in the
face with pepper spray
three seconds later by
one of the officers.

Nichols is now sur-
rounded by officers who
demand to see his
hands.

However, one of
them has a hold on his
left arm, while another
cop has a hold on his
right. The police still
hadn’t made it clear how
they wanted Nichols to
behave.

A third officer rushes
up with pepper spray.

Then he warns,

“You’re about to get
sprayed good.”

The other officers
began punching Nichols
in the face.

Nichols reacts by
pulling his hands back to
cover his face. As the
punching gets more in-
tense, the pepper spray
is released.

Nichols again tries
to reassure the officers
that he is attempting to
cooperate, all the while
he attempts to wipe the
pepper spray from his
eyes.

“OK,” Nichols
pleads. “All right. All right.”

While one of the
officers has a firm grip
on Nichols, a second of-
ficer arrives and makes
the same demand: that
he show his hands.

Once again, Nichols
appears confused by the
competing instructions.

As he flails about,
the police officers issue
even more conflicting
commands and apply
more physical punish-
ment. Again, he is hit
with pepper spray.

After being pepper-
sprayed three more
times, Nichols is lying on
his side and rubbing his
eyes as two officers
stand over him.

An officer then
kicks Nichols in the face.

At this point,
Nichols is barely con-
scious or coherent, but
the police are treating
him as though he is ac-
tively resisting them.

“Lay flat, goddamn
it,” one officer yells.

As he lies there,
Nichols groans and
writhes in pain, having
repeatedly been tased,
kicked in the head,
punched, and pepper
sprayed.

When another of-
ficer yells, “Lay flat!”
they behave as if Nichols
is refusing to comply.

One officer lifts
Nichols off the ground
and forces him to kneel
by grabbing his hand-
cuffed arm. Another of-
ficer then repeatedly
hits him with a baton
while demanding, “Give
us your hands!”

He tries to avoid
being hit with the baton
as he is surrounded by
four police officers.

“Give me your
[bleeping] hands!” an-
other officer demands.

But Nichols, be-
cause of having an of-
ficer pin his arms behind
his back, another grip his
handcuffed wrist, and a
third punch him in the
face, simply cannot com-
ply.

He collapses to the
ground and cries for his
mom, but the brutality
continued.

In total, six officers
have been dismissed and
five stand accused of sec-
ond-degree murder. In a
press conference last
week, attorneys for two
of them said their clients
would be entering not
guilty pleas.

The experts agree that the actions of the Memphis police officers
were a blatant illustration of a widespread problem in policing, in
which officers physically punish civilians for perceived disrespect

or disobedience, a phenomenon known as “contempt of cop,”

Why are property taxes so high in Texas?

By Sergio Martínez-Beltrán
The Texas Newsroom

(TEXAS) -
Homeowners in Texas
pay some of the nation's
highest property taxes.
And state lawmakers
know it. Now that
they're back in session,
they’ve vowed to ad-
dress the issue, in part,
by spending $15 billion
to provide property tax
relief.

But, how did we get
to this point?

Dale Craymer, the
president of the Texas
Taxpayers and Research
Association, said the an-
swer is simple.

“Property taxes in
Texas are so high be-
cause that’s the price we
pay for not having a per-
sonal income tax in this
state,” Craymer said.

State tax systems
are usually looked at as
a three-legged stool —
one leg is property tax,

the second leg is sales
tax, and the third leg is
the personal income tax.

But Texas is one of
only nine states, includ-
ing Alaska and Florida,
without a personal in-
come tax. In fact, Texas
has never had one.

The chances of that
changing are almost
none.

In fact, in 2019,
lawmakers made it even
more difficult to enact
an income tax— now,
creating one would re-
quire two-thirds of the
Legislature to approve it,
plus voter support
through a statewide ref-
erendum.

“So those two legs
have to be made bigger
to make up for the differ-
ence,” Craymer said.

And it shows. Ac-
cording to the Tax Foun-
dation, Texas currently
has the 6th highest prop-
erty tax rate in the
county.

All of this worries
Vyasar Ganesan, an Aus-
tin educator who bought
his house in the city in
2017.

“I’m concerned
about my property

taxes, right? That’s the
bulk of what I’m paying,”
Ganesan said. “But it’s
not just about me — It’s
about my friends, my
coworkers.”

Ganesan works for
the Austin Independent
School District.

“Most of the
people I know, who I
work with, who don’t
own a home already,
don’t feel like they’ll
ever be able to own a
home,” Ganesan said.

Dick Lavine, a se-
nior fiscal analyst with
the left-leaning think
tank Every Texan, told
The Texas Newsroom
property taxes account
for about 50 percent of
the total taxes Texans
pay each year.

Of the property tax
funds collected, half
goes to the state’s pub-
lic schools. The rest goes
to cities, counties and
special districts, such
hospital or community
college districts.

Lavine believes one
way the state could give
homeowners property
tax relief is through ad-
justing school taxes.

“The way that

works is if they force the
school districts to, say,
lower their tax rates, or
they increase the home-
stead exemption reduc-
ing the amount of taxes
that are collected on
homes — the state,
through the school fi-
nance formulas, makes
up the difference,”
Lavine said.

He stressed public
schools would not lose
money, but they would
not be getting more
money either. That is,
unless the Legislature
allocates more funding.

This frustrates Aus-
tin homeowner Jenny
Stirrat, a former em-
ployee of the city’s
school district.

“Of course I want
my property taxes to be
lower. But, at the same
time, if all this money
was coming into AISD it
would be a totally differ-
ent ball game in the
school district,” Stirratt
said, adding that some-
times her library didn’t
have a working heating
system.

State lawmakers
have already said they’d
like to bump education

funding this session.
However, their

number one priority is to
use at least $15 billion
dollars to lower property
taxes. That includes $3
billion dollars to raise
the homestead exemp-
tion. This money is com-
ing from the billions of
dollars in surplus funds
the state has to work
with.

Gov. Greg Abbott
has said he’d like to see
even more than $15 bil-
lion spent on property

tax relief — signaling
we'll probably see lively
negotiations during this
legislative session.

Ganesan, the Aus-
tin resident, is some-
what skeptical about
these plans.

"So, there's a lot of
potential for what's to
be done with this sur-
plus, what I hope that
can come from all this
money coming in,”
Ganesan said. “But I'm
fearful — how far is it
really gonna go?"


