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Inequitable Algorithms: Facial Recognition’s
Alarming Pattern of Misidentifying Black

Individuals Sparks Calls for Reform

by Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

@StacyBrownMedia

(NNPA) - Recent re-
search conducted by Sci-
entific American Online
supported fears that fa-
cial recognition technol-
ogy (FRT) can worsen ra-
cial inequities in polic-
ing. The research found
that law enforcement
agencies that use auto-
mated facial recognition
disproportionately ar-
rest Black people.

The report’s au-
thors stated that they
believe these results
come from factors that
include the “lack of Black
faces in the algorithms’
training data sets, a be-
lief that these programs
are infallible, and a ten-
dency of officers’ own
biases to magnify these
issues.”

FRT was again cast
in a negative light after
the arrest of a 61-year-
old grandfather, who is
now suing Sunglass
Hut’s parent company
after the store’s facial
recognition technology
mistakenly identified
him as a robber. Harvey
Eugene Murphy Jr. was
subsequently held in jail,
where he says he was
sexually assaulted, ac-
cording to a lawsuit.

The robbery oc-

curred at a Sunglass Hut
store in Houston, Texas,
when two gun-wielding
bandits stole thousands
of dollars in cash and
merchandise. Houston
police identified Murphy
as a suspect, even
though he lived in Cali-
fornia.  They arrested
Murphy when he re-
turned to Texas to renew
his driver’s license. His
lawsuit claims that,
while in jail, he was sexu-
ally assaulted by three
men in a bathroom,
causing him to suffer
lifelong injuries.

The Harris County
District Attorney’s Office
later determined
Murphy was not in-

volved in the robbery,
but the damage was al-
ready done while he was
in jail, his lawyers said in
a news release.

“This is precisely
the kind of situation
we’ve been warning
about for years: that
these systems, whatever
their theoretical reliabil-
ity, are in practice so fin-
icky and consequential
that they cannot be
fixed,” Os Keyes, an Ada
Lovelace Fellow and PhD
Candidate at the Univer-
sity of Washington, told
Vice News.

“The only thing I’d
push back on is
Murphy’s lawyer’s claim
that it could happen to

anyone; these systems
are attractive precisely
because they promise to
automate and speed up
‘business as usual,’
which includes launder-
ing existing police biases
against people who are
already in the system,
minority groups, and
anyone else who doesn’t
fit. This outcome is as
inevitable as it is horrify-
ing and should be taken
as a sign to restrict and
reconfigure policing in
general as well as FRT in
particular.”

Scientific American
researchers noted that
the algorithms used by
law enforcement “are
typically developed by

companies like Amazon,
Clearview AI and
Microsoft, which build
their systems for differ-
ent environments.” They
argued that, despite
massive improvements
in deep-learning tech-
niques, federal testing
shows that most facial
recognition algorithms
perform poorly at iden-
tifying people besides
white men.

In 2023, the Federal
Trade Commission pro-
hibited Rite Aid from us-
ing FRT after the company
wrongly accused individu-
als of shoplifting. CBS
News noted that, in one
incident, an 11-year-old
girl was stopped and

searched by a Rite Aid
employee based on a
false match.  Also last
year, the Detroit Police
Department was sued by
a woman whom their
technology misidentified
as a carjacking suspect.
Eight months pregnant at
the time, Porcha Woo-
druff was jailed after po-
lice incorrectly identified
her using FRT.

The FTC acknowl-
edged that people of
color are often
misidentified when us-
ing FRT. “Disproportion-
ate representation of
white males in training
images produces
skewed algorithms be-
cause Black people are
overrepresented in
mugshot databases and
other image repositories
commonly used by law
enforcement,” Scientific
American researchers
determined. “Conse-
quently, AI is more likely
to mark Black faces as
criminal, leading to the
targeting and arresting
of innocent Black
people.

“We believe that
the companies that
make these products
need to take staff and
image diversity into ac-
count. However, this
does not remove law
enforcement’s responsi-
bility. Police forces must
critically examine their
methods if we want to
keep this technology
from worsening racial
disparities and leading
to rights violations.”

Dexter Scott King, son of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr., has died of cancer at 62

By The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Dexter Scott King, the younger son
of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott
King, died Monday after battling prostate cancer.

The King Center in Atlanta, which Dexter King
served as chairman, said the 62-year-old son of the
civil rights icon died at his home in Malibu, Califor-
nia. His wife, Leah Weber King, said in a statement
that he died "peacefully in his sleep."

The third of the Kings' four children, Dexter
King was named for the Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church in Montgomery, Alabama, where his father
served as a pastor when the Montgomery bus boy-
cott launched him to national prominence in the
wake of the 1955 arrest of Rosa Parks.

Dexter King was just 7 years old when his father
was assassinated in April 1968 while supporting strik-
ing sanitation workers in Memphis, Tennessee. In his
2004 memoir, "Growing Up King," Dexter King recalled
his father's slaying as the end of a carefree childhood.

"Ever since I was seven, I've felt I must be for-
mal," he wrote, adding: "Formality, seriousness,
certitude — all these are difficult poses to main-
tain, even if you're a person with perfect equilib-
rium, with all the drama life throws at you."

As an adult, Dexter King became an attorney
and focused on shepherding his father's legacy and
protecting the King family's intellectual property. In
addition to serving as chairman of the King Center,
he was also president of the King estate.

In addition to his work with the King Center,
Dexter King was known for the striking resemblance
he bore to his father. They looked so much alike that
the son ended up portraying his famous father in a
2002 TV movie about Parks.

Coretta Scott King died in 2006, followed by
the Kings' oldest child, Yolanda King, in 2007.

"Words cannot express the heart break I feel

from losing another sibling," the Rev. Bernice A.
King, the youngest of the four, said in a statement.

His older brother, Martin Luther King III, said:

"The sudden shock is devastating. It is hard to have
the right words at a moment like this. We ask for
your prayers at this time for the entire King family."

Dexter King, son of the late civil rights leader Martin Luther King
Jr., listens to arguments in the State Court of Criminal Appeals in
Jackson, Tenn., Friday, Aug. 29, 1997, to determine whether two
Memphis judges overstepped their authority surrounding the
investigation of the King assassination. The King Center in Atlanta
said the 62-year-old died Monday at his California home.
(Helen Comer/The Jackson Sun via AP)


