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Texas says supply chain
issues have limited the

number of voter
registration forms it

can give out
BY ASHLEY LOPEZ | KUT NEWS

(KUT NEWS) - The Texas secretary of state’s office
is having more trouble than usual getting enough voter
registration cards to groups who help Texans register to
vote.

Sam Taylor, assistant secretary of state for commu-
nications, said supply chain issues have made it harder
and more expensive to get paper, which means the sec-
retary of state’s office will be giving out fewer voter reg-
istration forms to groups ahead of elections this year.

“We are limited in what we can supply this year,
because of the paper shortage and the cost constraints
due to the price of paper and the supply of paper,” he
said.

Grace Chimene, the president of the League of
Women Voters of Texas, said it is not unusual for the
secretary of state to not have enough forms to fill all the
requests it gets from groups like hers ahead of elections.
This particular shortage, however, is affecting an impor-
tant part of her group’s work: registering thousands of
newly naturalized citizens.

Chimene said in previous years, her group, which
has chapters across the state, has been able to get
enough forms to pass out at naturalization ceremonies.
Often, she said, the group partners with the state to give
out several thousand forms at each ceremony.

“The League in Houston registers about 30,000
new citizens every year through these ceremonies in the
past,” Chimene said.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been a
mix of in-person and remote ceremonies. Chimene said
her group has either been handing out voter registra-
tion materials at in-person events or they’ve been send-
ing out packets they put together ahead of time to those
new citizens.

Either way, the league and their volunteers often
ask for thousands of voter registration forms ahead of
these ceremonies.

“It’s a really important job that we do and we value
it, and I think the new citizens value it also," Chimene said.

Taylor said the secretary of state’s office has been
forced to limit each group to 1,000 to 2,000 registration
forms per request. He said this shortage is coming at a
time when many groups are seeking out new voter reg-
istration forms because of a change in Texas’ voter reg-
istration laws created under Senate Bill 1, a controver-
sial voting law that went into effect last month.

“The voter registration application changed this year
for one reason: It’s because the legislature decided to in-
crease the penalty for illegal voter registration from a class
B misdemeanor to a class A misdemeanor,” he said.

Previously, Taylor said that change had to be re-
flected on registration applications in order for them to
be approved. But, after this story was published Tues-
day, he clarified that's not necessarily the case.

“While we have made clear to officials and groups
that they should not be distributing the old version of
the Voter Registration form, county voter registrars may
accept completed voter registration applications on the
old form, so long as the application is otherwise valid,”
Taylor said in a statement Tuesday. “In other words, us-
ing last year’s form in and of itself is not fatal to the
voter’s registration application.”

Chimene said all these constraints present serious
issues for her group as they try to get voter registration
materials together ahead of these large naturalization
ceremonies.

“We are treating all organizations that request
these the same,” Taylor said. “We are trying to fulfill
these requests as fast we can. But the fact is we simply
don’t have the supply to honor every single request for
free applications.”

According to Chimene, this is one of the pitfalls of
Texas being among the few states in the country that
does not have online voter registration. Supply chain is-
sues are not as big of a problem when you can just di-
rect someone to a website.

She’s also worried about the message this sends
to newly naturalized citizens, which she said have been
under particular scrutiny by the secretary of state’s of-
fice recently. Chimene said the league is worried that
newly naturalized, eligible voters are being targeted by
the state’s latest focus on potential non-citizen voters.

“We are concerned about it, and we are looking
into it,” Chimene said. “It just sort all goes together: not
providing the service they are supposed be providing to
the citizens of Texas.”

Chimene said the secretary of state’s office has told
the league to seek out donations instead of relying on
the state for voter registration forms. She said she “didn’t
appreciate” this considering the fact her group is a non-
partisan nonprofit. However, Chimene said, her group
will try and do what it can.

“We will ask our supporters, we will ask our friends
and our neighbors,” she said. “And find out if we could
have somebody donate to get this done.”

US begins offering 1B free COVID
tests, but many more needed

By MATTHEW PERRONE and KATE BRUMBACK | AP

WASHINGTON (AP) — For the first time,
people across the U.S. can log on to a government
website and order free, at-home COVID-19 tests.
But the White House push may do little to ease the
omicron surge, and experts say Washington will
have to do a lot more to fix the country’s long-
troubled testing system.

The website, COVIDTests.gov, allows people to
order four at-home tests per household, regardless
of citizenship status, and have them delivered by
mail. But the tests won’t arrive for seven to 12 days,
after omicron cases are expected to peak in many
parts of the country.

The White House also announced Wednesday
that it will begin making 400 million N95 masks avail-
able for free at pharmacies and community health
centers. Both initiatives represent the kind of mass
government investments long seen in parts of Eu-
rope and Asia, but delayed in the U.S.

Experts say the plan to distribute 1 billion tests
is a good first step, but it must become a regular
part of the pandemic response. In the same way
that it has made vaccines free and plentiful, the
government must use its purchasing power to as-
sure a steady test supply, they say.

“The playbook for rapid tests should look ex-
actly like the playbook for vaccines,” said Zoe
McLaren, a health economist at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County. “They’re both things
that help keep cases down and help keep COVID
under control.”

A home test two-pack commonly sells for more
than $20 at the store — if you can find one, amid
the omicron-triggered rush to get tested. Since last
week, insurance companies have been required to
cover the cost of up to eight at-home rapid tests
bought at drugstores or online retailers.

The government website’s limit of four tests
may not go very far in some households.

Kristen Keymont, 30, is a voice and piano
teacher who teaches online and shares a house in
Ipswich, Massachusetts, with her partner and two
other people. When one of her housemates tested
positive just before Christmas, she and her partner
spent $275 buying more than a dozen tests.

“One test each is nice, I guess,” she said. “I’m
glad we have them, but we’re still going to need to
buy more if one of us gets exposed.”

It would be better, she said, if requests were
linked to each person rather than each residential
address.

Also, some people who live in buildings with
multiple units had their requests for tests rejected,
with the website saying tests had already been or-
dered for that address. As those complaints surfaced
on social media, people began sharing advice on
how to enter apartment or unit numbers in a way
that the website would accept them.

The U.S. bungled its initial rollout of govern-
ment-made COVID-19 tests in the early days of the
outbreak and has never really gotten back on track.
While private companies are now producing more
than 250 million at-home tests per month, that is
still not enough to allow most Americans to fre-
quently test themselves.

The Biden administration focused most of its
early COVID-19 efforts on rolling out vaccines. As
infections fell last spring, demand for testing plum-
meted and many manufacturers began shutting
down plants. Only in September — after the delta
surge was in full swing — did the Biden administra-
tion announce its first federal contracts designed
to jump-start home test production.

Countries like Britain and Germany purchased

and distributed billions of the tests soon after they
became available last year.

“If you leave the manufacturers to their own
devices, they’re just going to respond to what’s hap-
pening right now,” said Dr. Amy Karger, a testing spe-
cialist at the University of Minnesota Medical
School. “And then there’s not a lot of bandwidth if
something surprising happens, as it did with omi-
cron.”

Even with government intervention, the U.S.
faces a massive testing load because of its popula-
tion, which is five times larger than Britain’s.

The U.S. would need 2.3 billion tests per month
for all teens and adults to test themselves twice per
week. That’s more than double the number of at-
home tests the administration plans to distribute
over several months.

Dr. David Michaels, a former member of Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s COVID-19 advisory board, said the
administration will probably need to request more
federal money to fund testing for years to come.

“Congress was willing to put trillions of dollars
into infrastructure primarily to improve transpor-
tation. This is infrastructure,” said Michaels, a pub-
lic health professor at George Washington Univer-
sity. “We need billions more in testing to save lives
and maintain the economy.”

For now, testing will probably continue to be
strained. And even the most bullish proponents say
the U.S. will have to carefully weigh where home
tests can have the greatest benefit — for instance,
by dispensing them to those most vulnerable to the
virus.

“The fact is we just don’t have that kind of mass
testing capacity in the U.S.” said Dr. Michael Mina,
chief science officer for home testing service eMed,
who once called for using billions of tests per month
to crush the pandemic. “We should now be think-
ing about how to use these tests in a strategic way.
We don’t want to just dilute them out across the
population.”

Mina was until recently a professor at Harvard
and has informally advised federal officials on test-
ing.

Mina and others acknowledge widespread use
of rapid tests is not without its downsides. Results
from at-home tests are seldom reported to health
authorities, giving an imperfect picture of the
spread and size of the pandemic.

More than 2 million test results a day are be-
ing reported to U.S. health officials, but nearly all
of them come from laboratory-processed tests.
Some researchers estimate the real number of daily
tests is roughly 5 million, when accounting for at-
home ones.


