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Air Force
Academy Football

Player Dies
Suddenly At 21
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C3C Hunter Brown
(HUFFPOST) - A 21-year-old Air Force Academy

cadet who was an offensive lineman on the Falcons
football team died Monday after “a medical emer-
gency” on his way to class, the academy said Tues-
day.

Hunter Brown had left his dormitory when he
was stricken. First responders were unable to re-
vive him. The school didn’t elaborate on a cause.

“Hunter was a standout offensive lineman on
the Falcon football team and was well-respected in
his squadron,” Lt. Gen. Richard M. Clark, the Air
Force Academy superintendent, said in a statement.
“The entire U.S. Air Force Academy mourns his loss,
and our hearts and condolences are with his fam-
ily, his squadron, and all who were touched by this
incredible young man.”

The sophomore, originally from Lake Charles,
Louisiana, was pursuing a major in management and
a minor in French. He had completed back-to-back
winning seasons in 2021 and 2022 with Falcons foot-
ball.

Football coach Troy Calhoun praised Brown as
a “pure joy” who was beloved by his teammates.

“He was tough, a great worker, and no one un-
selfishly pulled harder for others than Hunter,”
Calhoun said. “His mom and dad, Candyce and
Dustin, raised a wonderful son who made each of
us a better person. We love our great brother, and
our thoughts and prayers are with Hunter’s incred-
ible soul and his family.”

Haitians seizing on legal path to
US rush to secure passport

by EVENS SANON | AP

Haitians line up outside an immigration office as they wait their turns to apply for a passport,
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023. President Joe Biden announced a massive
expansion of humanitarian parole on Jan. 5 for Cubans, Haitians, Venezuelans and
Nicaraguans that is reserved for those who apply online, pay airfare and have a financial
sponsor for two years. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph) ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — Hundreds of
Haitians are flocking daily to the sole immigration
office in Port-au-Prince, pressing against the bright
blue gate as they strain to hear whether their name
is called, hoping they will soon be chosen to live
legally in the U.S. under a new immigration plan.

The crowd has swelled ever since U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced Thursday 5 that the U.S.
will accept 30,000 people a month from Haiti, Nica-
ragua, Cuba and Venezuela. Those selected will be
entitled to work for two years if they have eligible
sponsors and pass background checks.

Those selected also will need a passport to
travel, prompting the daily rush at the immigration
office in Haiti’s capital.

“I’m here to leave Haiti, but I don’t want to
risk my life via a boat,” said Jennyfer Leonard, a 30-
year-old teacher, referring to how dozens of Hai-
tian migrants smuggled aboard boats have died in
recent attempts to reach the U.S.

“It would be nice to leave with my two kids for
them to have a future, but I’m not willing to take
the risk of them dying along the way,” she said.

So like hundreds of other Haitians in recent
days, she opted for the recently announced legal
route to the U.S. instead of joining the tens of thou-
sands of Haitians who have been intercepted at the
U.S.-Mexico border and deported.

On Wednesday, an aggressive crowd gathered
at the immigration officeunder a brutal sun to ap-
ply for a passport, pick one up, renew an exisiting
one or check on the status of an application.

“Is that my name? Is that my name?” people
shouted every time a government official ap-
proached the gate and called on someone.

Garry Saint Paul, 25, was among those waiting
to pick up his passport.

He previously worked in the neighboring Do-
minican Republic as a janitor at a hotel until his con-
tract and passport expired, forcing him back to Haiti
where he remains unemployed.

“Haiti is under siege,” he said. “Gangs are tak-
ing over. Why not leave if you get the opportunity?”

Gangs control an estimated 60% of Port-au-
Prince, growing more powerful and violent since
President Jovenel Moïse was assassinated at his
private residence in July 2021. Reported
kidnappings soared to more than 1,200 last year,
double from the previous year, and 280 killings were
reported in November, a monthly record, accord-
ing to the U.N.

“Life is really difficult,” said Leonard, the
teacher, whose brother is a truck driver in Philadel-
phia and has agreed to be her financial sponsor.

Violence also is a big concern for Salomon
Jean-Pierre, a 22-year-old accounting student who
stood in line near Leonard.

“The only thing Haiti promises you is death,”
he said.

Jean-Pierre doesn’t have a financial sponsor
yet, but he contacted his aunt in Atlanta, who said
she would talk to his cousin there and see if he could
help.

“I am going to get my paperwork ready just in
case,” Jean-Pierre said. “I’m hoping for the best, that
Haiti will change, but I don’t see a future. ... If this
works out for me, Atlanta, here I come!"

Poverty and hunger are deepening across Haiti,
a country or more than 11 million people where
more than 60% earn less than $2 a day. Inflation
has ballooned into double digits while Haiti grows
more politically unstable, with its last democrati-
cally elected institution — the Senate — expiring
Tuesday.

Promises to hold legislative and general elec-
tions have yet to materialize amid concerns over
growing violence.

Given the worsening situation, Saint Paul is
hoping his brother-in-law in Texas will financially
sponsor him for two years. He then plans to remain
in the U.S. after his stay expires.

“There’s no way I’m coming back,” he said,
adding that he expects the U.S. to renew or extend
the humanitarian parole plan. “I know that immi-
grants are the ones who built America. America is
always going to need immigrants.”

WASHINGTON (AP) — The IRS is beginning to
see “a light at the end of the tunnel” of its customer
service struggles, thanks to tens of billions of new
money from the Democrats' climate and health law
and the authority to hire more people, according
to an independent watchdog within the agency.

But that upbeat assessment from the National
Taxpayer Advocate is tempered by an early move
by the new House Republican majority to rescind
nearly $71 billion that Congress had provided the
IRS, even though the bill approved Monday is un-
likely to advance in the Democratic-run Senate.

In the report Wednesday to Congress from Erin
M. Collins, who leads the office assigned to protect
taxpayers’ rights under the Taxpayer Bill of Rights,
cited “more misery” for taxpayers last year and
spoke of the challenges still ahead. “I am just not
sure how much further we need to travel before
we see sunlight,” she said.

The report outlines how the 2022 tax filing
season was a continuation of the yearslong struggle
to process paper and electronic tax forms, answer
taxpayer phone calls and distribute tax refunds in a
timely manner.

The IRS was more successful in chipping away
at its mountain of unprocessed returns. The agency
began 2022 with a backlog of 4.7 million individual
returns and 3.6 million amended returns. By mid-
December 2022, the tax collector reduced that back-
log to 1 million individual returns and 1.5 million
amended returns.

Watchdog sees 'light
at the end of the

tunnel' for the IRS
by FATIMA HUSSEIN | AP

“Taxpayers and tax professionals experienced
more misery in 2022," the report said. “The good
news is that since the close of the 2022 filing sea-
son, the IRS has made considerable progress in re-
ducing the volume of unprocessed returns and cor-
respondence.”

One reason for the optimism is the infusion of
billions from the Democratic-powered legislation
signed into law this summer. It is meant to help re-

build an agency that hadn’t seen additional fund-
ing in decades. House Republicans, however, want
to rescind the money, saying it would bankroll an
army of 87,000 auditors who will harass middle-
class taxpayers rather than help them — claims that
are generally alarmist and misleading.

Another boon to the agency is that IRS offi-
cials used direct hiring authority to add 4,000 cus-
tomer service representatives in October who were
trained in taxpayer rights and technical account
management issues.

“We have been unable to provide the help that
IRS employees want to give and that the nation’s
taxpayers deserve,” then-Commissioner Chuck
Rettig said at the time of the announcement, “but
help is on the way for taxpayers.”

Shortly after the new money was secured,
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen directed the IRS to
develop a plan within six months outlining how the
tax agency would overhaul its technology, customer
service and hiring processes.

That report is due in the coming weeks.
Looking forward to the 2023 filing season,

Collins' report said the IRS will be starting "in much
better shape than the last two years.”


