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Report Shows America’s Major Cities
are Pricing Out Black Residents

Sam’s Bar-B-Que on east 12th Street.
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Black households
experienced the steepest
declines in affordable
neighborhoods in the years
preceding the pandemic.

holds decreased by 14 percent.
The majority of neighborhoods affordable for
Black, Latinx, and low-income households are lower
opportunity neighborhoods.
Among the zip codes with affordable rental
housing for the median-income Black household,
82 percent were either “low” or “very low” — the
bottom two quintiles on the Child Opportunity Index — while only 38 percent of zip codes affordBy Stacy M. Brown
able for the median-income white household were
NNPA Newswire
“low” or “very low” opportunity.
Senior National
“Although this analysis is based on pre-panCorrespondent
demic
data, all signs indicate that the trend of
@StacyBrownMedia
shrinking housing opportunity continues, and, if
anything, conditions have worsened,” the authors
(NNPA) - At the onset of the pandemic, there America.
wasn’t a single state, region, or county in America
Across the 100 most populous metropolitan determined.
They noted that in 2021, rents increased by at
where a full-time worker earning the minimum areas, the number of zip codes where the median
least
10 percent in 149 metropolitan regions,
wage could afford a two-bedroom rental home, and market rents are affordable to low-income housenearly half of Black and Latinx renters (and more holds declined 50 percent between 2013 and 2019 whereas only three metros experienced that level
than a third of all renters) were paying unaffordable (from 17 percent of zip codes to 8 percent), accord- of rent growth in 2019.
Lower income renters, low-wage workers, and
rent, a new report has revealed.
ing to the report.
The National Equity Alliance released “The
The authors noted that the trend of declining small businesses serving communities of color were
hardest hit by the pandemic’s economic fallout.
Shrinking Geography of Opportunity in Metro affordability was widespread.
The report highlighted that nearly six million
America,” this week, and found that the coronavirus
The number of neighborhoods with affordable
pandemic continues to both illuminate and deepen median market rents shrunk in 81 metropolitan re- renter households are currently behind on rent —
the challenges of structural racism and housing in- gions, remained approximately the same in 16 of about double the pre-pandemic baseline.
“Achieving racial equity and a just economy
equity in the United States.
them, and increased in only three regions.
requires
changing this paradigm and ensuring that
“While rent relief programs are sunsetting and
Further, Black and Latinx households have the
rents are skyrocketing, millions of renters negatively fewest choices when it comes to affordable neigh- households living on low incomes can live in affordable homes in neighborhoods that support their
impacted by the pandemic’s economic fallout face borhoods.
crushing rent debt, eviction, and homelessness,” the
In 2019, only 7 percent of zip codes in the top health and economic success,” the authors deterreport’s authors wrote.
100 metros had median market rents affordable to mined.
They concluded:
“And the renters who have been hit the hard- Black households at the median income for all Black
“The crisis of housing affordability remains an
est are disproportionately people of color and households in the metro.
people living on low incomes. This extreme precarity
For Latinx households at the median income, urgent challenge for communities across the counstems from a housing crisis that has plagued com- just 16 percent of zip codes had affordable median try, and it is being driven by both national and local
forces.
munities for decades.”
market rents.
“As our analysis shows, there is a growing gap
Thai Le, a postdoctoral fellow at the University
Black households experienced the steepest
of Southern California’s Equity Research Institute; declines in affordable neighborhoods in the years in access to affordable housing and high-quality
neighborhoods for working-class renters and rentEdward Muña, project manager at the institute; preceding the pandemic.
Sarah Treuhaft, vice president of Research at
Between 2013 and 2019 — even as the ers of color.
“Protecting renters at risk of eviction and enPolicyLink, and Rasheedah Phillips, director of hous- economy was recovering and median incomes insuring
all households have access to safe and afing at PolicyLink; joined to author the study.
creased for households of all races and ethnicities
They revealed that working-class households — the number of zip codes with median market fordable housing is key to an equitable recovery and
face a shrinking geography of opportunity in metro rents affordable to median-income Black house- a strong economy built on shared prosperity.”

Gov. Abbott is betting on anti-immigration policies to win reelection. Will it work?
The Texas Newsroom | By Sergio Martínez-Beltrán
(The Texas Newsroom) - Gov. Greg Abbott’s
latest — and potentially most controversial controversial to date — immigration-related proposal
would “resurrect” a U.S. Supreme Court case that
requires states to educate all children, including
students who are undocumented.
Abbott, who is running for reelection in November, recently hinted the state was going to challenge Plyler v. Doe — the landmark 1982 U.S. Supreme Court decision.
In an interview last week with conservative
radio talk show host Joe Pags, the Republican governor said the challenges put on the state’s public
education system by children who don’t speak English is “extraordinary.” Abbott did not elaborate or
provide evidence backing up his comments.
“Think about what they are trying to grapple

with in our schools — It’s not just Spanish that teachers have to deal with, it’s multiple languages,”
Abbott said. “The expenses are extraordinary and
the times are different than when Plyler v. Doe was
issued many decades ago.”
Abbott’s comments came the same day as Politico released a leaked Supreme Court draft opinion where a majority of the justices voted to overturn Roe v. Wade.
The governor has made immigration a cornerstone of his gubernatorial reelection campaign, and
it seems he's not afraid of implementing policies
that even stir backlash from members of his own
party. Whether his policies will help him win reelection remains to be seen.
However, Joshua Blank, the research director
at the Texas Politics Project at the University of

Texas-Austin, told The Texas Newsroom that
Abbott’s overpolitization of immigration could help
him.
“By keeping attention on immigration and border security you have a campaign issue that puts
Democrats on the defensive, plays into the national
narrative and the national environment that is providing significant headwinds for Democrats, but also
highlights an issue that really activates and speaks
to your base voters,” Blank said.

