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After calls for
energy

conservation,
Texas grid

officials vow the
lights will
'stay on'

By Mose Buchele | KUT 90.5

ERCOT's latest seasonal assessment concludes
Texas should be able to get through the hottest
months without rolling blackouts under all but the
most extreme scenarios. [Julia Reihs/KUT]

(KUT) - Friday's out-of the blue call for energy
conservation showed the system is working exactly
as intended, grid operators suggested Tuesday.

Six natural gas power plants had broken down
amid a heat wave and historically high electricity
demand. The sudden drop in electricity supply
rattled the system through the weekend.

During a press conference Tuesday, the heads
of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas and the
state’s Public Utility Commission dismissed concerns
that more power plants could suddenly break down.
They said the power grid was ready for record-
breaking energy demand this summer.

“The lights are going to stay on this summer,
and thank you for playing your part in ensuring grid
reliability,” Peter Lake, the chair of the Public Util-
ity Commission of Texas, said. “We're all part of this
together.”

On Monday, ERCOT released its quarterly
evaluation of the electric grid, called a Seasonal As-
sessment of Resource Adequacy. The report found
that Texas' energy reserves are bigger than they've
been in years. It concludes the state should be able
to get through the hottest months without rolling
blackouts under all but the most extreme scenarios.

But some independent analysts say the assess-
ment downplays the likelihood of those scenarios
and the possibility of multiple failures cropping up
on the system simultaneously.

“I don't think the grid is ready to handle an-
other 2011-style heat wave,” said Dan Cohan, a pro-
fessor of civil engineering at Rice University. “I don't
think the grid is ready to supply all the demand with-
out at least having some localized, very brief, roll-
ing blackouts this summer. "

2011 was Texas’ hottest year on record. Me-
teorologists and the state climatologist have warned
that Texans could be in store for something close if
current weather trends continue.

The release of the power grid’s seasonal as-
sessment came at an awkward time for the state
officials. The high demand and sudden drop in elec-
tricity generation a few days earlier signaled supply
had gotten tighter than it had since last summer,
prompting the conservation request.

But the heads of ERCOT and the PUC insisted
Tuesday the fact that an official “energy emergency
alert” was not declared Friday meant good things
for Texas, while hinting that conservation requests
could remain a fact of life in the state.

“Conservation is a good thing,” said Brad Jones,
ERCOT’s interim head. “We hope that each of you
will turn to conservation as a way to both lower your
bill as well as to help all of us in the [electricity]
market.”

Jones previously has said he plans to step down
from his role at ERCOT before August.

Austin's first
Black Men’s

Health Clinic aims
to build

relationships
By Jennifer Castillo

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The Black Men's Health Clinic is now open
in Northeast Austin. (Jennifer Castillo/
Community Impact Newspaper)

(COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER) - The Black
Men’s Health Clinic, located at 6633 E. Hwy. 290, Austin,
is a clinic for Black men and other men of color in Travis
County, particularly for uninsured men, to receive physi-
cal, mental and career services.

Although the clinic opened in February, it will begin
accepting patients this summer and fall.

In Travis County, Black and Hispanic men have the
highest rates of morbidity and mortality, according to a
2020 report from the African American Youth Harvest
Foundation. While the nonprofit clinic is still developing
its services, founder Larimen Wallace and many support-
ers involved hope to build a relationship between Black
men and health care through faith, medicine and trust.

“I want men to see this as a place of safety, of resto-
ration and hope,” Wallace said.

Wallace is retired and was previously enterprise chief
administrative officer for Central Health, the Travis County
public health taxing entity that provides access to a net-
work of clinics with services for low-income and uninsured
residents.

The clinic’s partners include the Alliance for African
American Health in Central Texas; the Texas Christian Re-
covery and Other Support Services, or TX CROSS; and The
University of Texas School of Nursing, where a participant
blood pressure study will be conducted.

“Being an African American, I could see the needs. I
have friends, talked to people in the community, and in
my professional experience, it was clear that we weren't
reaching the men of color. And so the question was why,”
Wallace said.

Medical mistrust, even in local health care, was
Wallace’s answer.

In the last decade, Austin’s Black community, about
7% of the city’s population, has generally moved toward
the northeastern part of the city, according to demo-
graphic landscape data from the Austin Housing and Plan-
ning Department.

As health services in Austin adjust to demographic
changes, a major barrier for Black men still remains un-
addressed: A historic medical mistrust has factored into
Black men being at risk for various heart diseases and
having the shortest lifespan of any demographic group,
according to the Cleveland Clinic.

Lea Walker-Clark, founder of TX CROSS, a for-profit
mental health service and a mental health provider for
the clinic, said conversations about physical and mental
health in barbershops, other people's homes and religious
settings can help dispel medical misconceptions because
they are trustworthy spaces for the Black community.

“People have to be driven here through portals of
online and verbal conversations, business cards and leaf-
lets. We are talking about a subject area that everybody
doesn't eat like popcorn,” Walker-Clark said.

Yet the clinic faces a challenge: It needs to get the
word out and create a safe space for men seeking help.

“It’s OK to go to the doctor. A lot of Black men won't
go because they don't understand the terminology of
hospitals and what doctors say,” said Kiounus Williams,
who is a coach for A Better Me, a nutritional and lifestyle
program from the Alliance for African American Health in
Central Texas.

From a young age, Williams said he noticed many
members of his family, particularly his male relatives, go
through many medical hardships after neglecting their
body or having limited health services.

Despite his family history, Williams said he believes
positive change will occur in the clinic where Black men
can receive low-cost health services and see practitioners
who look like them and listen to them, building a trust-
worthy relationship.

“It's going to take a collective of people who are
passionate along with people who have the power to make
it happen,” Williams said. “I think a lot of the conversa-
tions aren't held because those who are passionate are
afraid of backlash that may come or they're afraid of the
responsibility that it takes to do it, but one person can
get inspired by another person and it becomes a domino
effect.”

Jennifer Castillo is a reporting fellow for a Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper and The University of Texas at
Austin partnership with a focus our growing and diverse
neighborhoods. The project is supported by the School of
Journalism and Media’s Dallas Morning News Innovation
Endowment.

Judge rejects
voting rights suit

against city
BY JO CLIFTON | AUSTIN MONITOR

(AUSTIN MONITOR) - In a brief letter Tues-
day, Travis County District Court Judge Lora
Livingston ruled in favor of the city of Austin and
against plaintiffs who argued they were being de-
nied their right to vote as a result of redistricting.
The plaintiffs argued that, when they were moved
into another district that isn’t voting this year, they
lost the ability to cast a vote they would have had in
their previous districts. The virtual hearing was held
last week.

Attorney Bill Aleshire argued on behalf of the
13 plaintiffs seeking to force the city to hold elec-
tions in districts 2, 4, 6, 7, and 10 in November. The
city currently is scheduled to hold elections for mayor
and City Council districts 1, 3, 5, 8, and 9.

Some people were moved from one district to
another; for example, from District 1 to District 4,
where Council Member Chito Vela was elected with
the previous constituency of his district in January.
He will finish out the term of his predecessor, Greg
Casar, who left to run for Congress.

The plaintiffs argued that the new members of
that district were disenfranchised because they will
not be able to vote on a district representative until
2024. Other voters were moved from District 4 to
District 1, making them eligible to vote again in No-
vember.

However, Judge Livingston ruled that the city
charter’s staggered term requirement does not vio-
late the Texas Constitution as a whole, or the
constitution’s equal protection clause.

Attorneys for the city argued that the courts
have already rejected arguments that any tempo-
rary deferment of an opportunity to vote violates the
constitution. The judge agreed and granted their
motion for summary judgment.

Aleshire had already filed a petition for man-
damus with the 3rd Court of Appeals and the Texas
Supreme Court. The appeals court quickly rejected
his petition and the matter now goes to the state
Supreme Court for a final ruling.

(HUFFPOST) - The “She-Hulk: Attorney at
Law” trailer is a green and guilty pleasure.

The Marvel superhero series will begin
streaming on Disney+ on Aug. 17 but clearly the
interest is already high. More than 11 million
viewers clicked on Marvel’s YouTube channel pre-
view since it dropped on Tuesday.

Tatiana Maslany plays a lawyer turned She-
Hulk who’s quick with a quip and kicks butt when
she’s ticked.

“You’ll like her when she’s angry,” Marvel’s
tagline reads.

Her transformation comes courtesy of her
cousin and original Hulk, Bruce Banner (Mark
Ruffalo), who tells her that the metamorphosis
is triggered by “anger and fear.”

“Those are like the baseline for any woman
existing,” she cracks.

She-Hulk bulks up on the one-liners, telling
some companions, “Oh, I’m not a superhero.
That is for billionaires and narcissists and adult
orphans for some reason.”

One guy she meets on a dating app gets car-
ried away - by She-Hulk herself.

This looks like it’s gonna be fun.

The 'She-Hulk' Trailer Is Out,
And It's All The Rage

By Ron Dicker | HUFFPOST

She-Hulk on Disney+


